30 PROJECTS, 30 YEARS

Investigation Proved V-22 Osprey Maintenance Records Were
Deliberately Falsified at the USMC’s only Osprey Squadron,
Marine Corps Air Station New River, N.C.

SEPT 15

In December 2000 an anonymous letter was
mailed to the media by someone claiming to be a
mechanic in the Osprey program. The letter
claimed that V-22 maintenance records had been
falsified for two years, at the explicit direction of
the squadron commander. Enclosed in the letter
was an audio tape that the letter's author claimed
was a surreptitious recording of the squadron
commander directing maintenance personnel to
lie about the aircraft until the V-22 TRIP decision
was made. On January 20, 2001, it was reported
that the V-22 squadron commander admitted to
falsifying maintenance records. The Marine Corps
subsequently relieved him of command and
reassigned him to a different position. DoD IG
conducted an investigation. On September 15,
2001, it was reported that three Marines were
found guilty of misconduct and two were
reprimanded for their actions.
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