
 

            

           

           

 

           

 

           

 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE EMPLOYEE
 
ARRESTED FOR TAKING $95,000 BRIBE IN
 

ATLANTA RELATING TO MILITARY CONTRACT
 
IN AFGHANISTAN
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
August 25, 2011 
http://www.jusice.gov/usao/gan/ 
CONTACT:  Patrick Crosby 
(404)581-6016 
FAX (404)581-6160 

ATLANTA, GA - DESI DEANDRE WADE, 39, of Climax, Georgia, was arrested yesterday by FBI 
agents and has now been charged in a criminal complaint with bribery. WADE is expected to make an 
appearance before a United States Magistrate Judge 3:00 p.m. today.

 United States Attorney Sally Quillian Yates said, “This Department of Defense employee is charged 
with selling his position of public trust for cash. While he was supposed to be working to support our 
troops, he was lining his pockets. The FBI and our partner defense agencies are to be commended for 
rooting out and stopping this corruption.”

 Brian D. Lamkin, Special Agent in Charge, FBI Atlanta Field Office, said, “When the integrity of the 
contracting process is compromised, the taxpayers bear the brunt of this monetarily and the mission 
overseas can be adversely impacted to say the least.  The FBI aggressively seeks out those individuals who 
attempt to personally profit from the contracting and funding process of these many and varied critical 
government missions overseas.”

 Special Agent in Charge John F. Khin, Southeast Field Office, Defense Criminal Investigative Service 
said, “DCIS continues to place the highest priority on ferreting out public corruption involving Department of 
Defense contracting in Southwest Asia military operations.  These joint investigations with our partner 
agencies, spanning across the globe, have been highly effective in bringing wrongdoers to justice, and 
deterring others who would consider betraying the public trust.”

 Steven Trent, Acting Deputy Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction, said, “SIGAR 
agents are proud to have participated in this investigation, which underscores the cooperation among U.S. 
law enforcement agencies operating in a conflict zone.” 

According to United States Attorney Yates, and the criminal complaint just filed in this case: WADE is 
currently a U.S. Department of Defense employee assigned to Kabul, Afghanistan as the Chief of Fire and 
Emergency Services.  On July 16, 2011, Defense Criminal Investigative Services (DCIS) and FBI in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, received information that WADE was utilizing his position as a contracting official to improperly 
direct Department of Defense (“DoD”) contracts to certain bidders in return for personal gain.  Specifically, 
WADE influenced an Afghan-based contractor to make bribe payments to him in return for guarantees of 
continued work by way of future contracts in Afghanistan.  While in Afghanistan, WADE allegedly solicited 
and received a $4,000 bribe in exchange for the awarding of a repair/maintenance contract modification 
submitted by the Afghan-based contractor. 

WADE then allegedly proposed steering a subsequent, much larger contract to the company in exchange for 
a certain percentage of the value of the contract.  The bribe, as calculated by WADE, would amount to over 
$100,000. WADE promised to obtain the quotes from other bidders and provide them to the company to 
insure that the company would be the low bidder and ultimately get the contract. 
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 Several weeks later, WADE traveled to Atlanta to attend the August 22-26 Fire Rescue International 
Conference.  While in Atlanta, WADE allegedly reiterated that he wanted $110,000 for the awarding of the 
new contract to the company. WADE confirmed that he would disclose the competing companies' bids. 

On August 24, 2011, at approximately 5:45 p.m., WADE accepted $95,000 in cash in exchange for his 
promise to direct the contract to the company.  WADE counted the bundles of money before he put them in 
his backpack.  WADE was subsequently arrested by federal agents and his backpack was found to contain 
$95,000 in cash.

 This case is part of an ongoing effort by the FBI, the Defense Criminal Investigative Service (DCIS), 
as well as the U.S. Army's Criminal Investigation Command's Major Procurement Fraud Unit to investigate 
and bring forward for prosecution those individuals engaging in the very costly endeavor of corruption and 
fraud involving U.S. government funds intended for critical military and other efforts around the world.

 This case is being investigated by Special Agents of the FBI and the Defense Criminal Investigative 
Service (DCIS), with support from the U.S. Army's Criminal Investigation Command's Major Procurement 
Fraud Unit.

 Assistant United States Attorney Robert McBurney is prosecuting the case.

 For further information please contact Sally Q. Yates, United States Attorney, or Charysse L. 
Alexander, Executive Assistant United States Attorney, through Patrick Crosby, Public Affairs Officer, U.S. 
Attorney's Office, at (404) 581-6016.  The Internet address for the HomePage for the U.S. Attorney's Office 
for the Northern District of Georgia is www.justice.gov/usao/gan. 
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