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PROCEEDI NG

BDIONDINI® Cood afternoon. Today is August 28th, 2019. The
time is 2:05 p.m, Eastern Standard Tine. My nane is [DISHOINES
B:d with ne today is [SISHEINISEE V¢ are
investigators with the Departnent of Defense, Ofice of the
| nspector Ceneral. W are interviewing M. Anthony DeMarti no,

Former Chief of Staff to the Deputy Secretary of Defense.

M. DeMartino has retained the [EEENEIISE——
I /0 are present with him M. DeMartino,
DI ¢ |ocated in Washington, D.C. W are

| ocated at the Mark Center in Al exandria, Virginia. As we

di scussed before going on tape, we are conducting an

adm ni strative investigation of the devel opnent of the Departnent
of Defense Joint Enterprise Defense Infrastructure, or JEDI d oud
acqui sition. W are review ng whet her several former DoD
officials’ participation in certain JEDI O oud acquisition
activities may have viol ated ethics standards, because of
potential conflicting financial interests, or other interests
that nmay inpact inpartiality. W also want to clarify the actions
of certain fornmer DoD officials as they related to the JEDI d oud
acquisition activities or relationships with Arazon that may have
prohibited their substantial participation in the acquisition.
These fornmer DoD officials include: M. James N Mattis; M.
Sally Donnelly; Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for

CAll O Space, M. Victor Gavin; former Director of CAPE, M.
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Robert Daigle; former DDS Project Manager, M. Deap Ubhi. Al so as
the forner Chief of Staff to the Deputy Secretary of Defense, M.
DeMartino, we will ask you questions relative to your perspective
as the former Chief of Staff. M. DeMartino, please acknow edge
that you are aware we are recording this interview

MR, DEMARTINOG. | am aware you are recording the interview

BIDNRIR: Al so please acknow edge that you received a
copy of the DoD I G Privacy Act Notice.

MR DEMARTING | did.

DIONDINE® ' wll now administer the oath. Please raise
your right hand?
ANTHONY G DEMARTI NO

was called as a witness, placed under oath, and provided
the follow ng testinony:
EXAMI NATI ON

BY IS

Q Thank you. You can put your hand down. Sir, we're
going to start out with sone background information. Please state
your nane and spell out your |ast nane.

A:  Anthony Gerard DeMarti no,
Del t a- Echo- M ke- Al pha- Roneo- Tango- | ndi a- Novenber - Gscar .

Q And if you could please give us a thunbnail sketch
about your role as the fornmer Chief of Staff to the Deputy
Secretary of Defense.

A. M responsibility was to nmake the trains run on tine

| SO - DeMartino, Anothony - 28 Aug 2019
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for the Deputy Secretary of Defense. So, | was responsible for
the seven or eight special assistants and the adnmin staff on the
team and generally supporting the Deputy’'s priorities for the
bui | di ng.

Q ay. Thank you. Can you pl ease explain your
prof essional relationship with the Secretary of Defense, M.

Matti s?

A: So, ny professional relationship with the Secretary was
when he was nominated | hel ped himgo through confirmation with
content, and as a result he asked nme to join his teamas his
Deputy Chief of Staff initially.

Q And how |l ong were you his Deputy Chief of Staff, sir?

A: So, | retained the title of Deputy Chief of Staff to
the Secretary for the entire time | was in the building. So,
what ever that period of tine was.

Q And how did that cross over with Chief of Staff for the
Deputy Secretary?

A.  Yeah. So, ny responsibility as Deputy Chief to the
Secretary and Chief of Staff to the Deputy was the interface to
Kevin Sweeny who was the Chief of Staff. So, | hel ped nmake sure
the Deputy stayed on track with the Secretary.

Q Could you pl ease explain your professional relationship
with the Deputy Secretary of Defense, M. Shanahan?

A. So, | net M. Shanahan when he was nominated for the

Deputy position, and |I hel ped himgo through the confirnation

| SO - DeMartino, Anothony - 28 Aug 2019




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

process where he got confortable with nme and then I was his Chief
of Staff. So, it was a work rel ationship.

Q Thank you. Sir, we're going to nove onto an ethics part
now, and specifically Page 3 of the docunents that we sent you.

A.  Hang on. Ckay.

Q On January 27th, 2017, you assuned the position as the
Deputy Chief of Staff to the Deputy Secretary of Defense and
si gnhed your OCE 278-E, the new entrant financial disclosure
report on April 2017. The 278-E reflects that DoD SOCO Oficials
bri efed you on your ethical requirenents on April 24th, 2017.
Sir, what did the SOCO Ethical Oficials tell you about your
conflicts of interests, and --

A | think we have a clarification in your introduction.

Q ay.

A. Because | was the Deputy Chief of Staff to the
Secretary on January 20th.

Q To the Secretary?

A Yeah.

Q Noted.

A:  Yeah, not the Deputy Secretary.
Q Cot it, sir.

A Right.

Q

And | apol ogi ze but the question that |'m | ooking at
now as far as what the SOCO Ethics Oficials told you about your

conflicts of interest, also referenced Page 7.
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A Oh, okay. Right. That four -- can you restate the
question pl ease?

Q Wat did the SOCO Ethics Oficial that advised you tel
you about your conflicts of interests?

A.  That for personal and substantial participation in
particular matters involving the conpanies nanmed in the nmeno on
Page 7.

Q And those conpani es woul d be Amazon?

A.  Palantir and Bl oonberg.

Q ay. Thank you. Sir, did you have any conflicts of
interest that required you to recuse yourself fromparticul ar
nmatters while you were with the Departnent of Defense?

A | always conplied with the ethical requirenments and
with the guidance put forth by SOCO

Q Wat concerns did you share with the SOCO of fici al
regardi ng your OCE 278? Did you have any concerns?

A: | took the guidance fromthe SOCO O fice when they
| ooked at ny 278.

Q Al right. Thank you, sir. Now referencing Page 3 and
Page 15, we’'re going to tal k about SBD Advi sors Consul ting.

A.  Ckay.

Q Sir, what was SBD Advi sors?

A It was a small consulting firmowned by Sally Donnelly.

Q And please tell us about the consulting services you

provi ded or perforned for SBD Advisors.

| SO - DeMartino, Anothony - 28 Aug 2019
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A So, ny role was the nanagi ng director, so | hel ped run
the small teamand | provide -- provided organi zational, kind of
a consulting or advice to clients.

Q And what years did you provide that service?

A: | believe 20 -- late 2014 until | went into the
gover nnent .

Q And that would have been about 2017. | believe you
spoke about that, January 27th?

A January 2017.

Q ©Didthe SOCO Ethics Oficial advise you any specifics
concerning potential conflicts of interest as a former consultant
for SBD Advi sors?

A: Not that |’ m aware.

Q And did you work directly for Ms. Sally Donnelly as
part of SBD Advi sors?

A | worked directly for Sally Donnelly.

Q ay. Sir, we're going to nove onto the Amazon

Consulting, that’s going to be on -- referencing Page 4 and al so
Page 15.
A.  Ckay.

Q Please tell us about your consulting service for Amazon
Wb Servi ce.

A:  So, ny consulting was as part of the teamfor Amazon
Web Service as they were trying to get organized to do nore work

with the governnent, and so part of that was hel ping them build
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their slides and organi ze thenselves in terns of what they were
trying to do in their work with the governnent.

Q And what years were you a consultant for Anazon Wb
Servi ces?

A I'mnot -- | don't’ recall the specific tinme period. It
was not ny entire tinme at SBD.

Q And when woul d that service have ended? Was that al so
when you becane -- cane into the Departnent of Defense?

A. Al of ny -- definitely all of my services ended by the
time | cane into the Departnment of Defense.

Q And what discussions nay you have had with the SOCO
O fice regardi ng your Arazon Wb Servi ces consulting?

A | don't recall a specific conversation about Amazon Wb
Service Consulting, but SOCO yeah, | don't renenber.

Q ay. Thank you. Wen you were providing consulting
services for Anmazon did you ever have any di scussions with M.
Jeff Bezos, the Amazon CEO?

A: | did not.

Q Please explain what business relationship if any there
was between SBD Advi sors and Amazon.

A I'mnot sure | understand exactly what you' re asking.

Q At any tinme did SBD Advisors consult Anazon, or did
Amazon ever hire SBD Advisors for consulting services?

A.  Yeah. Amazon Wb Service was a client of SBD.

Q And what was the general business interaction that they

| SO - DeMartino, Anothony - 28 Aug 2019
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had?

A. Like Frequency?

Q \Wat was the consulting service that SBD provi ded for
Amazon?

A SBD was a strategic consulting service and not like a
contract specific consulting service. So, it was general advice.

Q Thank you. Sir, noving onto C5 Capital Consulting. Are

you familiar with C5 Capital ?

A | am

Q D d you ever work for C5 Capital ?

A: | did not.

Q Sir, going to your termnation OGE 278, Page 18.

A.  (Ckay. Let’'s see.

Q This docunent shows that your date of termination as

July 6th, 2018, and you sign the report on July 2nd, 2018. What
di scussions if any did you have with the SOCO Ofice after you
departed governnent ?

A.  After | departed governnent?

A | don’t recall any conversations with SOCO after |
departed governnent.

Q Thank you. So, noving onto your DoD Consultant
Appoi ntnent, |ooking at Pages 9 and 10. Can you pl ease tell us
about your appointnent as a DoD Consultant? Wiat did that entail ?

A. It actually never cane about. So, | never did any
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consul ting work for DoD.

Q And just as a point of clarification had it cone about,
what woul d your consulting, what woul d your job have been?

A |I'mnot certain. They were -- they were, yeah, |’ m not
certain.

Q Thank you. So nobving onto your post-governnent
enpl oynment. Are you a co-founder of Pallas Advisors?

A | am

Q Can you explain what Pallas Advisors does?

A It’s a small consulting firmin the National Security
space.

Q And what was the date that you co-founded Pall as
Advi sors?

A: | believe 1 August 2018.

Q D d you have any discussions with the SOCO Ofice
regardi ng your post-governnment enploynment as far as founding
Pal | as Advi sors?

A: Not that | recall.

Q Do you recall what the SOCO Ethics Oficial told you
about your cooling off period?

A.  Yes. There was a conversation about a one-year cooling
of f peri od.

Q And do you recall what the SOCO Ethics Oficial told
you about anti-| obbying restrictions?

A Not off the top of ny head.
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Q D dthe SOCO Ethics Oficials tell you anything about
hiring previ ous government enpl oyees?

A:  Again, not that | recall.

Q Sir, is there a relationship between Pallas Advisors
and Amazon?

A.  There is not.

Q Is there a business relationship between Pallas
Advi sors and the Departnent of Defense?

A May we have a nminute to consult?

Q Yes.

A.  So, Pallas Advisors is a sub on a contract to the U S
Arny.

Q Thank you. Sir, we're going to nove onto travel to the
United Kingdom and this travel took place March 29th, 2017 to 1
April 2017. And we understand that Fornmer Secretary of Defense
James Mattis traveled to the United Kingdomduring that tine. Do
you recall what the purpose for this trip was?

A. | do not.

Q Wuld you have had any invol vement arrangi ng Secretary
Mattis’ travel ?

No, | woul dn’t have.

> Q0 >

Fifty-six. Ckay.
Q Please tell us about the e-nail dated 13 February 2017

fromyou to Ms. Carlson with the subject, “First Availability to

Sir, we're going to nove onto Page 56 of the docunents.

10
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11
neet the Chief of Staff to the SEC DEF.” Wy did --

A.  Sure.

Q Wy did Ms. Carlson want to neet M. Sweeney, the Chief
of Staff to the Secretary of Defense?

A So, the Chief of Staff to the Secretary of Defense was
responsi bl e for bringing people in to interview, and as his
deputy | was the interface doing a lot of the connecting for
those interviews. And so it was Kevin Sweeney who drove the
demand signal, the request for Teresa Carlson to come in.

Q So, it was at the request of M. Sweeney that M.

Carl son came in?

A:  Correct. Correct.

Q And within that e-mail, please explain what you neant
when you wrote, “W obviously would like all our friends around
us going forward.”

A: Sure. So, | was working for Secretary Mattis and Kevin
Sweeney and what the Secretary had was a list of the people to
fill jobs in the Departnment of Defense, and there was a
negoti ati on between the Secretary’'s front office, the Secretary
and Kevin Sweeney, and the Wite House Presidential Personnel
Ofice who had their list, and that negotiation. So, that note to
Teresa was that she was on Secretary Mattis’ |ist for a potential
j ob.

Q Thank you. And what potential job night that have been?

A | don’t renenber. Most of the interviews for -- were

| SO - DeMartino, Anothony - 28 Aug 2019
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for senior positions.

Q Thank you. Sir, we're going to nove onto Page 27 and 28
now, and we're going to talk about the cloud initiatives.

A.  Ckay.

Q Sir, what was the inpetus for the cloud -- the Defense
Cloud Initiative known as JEDI C oud acquisition?

A:  As best | can recall, this was a conversation between
-- there was the Deputy Secretary, and the Secretary, and ot her
seni or people in the Departnent who were technol ogy smart,
t hought the Departnment needed to nove to the cloud.

Q Was there a particular incident or anything that
preci pitated that thought?

A: Not that |’ m aware.

Q Sir, how do you respond to the assertion that you
pl ayed a key role in the JEDI O oud acquisition and had a
conflict of interest?

A:  Yeah. | always conplied with the ethical requirenents.

Q Thank you. Sir, we're going to nove onto Page 25 and
26. What gui dance or direction did M. Mttis provide to fornmer
Deputy Secretary of Defense Patrick Shanahan for the Defense
Coud initiative?

A I'mnot certain of the specific guidance the two of
t hem di scussed.

Q Was there any general guidance that M. Mattis nmay have

provi ded M. Shanahan?
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A:  Yeah, I’'mnot sure.

Q Sir, noving onto Page 29 and 30, and 31 and 32. What
actions did former Deputy Secretary Shanahan take with regards to
the C oud project?

A So, |I'maware that the Deputy had several neetings with
technol ogy smart individuals in the Departnment to nmake a deci sion
on noving forward on the cloud.

Q Do you recall who he nay have nmet with within the
Depart nent ?

A.  Chris Lynch who was the head of DDS. Bob Dai gl e who was
the CAPE Director. Ellen Lord who is the Acquisition, Technol ogy,
and Logi sti cs. [ ENERI
B ' rerenber themthat group being key on the conversations
the Deputy had.

Q Bringing up Ms. Lord, sir, why was the JEDI acquisition
noved to the DoD Chief Information Officer fromM. Lord the
ATE&L?

A | don’t know specifically but | believe | know we
didn't have a senior person in the ClO shop initially, which is
why they nade the decision to put it under Ms. Lord.

Q Sir, looking at Page 27 and 28. How did the JED C oud
acquisition fit into the Secretary of Defense’'s three |ines of
effort?

A So, the Secretary’'s three lines of effort, the third

line of effort is business reform and as | understood it noving
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to the cloud was a major business reform a part of what the
Secretary wanted the Departnent to do.

Q Do you know what other business reforms the Secretary
wanted to enact on the Departnent of Defense besides the cloud
initiative?

A The reformeffort run by the Deputy Secretary was
| ooking at all of the business functions in the Departnent. So,
all of what they binned as back office. How you buy your paper.
How you nmake copies. The non-warfighting capabilities, and the
Deputy set up a reformworking group that had sone key
individuals on it across, | don’t renenber the nunber of areas.

Q ay. Thank you. So we're going to nove onto questions
concerning the matrix that we sent you.

A.  Ckay.

Q On the matrix we provided you indicated with an
asterisk in the Coud Executive Steering G oup box. Can you
pl ease tell us about that?

A. Sure. So, | was not involved in the Coud Executive
Steering Group, but when the Deputy nade a decision there would
be a C oud Executive Steering Group. They put together a neno.
Part of ny responsibilities was to review nenps before they went
into the Deputy. So, | did see the initial Coud Executive
Steering Group nmeno that cane in and one of the things | asked a
question about was the acronym C3PO, and |I flagged it for the

Deputy and we took it out of the first meno because it just -- it
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was overkill with the whole Star Wars thing.

Q So did you attend any of the CESG neetings?

A: | did not.

Q Oher than that one recommendati on where you have on
the C3PO did you provide any recomendati ons or approve or
di sapprove anythi ng concerni ng the CESG?

A: | did not.

Q Sir, also within our matrix you put an asterisk within
the C oud Conputing Program O fice and the Central d oud
Computing Program O fice, the C3PO. Can you explain that please?

A Well the C3PO ties into the neno. It was the adm n of
not calling it C3PO and so they wanted to change it to CCPO or
what ever the other acronymwas. So, again, admnistrative task,
hel p making the trains run, get the nenbs into the Deputy.

Q And sir, the asterisk that you provided in |Industry
Day, can you explain that please?

A:  Yeah. So, the Deputy was concerned about the
adm nistrative, logistics of Industry Day and he asked nme to kind
of make sure all of that was put together right, or that it would
run snmoothly, and so | participated in a sync neeting for the
| ogi stics of Industry Day, and then | actually attended | ndustry
Day to really just watch the execution of it froma
| ogi stics/adm n side.

Q D d you have any input for Industry Day as to what

vendors woul d be attendi ng?
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A: | did not.

Q Sir, you put an asterisk in one-on-one neetings on our
matri x. Can you explain that please?

A Yeah. So, in ny role as the Chief of Staff, the Deputy
had routine one-on-one neetings with all of the senior OSD
| eaders and part of what | nade sure was they were there on tineg,
they went into the neeting with the Deputy on tinme, and I would
nake sure to try to keep themon task for the length of tinme of
t he neetings.

Q What discussions or updates did you have with forner
Secretary of Defense Janes Mattis concerning the JEDI d oud
acqui sition?

A: | had none.

Q What discussions or updates did you have w th Forner
Deputy Secretary of Defense Shanahan concerning the JED d oud
acqui sition?

A:  |1’ve had none.

Q Sir, what if any was your involvenent in the single
award strategy?

A: | had none.

Q Sir, do you know who nade the decision that a single
award strategy was the best strategy for the JED d oud
acqui sition?

A | don't.

Q Sir, do you know who nade the final, who was the
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deci si on maki ng authority responsible for the single verse
nul ti-source strategy?

A Not with 100 percent certainty, but | think it was the
DEP SECDEF.

Q ay. Sir, noving onto M. Janes Mattis, and for the
record you indicated to us on the matrix that you did not know
M. Mattis’ participation in the JEDI Coud acquisition. Is that
correct?

A:  Correct.

Q Sir, do you have an understandi ng of what M. Mttis
et hi cs agreenent was?

A Not, no.

Q D d you have any understandi ng about potenti al
conflicts of interest that did or should have required M. Mattis
to recuse hinself fromparticular matters?

A No.

Q Sir, what is your understanding of M. Mattis’
relationship with or interest in C5 Capital ?

A: None.

Q Sane question for SBD Advisors?

A:  Agai n none.

Q And sane question for Amazon?

A: None.

Q Sir, what was M. Mattis’' involvenent in the JEDI C oud

acqui sition?
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To the best of ny know edge, none.

Ckay. Sir, noving onto Page 58.

> Q0 >

Ckay.

Q Sir, please tell us your know edge of M. Bezos and his
participation in the Defense Innovation Board.

A So the priority when | was the Deputy Chief of Staff
was bringing people in for the jobs that were enpty. The boards
were not a priority. | don’t know the specificity around M.
Bezos and the Defense Innovation Board.

Q Sir, fromyour perspective as the Chief of Staff to the
DEP SECDEF, what were M. Shanahan’s views or concerns on M.
Bezos and the Defense Innovation Board?

A.  Yeah, I'mnot sure. Looking at this e-mail he wasn't,
you know, he wasn’t -- | don’t even know if we had picked him at
this point, that the Secretary picked himat this point.

Q So, the e-nail on Page 58 --

A Yep.

Q =--is an e-mail dated 31 March 2017 from Joshua Marcuse
and its’ the subject: Thank you, which reads, “Sir, | got the
clarity I need. RE The situation with M. Bezos. W are
proceeding with swearing himin w thout a clearance.”

A It’s -- go ahead.

Q Can you hel p us understand that e-mail ?

A.  Yeah. So, the reason to the best of ny nenory, the

reason |I’'minvolved with anything on the Defense Industry Board
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was nmore of the second half of this e-mail. M. Tilletson agreed
to grant our unfunded requirenments, and so part of ny portfolio
was the line of effort three, the business reformstuff.
Tillotson was the Acting CMO and | had hel ped SR -
going down to Tillotson and saying, “Hey, can you prioritize
movi ng or |ooking at the requirenents fromthe Defense, from il
on the Board?”

Q ©oing back to M. Bezos and being on the Defense
I nnovati on Board, just a point of clarification. |I believe you
stated that you were not even aware that he was noninated for the
board at that tine?

A: Yeah, | at this point I'mnot sure | had visibility of
who was where on what board was.

Q Thank you. Sir, can you please tell us about RN
B and her involvenent in the Defense Innovation Board?

A: | don't know if | know the specific relationship for
BIONOINI® and the Defense Innovation Board. The person | tal ked
to, or who came and found e was [DISHEDINIESI

Q Sir, we understand that there's a tinme when IS
sent an e-mail directly to M. Mattis and M. Shanahan with a
reconmendati on that they neet informally w th business | eaders.
Do you recall that incident?

A | don't.

Q Sir, noving onto Page 59 and 61 or through 61.

A.  Ckay.

| SO - DeMartino, Anothony - 28 Aug 2019




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

Q And this is an e-mail from Anmazon enpl oyee [[BISHEINES]
dated April 10th, 2017, that reads, “Secretary Mttis has
recently requested to neet with Jeff. W have received
confirmation fromhis staff that Secretary Mattis coul d be
available for a neeting with Jeff is in town for the AFCEA event
on 27 April.” Can you please tell us about that neeting?

A So, overall on this e-nail Sally was in the front
office with the Secretary | was not. | don't have any specifics
on the neeting.

Q Thank you.

A: Just toclarify, [DISHSIEE ' don’'t know that the
neeting actually occurred, but yeah.

Q Thank you. On Page 59 on that sanme e-mail string dated
April 18, 2017, from Ms. Donnelly to you, once again the subject,
“SECDEF neeting with Jeff. Need your help please.” And it reads,
“Tony, we should stand back and |l et the SD schedul e process work.
We shoul d take no action to hel p. Not our place. Not proper.”
What were your actions concerning scheduling a neeting between
M. Mattis and M. Bezos after receiving that e-mail ?

A | took no action to hel p because it wasn't our place
and it wasn't proper.

Q On Page 64, on an e-mail dated April 24, 2017, the
subject is, “Scheduling for Jeff’'s visit.” You wote, "R
havi ng supported Amazon as a consultant | have a one-year no help

out clause. jjlf i s the appropriate for the conversation.” Sir,
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I e s referenced in the e-mail bel ow

Q Thank you. So, fromyour perspective as the Chief of
Staff for the DEP SECDEF what was M. Shanahan’s views or
concerns with M. Mattis nmeeting with Anmazon CEO Jeff Bezos?

A. Yeah. I'mnot aware of concerns or his views on those
neeti ngs.

Q D d M. Shanahan ever neet with M. Bezos?

A | think there’'s an e-mail in here that says they did
meet .
Q Do you recall the purpose of that neeting?
Yeah, | don't recall the specific purpose of the
neeti ng.

Q Oay. Sir, we're going to nove on to the SECDEF s

21

travel to Palo Alto, California and Seattle, Washington. And this

trip was in August of 2017. Wat can you tell us about M.
Mattis' travel to Palo Alto, California during that tinme period?
A:  Yeah, ny duties and responsibilities as the Chief of
Staff to the Deputy didn't include awareness or being in
conversations about the SECDEF' s trips. So, | can't really
coment on how it cane about or the intent.
Q Sir, noving on the Page 68. That’'s an August 10, 2017

e-mai |l fromBISHDINIESEEE (o V5. Sally Donnelly. The

subject is, “Reference FYI.” And it reads, “Boss did say he's 99
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percent there in terms of going to the cloud. He and Bezos it
seens to click on a personal |evel. Bezos ended up staying for
the duration of the entire visit which was not part of the
original plan.” Sir, can you explain your understandi ng of that
e-mail ?

A Yeah, I'mnot on this e-nail, and | don’t really have
an understanding of it.

Q Do you have an understanding of why DISHEOIEES \oul d
say that M. Mattis and M. Bezos seened to click on a personal

| evel ?

A: I'massumng BIRRER was on the trip.

Q Based on [DISHEINIEN 2bove assessnment specifically

that the boss is 99.9 percent there, and that they apparently got
al ong well. Based on that assessnment what actions did M.
Shanahan take concerning the JEDI d oud acquisition?

A | don't think there were any actions taken off of any
single e-mail if he was even aware of the e-nmil.

Q ay. Sir, for the sane trip were going to nove on to
the Google aspect of it, and once again that's on Page 69.

A.  Ckay.

Q And it appears that M. Mttis net with the Googl e CEO
Sundar Pichai on 11 August 2017. And in that e-mail string il
I to V5. Donnelly states, “Sundar Pichai net Boss at Google
and stayed over an hour before having to depart. Very substantive

di scussi on throughout. Google folks hit home the benefits of the
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cloud and inportance in Al/M.. Also tal ked through conversation
process to cloud, length of tinme, challenges. Good info on
| essons learned.” Sir, do you have any know edge about that
particul ar aspect of that e-mail ?

A. | do not.

Q And again, what were M. Shanahan’s actions as a result
fromM. Mttis' neeting with Google referencing the cloud
acqui sition?

A | don’t believe there were any specific actions again,
assum ng that he even had awareness of this.

Q Thank you. Sir, on Page 70. That's an e-nmil dated
August 14, 2017. The subject is, “SD action report.” It’'s from
you to Ms. Donnelly, and it reads, “Between us. To the M crosoft
verse Anmazon discussion.” Sir, what did you nmean when you wote
t hat ?

A. So, if you look at the e-nail [DISHEDINE o was on the
trip tal ked about Amazon and Mcrosoft. So, it was a summary of a
very long e-nmail to Ms. Donnelly.

Q And Sir, based on [DISHEIEEE assessnent what actions
did M. Shanahan take concerning the JEDI d oud acquisition?

A: | don’t think any.

Q Sir, what discussions did you have with M. Shanahan
about Amazon after the trip that M. Mttis had taken?

A | don't recall any conversations about the Secretary’s

trinp.
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Q Oay. Sir, we're going to nove on to Page 82. W
understand M crosoft CEQ Satya Nadella requested a neeting with
M. Mattis for January 8, 2018. Please tell us your know edge of
that neeting?

A: Hang on. | don't really have any specifics of the
neeting itself.

Q D d M. Shanahan ever neet with anyone from M crosoft?

A Wll, as | look at it, it says the DSD is scheduled to
talk to Mcrosoft President Brad Smith, which is probably why I
forwarded it to M. Shanahan so he had awareness that the SECDEF
nmay or may not be neeting with the Mcrosoft CEQ

Q And so to the best of your know edge do you recall if
M. Shanahan ever net with M. Brad Smth?

A | don't remenber Brad Smith actually conming into the
of fice.

Q Sir, on Page 89. That's an e-nmil dated February 14,
2018 where Safra Catz, the Oracle CEO requested to neet with
SECDEF Mattis.

A Right.

Q And |l ooking on Page 86 it appears that the DEPSECDEF,
M. Shanahan t ook the neeting on February 22, 2018. Can you
pl ease tell us what you recall about that neeting?

A It was common for the Secretary when he wasn't able to
neet for things to flow down to the Deputy, and this is an

exanpl e of the Deputy neeting with an industry |eader, but I
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didn't sit in the neeting so | don't recall any specifics.

Q Do you recall who may have attended that neeting with
M. Shanahan?

A | don't. W had special assistants who kind of cover
down on different topics, but | don't renmenber who may have sat
inwith this this neeting with himif anyone.

Q And given that that was a neeting with sonmeone from
i ndustry do you renenber the general topic or reason of the
neeti ng?

A. So, if it was soneone fromindustry we had sonebody in
the office who nade sure that SOCO was aware of the neeting
cleared it with SOCO | don't renmenber specific topics.

Q And based on this neeting with Ms. Katz from Oracle
what actions did M. Shanahan take concerning the JEDI d oud
acqui sition?

A | don’t know of any.

Q D d M. Shanahan ever neet with anyone el se from Oracl e
besi des Ms. Katz?

A: Not that | can recall.

Q ay, Sir. Wre going to nove on to Ms. Sally
Donnel | y.

A.  Ckay.

Q For the record you indicated to us on the natrix that
you did not know Ms. Donnelly’'s participation in the JED d oud

acquisition. Is that correct?
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A.  Yeah, that’s correct.

Q How you respond to the assertions that Ms. Donnelly
pl ayed a key role in the JEDI O oud acquisition and had a
conflict of interest?

A | think Sally always conplied with her ethical
gui del i nes.

Q Wat were Ms. Donnelly’s duties and responsibilities?

A So, Ms. Donnelly was outside of the building focused
for the Secretary, and she also traveled with the Secretary.

Q Sir, what were your interactions with Ms. Donnelly as
they related to the JEDI C oud acquisition?

A: None.

Q Sir, what can you tell us about Ms. Donnelly’s views on
the JEDI d oud acquisition plan?

A | can’t.

Q During your tine in the Departnment of Defense, what
have you heard Ms. Donnelly say about Amazon?

A:  Not hi ng.

Q And, during your tinme at the Departnent of Defense what
have you heard Ms. Donnelly speak about or say about other
vendors conpeting for the JED contract?

A:  Not hi ng.

Q Sir, what is your understanding of M. Donnelly’s
et hi cs agreenent ?

A. I'mnot -- | don't know the specifics of her ethics
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agreenent .

Q Are you aware of Ms. Donnelly being recused or
disqualified fromany particular natters invol ving Anazon?

A |"mnot.

Q Wat has Ms. Donnelly ever said or done that would
cause you to question her inpartiality or ethics concerning
Amazon rel ative to the JEDI acquisition?

A:  She has said or done nothing that would lead ne to
believe that there was anything there.

Q Sir, we have spoken a little bit about it, but can you
pl ease tell us about Ms. Donnelly’s enploynent after |eaving the
Departnent of Defense?

A M. Donnelly and | had a conversation and we decided to
set up a small consulting firmtogether, which is Pallas
Advi sors.

Q D d anyone express concerns to you her about the post
governnment enpl oynent and the founding of Pallas Advisors?

A No.

Q So when was the idea for Pallas Advisors fornul ated?

A | was looking for different job opportunities when |
was | eaving the governnent and it was sonetinme after | left the
gover nrent .

Q ay. Sir, we're going to nove on to M. Robert Daigle.
A.  Ckay.

Q For the record you indicated to us on the natrix that
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you did not know M. Daigle' s participation in the JED d oud
acquisition. |Is that correct?

A.  Yeah, not all of the specifics.

Q ay. Sir, when did you first nmeet M. Daigle?

A |I'mnot sure specifically, but it was after he was
confirmed and he was one of the first Presidentially appointed,
Senate confirmed people to join the Mattis team

Q And Sir, tell me about M. Daigle s duties and
responsibilities as the Director of CAPE

A.  So succinctly, the Director of take CAPE takes
resources and applies themto the strategic direction of the
Departnent, and al so CAPE ki nd of checks the honework, they don't
i ke that phrase, for the services in ternms of howto commt
resources to nake sure that it matches the strategy gui dance.

Q Sir, how do you respond to assertions that M. Daigle
pl ayed a key role in the JEDI O oud acquisition and had a
conflict of interest?

A. | believe Robert Daigle always net his ethical
requirements.

Q And do you know who currently enploys M. Daigle today?

A.  Yeah, so | don't know who his full-tine enpl oyer --
well, he's taken a job with SR wich | believe is a
full-tine job.

Q Do you know of any part-tinme jobs?

A He is still connected to Pallas Advi sors.
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Q And what does he do for Pallas Advisors?

A.  He, when we -- he's becone a friend with me and when |
amdealing with a hard problem| like to bring Bob in and have a
conversation with him

Q And when was his enploynent with Pallas Advisors first
di scussed?

A. After he left and he was trying to figure out what he
wanted to do full-tinme. | said, “Hey, you can conme do sone
part-time work with us until you figure out where you want to go
and what you want to do.”

Q And referencing your statenent after he left, after he
left where, sir?

A.  The U S. CGovernnent.

Q Thank you. Sir, what’'s your understanding of M.

Daigle' s relationship with or interest in SBD Advi sors?

A | don’t think there was any.

Q Sane question for C5 Capital.

A:  There was none.

Q And sane question for Anazon.

A: None.

Q Sir, what was your understanding of M. Daigle' s ethics
agreenent ?

A.  Yeah, | don’t have an insight into his ethics
agreenent .

Q Sir, are you aware of M. Daigle being recused or
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disqualified fromany particular nmatters?

A | amnot.

Q Sir, did you hear any -- M. Daigle say anythi ng about
Amazon?

A: No, not that | can recall

Q D d you hear, ever hear himsay anything about other
vendors conpeting for the JED contract?

A: | did not.

Q Sir, did M. Daigle ever said anything or done anything
that woul d cause you to question his inpartiality or ethics
concerni ng Anazon?

A.  Absolutely not.

Q Sir, noving on to M. Gavin. And, for the record you
indicated to us on the matrix that you did not know M. Gavin's
participation in the JEDI O oud acquisition, is that correct?

A.  That’s correct.

Q How do you respond to assertions that M. Gavin played
a key role in the JEDI O oud acquisition and had a conflict of
interest?

A: | don’t even know Victor Gavin. So, | have no awareness
of that.

Q Sir, noving on to M. Deap Whi, and for the record
indicated to us on the matrix that you did not know M. Ubhi’s
participation in the JEDI O oud acquisition, is that correct?

A: That's true. |’'ve seen his nane before as a DDS
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enpl oyee, but I'mnot sure |I’ve ever net himeither.

Q Sir, and how do you respond to any assertions that M.
Ubhi played a key role in the JEDI Coud acquisition and had a
conflict of interest?

A: | don’t know.

Q Now, sir, you nentioned that he was, or you knew,
under st ood he was the DDS enpl oyee. Do you know what his duties
and responsibilities were with DDS?

A. | don't. |I know he was never in any neetings that | can
recall with the Deputy Secretary.

Q Sir, going back to M. Victor Gavin. Do you recall if
he was in any neetings with the Deputy Secretary?

A |If he had been it is nost likely I would at |east
recogni ze the name. So, | don’'t believe he was ever in a neeting
with the Deputy Secretary that | was aware of, or | attended.

Q Staying with M. Gavin one second, do you have an
under st andi ng or have you heard anything of his post governnent
enpl oynent ?

A. | have seen an article that said he works at Amazon.

Q Sane question for M. Ubhi. Do you know of his post
gover nnent enpl oynent ?

A: |I'mless certain about what he’s doing.

Q ay, Sir. Wre going to nove on to an area we're
referring to as conpetitive advantage.

QC BIBERE can we take a two mnute break?
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Q Sure.

A I'dliketo -- it nmay take nme three mnutes.
Q ay. I'mgoing to stop the recordings.

A Geat. Thank you.

[ The intervi ew paused at an unknown tine, August 28, 2019.]
[ The interview resuned at 3:10 p.m, August 28, 2019.]

BRI Ckay. The tine is 3:10 Eastern Standard Ti ne.
W are back on the record after a short break. And, before the
break, sir, | told you we were going to nove on to a part that we
call conpetitive advantage.

MR, DEMARTI NO  Ckay.

(b) (6), (b) (N(C) |

Q Sir, how do you respond to assertions that you played a
key role in the JEDI Coud acquisition had a conflict of
interest?

A | always conplied with nmy ethical requirenents.

Q How would you respond to the assertion that you favored
Amazon over other vendors for the JEDI C oud contract?

A.  Look, | always conplied with my ethical requirenents.

Q Sir, given everything that we' ve discussed, what
comments may you have nmade about Amazon in public, in neetings,
or privately that could give thema conpetitive advantage?

A: None.

Q Wat have you said in public, in nmeetings, or in

private about other vendors conpeting for the JED C oud contract
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that could give thema conpetitive advantage, or di sadvantage?

A:  Not hi ng.

Q Sir, did anyone attenpt to influence you to favor
Amazon over other vendors conpeting for the JEDI O oud contract?

A:  Absolutely not.

Q Sir, after nmeeting with various officials fromvendors
conpeting for the JEDI O oud contract, did you express to anyone
your personal preference of which vendor the DoD should sel ect?

A No.

Q Sir, how do you respond to reports that you nay have
violated ethics rules by having a prior commercial relationship
w th Amazon?

A.  Look, | always conplied with my ethical requirenments or
checked wi th SOCO

Q Sir, sanme question for SBD Advi sors.

A.  Yeah, again | followed ny ethical requirenents, and if
in doubt I checked with SOCO

Q Sir, how you respond to report that you violated ethics
rules and ignored a clear directive by DoD SOCO not to
participate in any matter related to Amazon?

A | always conplied with ethical requirenments and the
gui dance from SOCO

Q Sir, how do you respond to reports that you viol ated
ethics rules by not recusing yourself fromthe JED d oud

acqui sition?
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A | always conplied with nmy ethical requirenents.

Q Sir, how do you respond to assertions that you did not
report your participation in the JEDI d oud procurenent until
after the DoD issued the draft request for proposal?

A | always conplied with nmy ethical requirenents.

Q Sir, how do you respond to the many conments and
assertions in the nedia that DoD officials took steps to steer
the JEDI C oud acquisition towards Amazon?

A:  Look, | always conplied with my ethical requirenents.

Q Yes, Sir. But this question concerns the assertions
that other DoD officials took steps to steer the JED C oud
acqui sition toward Anmazon.

A.  Yeah, | don’t know, and |I'm not aware of any.

Q Sir, do you have any comments that you would like to
nake regarding this matter that we have not already asked today?

A No.

Q ay. Sir, I'mgoing to conduct the read out, and ny
first question is, is there any additional information you would
like to provide?

A No.

Q Do you have any recomendati ons on who el se we shoul d
talk to and why?

A1 mean RSN DIONOI
Those woul d be ny two.

Q Sir, do you have any questions of us?
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A: No, not really.

Q Do you have any comrents or concerns about the way we
conducted this interview?

A:  No, none at all.

Q Sir, if you renenber anything el se that you believe may
be relevant to our review please contact ne.

Al will,

In order to protect the integrity of our review
we ask that you not discuss the matters under review, or the
questions we have asked you during this interview with anyone
other than an attorney should you choose to consult one, and this
does not apply to nor restrict your right contact an 1G or a
Menber of Congress. Sir, do you understand that?

MR. DEMARTINO | do.

| f anyone asks you about your testinony or the
review, please informthemthat the DoD I nspector Ceneral has
asked you not to discuss the matter. If anyone persists in asking
you about your testinony, or the review, or if you feel
threatened i n any manner because you provi ded testinony today
pl ease contact nmne.

MR, DEMARTI NO  Ckay.
BIONRI: The time is now 3:16 p.m, Eastern Standard
Time, and this interview is concl uded.
[The interview termnated at 3:16 p.m, August 28, 2019.]
[ END OF PAGE]
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From:

To:

Cc:

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] RE: Question From the DoD Office of Inspector General Regarding Anthony DeMartino"s OGE
Form 278e

Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2019 2:22:32 PM

Attachments: ma_info.txt

oer RN

Although Mr. DeMartino has not checked his bank statements to confirm this, in an effort to respond promptly, as
you requested, the answers to your questions to the best of his recollection are as follows:

1. There was only one payment from SBD Advisors of $10,086. (Mr. DeMartino is not sure why the ethics office
repeated the disclosure of that single payment in both the 2018 annual filing and the termination filing prepared
shortly thereafter, but there was only one payment.)

2. The payment was made in January 2017, prior to Mr. DeMartino joining the Department of Defense on January
27, 2017.

3. The payment was for Mr. DeMartino's salary for the portion of January 2017 (less than a full month) during
which he worked for SBD Advisors prior to joining the Department of Defense.

4. Because the reporting period for the new entrant form 278e runs from January 1, 2016, through the filing date,
the $138,661 reported in Mr. DeMartino's new entrant filing includes his salary received in calendar year 2016 plus
the $10,086 he received in January 2017.

Prior to joining the Department of Defense on January 27, 2017, Mr. DeMartino also received a $10,000 bonus
payment from SBD Advisors in January 2017 for his work in calendar year 2016, as reflected in his 2018 annual
filing (and, as with the salary payment, repeated for some reason when the ethics office assisted Mr. DeMartino in
preparing his the termination filing, even though there was only a single $10,000 bonus payment made for his work
in calendar year 2016). As was the case with the salary disclosure, because the reporting period for the new entrant
form 278e runs from January 1, 2016, through the filing date, the $30,000 in "Income from personal services"
reported in Mr. DeMartino's new entrant filing includes a $20,000 bonus he received in calendar year 2016 for his
work at SBD Advisors in calendar year 2015 plus the $10,000 bonus he received in January 2017 for his work at
SBD Advisors during calendar year 2016.

We hope this fully responds to your questions, but, if you have any questions or would like to discuss this further,
please let me know.

Best regards,

From:
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2019 10:57 AM

Subject: [EXT] RE: Question From the DoD Office of Inspector General Regarding Anthony DeMartino's OGE
Form 278e

Thank you for your immediate attention, I've attached the Apr 18, 2017 as referenced below.

Respectfully,



Investigations of Senior Officials
Department of Defense, Office of Inspector General

BN ic)

ALADNIIN] NSD

From:
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2019 10:51 AM

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] RE: Question From the DoD Office of Inspector General Regarding Anthony
DeMartino's OGE Form 278e

oo IR

We will try to respond to these questions as quickly and accurately as we can. We received attached to the email
below, however, two copies of the July 2, 2018 Form 278e but no copy of the April 18, 2017 Form 276e referenced
in the fourth question. Would you kindly forward that so we can respond appropriately?

Thanks,

From:
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2019 10:35 AM

>

Subject: [EXT] Question From the DoD Office of Inspector General Regarding Anthony DeMartino's OGE Form
278e

Good Morning EERNIEINERIESY

On the OGE Form 278e that Mr. DeMartino signed on May 31, 2018 (attached), Mr. DeMartino indicated in Section
2 that he received $10,086 in salary from SBD Advisors, LLC.

On the OGE Form 278e that Mr. DeMartino signed on July 2, 2018 (attached), Mr. DeMartino made the same entry
in Section 2 ($10,086 in salary from SBD).

My questions are:

- Were there one or two $10,086 payments?



- When did Mr. DeMartino receive the $10,086 payment(s) from SBD Advisors?

- If SBD Advisors paid Mr. DeMartino the $10,086 in 2017 or 2018, please describe in detail the timing and reason
for the payment(s).

- If SBD Advisors paid Mr. DeMartino the $10,086 prior to Mr. DeMartino joining the DoD in January 2017, please
distinguish between this $10,086 and the $138,661 salary and $30,000 income that Mr. DeMartino disclosed on the
OGE Form 278e he signed on April 18, 2017 (attached).

Please be as specific as possible. We would appreciate receiving your reply as soon as possible, preferably today.
Please contact me if you have any questions.

Respectfully,

Investigations of Senior Officials
Department of Defense, Office of Inspector General

BRI (ico)

ALA D NN NSD
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DoD Office of Inspector General
Review of the JEDI Cloud Acquisition

Instructions:

In the matrix, write “yes” or “no” in each cell to indicate your first-hand knowledge of whether the official played a role in the JEDI matter listed in
the “Activity” column. For each “yes,” write one or more of the numbers below to describe the role the official played in a particular activity (for

example, “Yes; 1, 2, 8”).

(1) issued guidance or direction,

(2) attended related meetings,

(3) conducted research,

(4) provided data or other decision support information,
(5) provided opinion or recommendation,

(6) wrote or helped write a draft or final version, :
(7) reviewed a draft or final version, %
(8) approved or signed a final version, i
(9) other participation.

If you do not know whether the listed official played a role in a particular activity, indicate “IDK.” If you have questions, please contact [l
N (703)6o i, NN @ d odic.mil; or SR, (703)604 S BRI @ dodig. mil. Return the completed matrix to [l
S ond cc S
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DK No IDK IDK IDK IDK
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17 IDK ‘No IDK IDK IDK IDK
18 IDK No IDK IDK IDK IDK
19 IDK No IDK IDK IDK IDK

IDK No IDK IDK IDK IDK
DK No IDK_ ... iIDK . IDK IDK
IDK No IDK IDK IDK IDK
IDK . No IDK IDK IDK IDK
IDK No DK IDK IDK IDK
IDK No IDK IDK IDK IDK
26 IDK No IDK IDK IDK IDK
2 IDK No IDK IDK IDK IDK
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5 Business Case Analysis : : D,o ? ! , S E
6 Functional (Business) Requtrements | IOO ! ' ' ’
7 Technical Requirements (security/other) N o g el el i i
8 Gating 7 CINK ’
9 RFl AF TR RS L Sl S ) 7 S SR Wik Sy e ]
10 lndustry Day S R ] ’ B
11 One-on-one Meetings Ty
12 Cloud Focus Sessions - B No | B | J
. 13 Intel Community Meetings Vo 8 i |
|14 Market Research Report - i
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16  Acquisition Plan No ; -
17 Statement of Objective v (RS 5 RS T _ et B
18 Commercial ltem Determination Ny,
b _1_9_ Contract Type Decision AR ' ¢
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| 21 SingleAwardDecision T Ay L S I e i
22 | Evaluation Criteria No
23  Draft RFP(s) A el 1 i
24  Evaluation of industry responses to draft RFP(s) N .
25  Final RFP Evaluation of proposals = No. |
26  Elimination from furtherconsuderatlon I DQ . . J_ . S
‘ 27 Other program or contracting activity \)o |
| certlfy that to the best of my knowledge, the answers | provided on this document are complete and corre
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PROCEEDI NG

DIONOINS: Today is August 15, 2019. The time is now
0906 Eastern Standard Tine. | am [ISHEIEEEE and with ne today
s [DIOHDINIEE V¢ are interviewing the witness, Ms. Sally
B. Donnelly. In addition, Ms. Donnelly has retained a SR
I, /10 ar e

present with her. M. Donnelly and [BISHEINISIEEEEEE
I arc |ocated in Washington, D.C. W are located at the

Mark Center in Alexandria, Virginia. W are review nhg the DoD
handi ng of the JEDI d oud acquisition, including the devel opnent
of requirenments and the request for proposal process. A

nul tidisciplinary team of auditors, investigators and attorneys
are investigating JEDI matters referred to us by Menbers of
Congress and through the DoD Hotline. In addition, we are

revi ewi ng whet her current or fornmer DoD officials comitted

nm sconduct relating to the JEDI acquisition, such as whether any
conflict of interest related to their involvenent in the

acqui sition process. These DoD officials include: The forner
26th Secretary of Defense, M. Janes N Mattis; former Chief of
Staff to the Deputy Secretary of Defense, M. Anthony DeMartino;
former Director of Cost Assessnent and Program Eval uati on, CAPE,
M. Robert Daigle; former Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy
for Command, Control, Conmunications, Conputers, Intelligence,
Informati on Qperations and Space, M. Victor Gavin; former DDS

Product Manager, M. Deap Ubhi. Also, as the as the forner

| SO - Donnelly, Sally - 15 Aug 2019
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Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense, we will also ask
you questions about your involvenent in the JEDI d oud

acqui sition. Ms. Donnelly, | ask you at this tinme that you
acknowl edge that this interview is being recorded.

M5. DONNELLY: | do, and DOHUIGES ey | nmake one
correction?

DIONOIS: Yes, it is an administrative review and not
an investigation.

MS. DONNELLY: Yes, ma’am | believe in your titles you had
nme as a Special Assistant to Secretary Mattis. | think formally
just to be factual my title was Senior Advisor.

BIONOI®: Thank you for that correction. Please
acknowl edge that we provided you a copy of the DoD O G Privacy
Act Notice

MS. DONNELLY: Yes, you did.

BIONOINE: Pl ease raise your right hand so I’ 11|
admi ni ster the oath.

M5. DONNELLY: | am

BDIONOI®: Thank you.

SALLY B. DONNELLY

was called as a witness, placed under oath, and provided
the follow ng testinony:
EXAMI NATI ON

RY ICHOIGIS]

Q Please state your nanme and spelling your |ast nane.

| SO - Donnelly, Sally - 15 Aug 2019
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A Sally Donnelly, DO NNE-L-L-Y.

Q And please tell us about your role as the Senior
Advi sor to the Secretary of Defense.

A So, in ny role as Senior Advisor | covered a range of
issues to try to hel p advance the Secretary’s interests and
obj ecti ves.

Q ay. And explain your professional relationship with
Secretary of Defense Mattis before you becane his Senior Advisor

or Seni or Assistant.

A Yes, na’am It was advisor. So, | got to first got to
know then General Mattis when | was still in a reporter at Tine
magazi ne. | forget the date exactly but, so | got to know him

first as a reporter, and then I don't know if you know ny
background. Then | went left journalismand went to work then as
a Special Assistant to Admiral Miullen who was Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs and continued to know General Mattis as a general.
And then when General Mattis got noved to be the head of U S.
Central Command | believe it was in 2010, | went to work for him
as the head of the U S. Central Command Washi ngton Office. | |eft
that job I believe and ‘12 but stayed in contact with General
Mattis, and then end of 2016 when he gets asked to be consi dered
for the Secretary of Defense | started to help himinformally.

Q If you would turn to Tab 1 your OGE 278 noni nee
financial disclosure report. On 21 January 2017 it reflects that

you assuned the position as a Senior Advisor to the Secretary of
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Def ense and signed the OGE 278E New Entry Fi nanci al Disclosure
Report on May 17, 2017. The OGE 278 reflects that DoD SOCO

bri efed you on your ethical requirenments on August 30, 2017. What
did the SOCO ethics official tell you about your conflicts of
interest?

A | believe it's captured in the neno of August 30th. |
don’t know if you have that in front of you by [ISHEIEESI So.

it laid out and highlighted sonething [SISHDINIEEEEEEEEEEE
I od then went into some detail about the,

what was required. As you know, al so during the process of
conpleting the 278 | had conversations with SOCO as we went al ong
and | assunme sonme e-nmils, though | apol ogize |I don’'t have them
where they woul d say we need nore information on that, or that
sort of thing.

Q Wat about conflicts of interest that required you to
recuse yourself froma particular natter?

A | don't have in witing that. | think know ng the
Secretary for as long as | did and working for himand having a
relationship | knew his commander’s intent to stay in the ethical
nmdfield. So, that's where | think conceptually we were and so |
live that to the letter. So, | have, this August 30th counseling
or guidance, but | don’t have a specific 278 other guidance in
front of ne and, as you know | think the 278 is a bit of an
iterative process. So, ny understandi ng was SOCO was confortabl e

with nmaterial provided. Kevin Sweeney the Chief of Staff
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confirmed, and then informally once in the Departnment | had a
nunber of conversations verbally wth [DISHDIEES o was the
head of the SOCO Office. So, it was, the 278 was a docunent as
witten, confirmation of guidance, etcetera, but over and above
that | tried to live up to Secretary Mattis’' ethical mdfield,
and in order to do that fromthe SOCO perspective I would go see
B pretty routinely.

Q Thank you. Can you explain why there is a 7-nonth tine
gap period beginning with the date of your initial appointnent
whi ch was January 21, 2017 to the date that you received your
initial ethics briefing August 30, 2017?

A: |I'msorry, ma’ am Wy SOCO del ayed in putting this
gui dance to nme in witing?

Q VYes. I'mjust trying to find out if naybe there was
anot her ethics briefing you received prior to that. This is the
only docunentation that shows this initial briefing with you.

A. | apologize, | don't recall.

Q And can you tell me what SBD Advisors is?

A It was national security consulting firm

Q And what was your role in SBD Advi sors?

A: | was founder and effective CEQO

Q And what years did you own SBD Advi sors?

A | believe we set it up at the end of ‘12 or the

begi nning of ‘13, and then in 2016 when | went to help Secretary

Mattis | recused nyself, and then before |I walked in the
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Departnent of Defense | sold SBD

Q And who did you sell SBD Advisors to?

A.  Andre Pienaar was the organi zer of the sale of SBD.

Q Do you renenber the date that you sold the conpany to
Andre Pienaar?

A. | believe we signed the docunents on the 19th of
January, 2017, but | probably owe you a confirmation if | can
find the paperworKk.

Q Thank you. So, on the OGE 278 if you look at Part 2
Line 2 it depicts the partial sale of SBD for $390, 000. 00. Wat
can you tell us about that partial sale?

A Yes, na’am | think first, phrasing partial sale is
maybe m sconstrued. It was ny entire financial interest was sold
before | wal ked into the Departnent of Defense, but, the parti al
sale | believe is the SOCOtrying to reflect that | at that point
owned 80 percent of SBD, and so | was selling all 80 percent, ny
entire financial interest in SBD. But |I think the use of the word
partial there neans it’s not 100 percent, and | think in the
following the corrected OCE formthat SOCO itself confirned that
this asset has actually zero value to the filer and she no | onger
has any stake in the conpany. I'mjust trying to read the snall
print. Filer confirmed that this was total sale of the filer’'s
partial interest. That’'s the SOCO | anguage fromthe form 278.

BRRER: !t's on Page 1.
Q So, you said you sold 80 percent of SBD. Was there
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anot her partner?

A. Yes, ma’am It was Andre Pienaar.

Q Thank you. Was your conpany renaned or your forner
conmpany renamned?

A | didn't really followit. I don't know. So, | don’t
know when. | think they kept SBD but | can’t remenber, but at
some point | think they did do away with the nane.

Q Do you know what the current nanme of the conpany is
now?

A: | don’t know.

Q Thank you. Also in Tab 1 on your OGE 278 it shows that
you provided consulting service for Arazon Wb Service. Wat can
you tell us about that?

A.  Yes, na’am They were a | arge-scal e technol ogy provider
that had provided services to the intelligence comunity, and
they hired us to try to understand the Departnent of Defense.

Q ay. And what years were you a consultant for Amazon
Wb Services?

A | don't recall exactly, but |I believe it was nost of

2015, but | apologize, ma’am | don’t have the exact date 2015 to

2016.

Q 2015 through 20167

A 16, | believe so, yes. | believe so.

Q And why did they want to know why how t he gover nnent
wor ked?
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A: Well, | think that they have a big public sector. So
they sell to government, universities, other institutions in the
public sector, nonprofits, etcetera. So, | think the Departnent
of Defense was anot her potential customer just like the
intelligence conmunity had been.

Q And what discussions did you have with SOCO Ofice

regardi ng Amazon Web Servi ces Consultant Service?

A. Well, | think in general with ny conversations with
B vwoul d be about any clients. | don’t renenber specific ones
on Anazon, but jjlf was -- | would talk to her routinely on

anyone, and again living the conmtnent of Secretary Mattis’
ethical mdfield.

Q And what is the relationship if any between SBD
Advi sors and Amazon?

A. Well, when | was there they were a client just |ike any

other client.

EIONOIGISENN o you have any questions?
BIDNRI: No questions.
BY QICHOIGE]

Q Can you explain to ne what C5 Capital is? It's al so
listen not listed on your 278 my Nunber 5, Bl ock 4.

A. Yes. It's a UK-based investnment firm

Q And what was your role there as a consultant for C5
Capital ?

A:  So they were based in London as | said, one of our
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FI VEY partners, and they were looking | think at better
connections with the secured, national security conmunity in the
United States.

Q And what years where you the consultant for C5 Capital ?

A | believe | started after |I left Secretary Mattis. So,
it would be the beginning of 2013 | believe if ny nmenory serves.
Through when | went into the governnment and sold the conpany.

Q And what discussions did you have with SOCO Ofice
regarding C5 Capital ?

A | don't recall a specific one. | think as | said in the
conpl etion of the 278 which is an iterative process SOCO saw t hat
C5 was a forner client, and | don’'t recall a specific
conversation, but they were fully aware of everything that was on
ny form

Q And did you do any work with M. Mttis with C5
capital ?

A It was we went to the Mddle East one tinme, but it was
-- ny menory is it wasn't C5. Andre had a second hat if you will
where he worked with a rehabilitation center in Britain for
wounded warriors. It was called the Defense National
Rehabilitation Center. And so we traveled to the Mddle East to
di scuss with people there advances in technol ogy to support
wounded warriors.

Q And do you recall what tine frane that took place?

A |I'msorry, ma’am | don't.
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Q ay. Thank you. Did you need to disqualify herself
fromparticipating in any JEDI C oud acquisition activities
because of any of those relationships or interests with C5
Capital, SBD Advisors, and Amazon Web Services?

A Well, ma’am in ny role | had nothing to do with
acqui sitions, contracting, procurenment, requirenment witing,
etcetera, etcetera. So, | never had anything to do with those on
any product or service in the Departnment. So, | wasn't -- | have
no nmenory of being specifically given witten guidance on it, but
and it's, since | had nothing to do with any of the sort of
bui I di ng bl ocks of contracting or procurenent, or requirenents |
don’t recall having a specific recusal letter or discussion.

Q Thank you. So, if you could please turn to Tab 3. On
your --

A.  Okay. Yes. Sorry. Yeah.

Q ay. This is your OCE termination report and it shows
that you termnated your position fromthe governnent on March 9,
2018.

A Yes.

Q And you signed the report on 3 May, two nonths after

term nation. Please explain the difference between your recorded

10

date of term nation which was March, and the date that you signed

the report in May 2017.
A | did what SOCO told ne --

Q ‘18.
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A. -- to do. So, | took their guidance.

Q So, what was the effective date of your termnation?

A Well, | resigned so that was -- | thought it was the
3rd of March. | renenber having a conversation with the Secretary
in late February, but | think the date | stopped being a
government enpl oyee was March 9th.

Q Also on the 278e termnation report Part 2, Line 2 it

depicts sal e proceeds of $1,170,000. Wat can you tell us about

t hat ?

A | think that was the paynents | had received for the
sal e of SBD.

BIRNRIE 'n addition to the 390.

A Well, no. Sorry, ma’am Just on this formit's 1.1, but

in the earlier one it was 390. So conbined. That’'s what | said. |
said the final.

Q And when did you first learn that you were to receive a
subsequent paynent for the sale of SBD?

A: | apologize. Wien | agreed to sell the conpany before |
wal ked into the governnent, we agreed on the file final sale
price and so | assuned then | would get it shortly.

Q And who did you informabout this agreenment of final
sal e?

A. Well clearly SOCO |s that what you nmean?

Q Yes.

Yes.
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Q And what did they advise you?

A | think, I don't recall exactly any advice besides
their acceptance of what | wote here, and just to be clear, when
| signed the agreenment and had nothing to do with SBD before |
wal ked into the governnent. The agreenent said | would be paid
over tine | think 390 which is on the first form and then the
rest over tine.

Q Do you have a copy of that agreenment that you coul d
share with us?

A | think, yeah, | think nmy counsel could get that.

BY IS

Q And na’am just a point out of clarification. Did the
noney that was paid over tine to you, did they go into |ike an
escrow account or do you know?

A: No, sir. It came into ny account.

Q ay. Thank you.

BY NSNS

Q And did you report that as soon as you received
subsequent paynents to SOCO?

A.  Yes, na’am and you know, |like a credit card purchase
or sonething | had nothing to do with SBD before | wal ked into
the governnment, and | frankly believed the nobney woul d cone at
some tine, but | wasn't concerned with it in a way. | had nothing
to do with that. So, | was just focused on ny day job.

Q Okay. What relationship if any is there between M.
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Pi enaar’s current conpany that you sold which was SBD Advi sors
and Amazon?

A. |I'msorry, ma’am | don't know

Q Do you know if there’'s a relationship with this conpany
and the Departnent of Defense?

A: | don’t know.

Q And can you please tell nme about your new conpany,
Pal | as Advi sors?

A: Yes, ma’am | started that in the l[ate sumer | believe
of 18, and it’'s a national security consulting firm

Q And what discussions did you have with SOCO O fice
concerni ng your post governnent enploynent?

A Well, | have a fornmal letter fromthem |I'mlooking to
see if it’s in this package, but | have a formal letter that |ays
out the fact that | did not have involvenent in particular
matters. | didn't do acquisition, contract, and procurenent, but
| was regul ated by the nornal cooling-off period, etcetera.

Q Oay. And | believe that's located in Tab 1-Bravo.

Ch, sorry.
If you could --

Okay yes. Sorry about that. Yep.

Q » Q 2

And if you could just give ne a -- tell me what your
under st andi ng was that your cooling-off period?
A Well, according to the letter it’s one year and then

because | was a -- this is separate the pledge, | assune you have
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it, obligations under the ethics pledge, etcetera, etcetera. So
all of those relevant regulations and restrictions apply to ne.

Q Wat did SOCO ethics officials tell you about hiring
previ ous government enpl oyees?

A: | don't believe that was restricted in the letter, and
| don't recall a specific conversation about that.

Q Wat other discussions did you have with SOCO Ofice
after you departed the governnent?

A | don't recall specific ones, |'msorry.

Q D d SOCO advi se you about participating in matters
i nvol ving Amazon or its affiliates?

A This ethics letter is ny guide star, so we nmay have had
conversations, but | always go back to the letter.

Q And what is the relationship between Pallas Advisors
and DoD?

A.  The relationship? Could you just, would you nind what
do you nean by rel ationship?

Q Business relationship.

A: So, I'"munder NDA's not to talk about clients, but, can

| just take a break for one second?

Q Sure.

A Ma anf

Q Yes.

A.  Yeah, so we are a subcontractor to contractor who has a

busi ness relationship with the Arny.
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Q Wat about business relationship with Amazon under this

unbrel | a?
A: | amunconfortable tal king about clients, but it's --

have no rel ationships with any cloud providers.

BIGNEINES B do you have a fol l owup question?

BIDNRI: No questions.

BY NSNS

Q Earlier you tal ked about your travel to the United
Kingdomwith M. Mttis and you nentioned M. Pienaar had a
separate task there as far as -- -

BRRER: Holdon DIOHUIME ! think there's a
correction.

A | thought | said we traveled to the Mddle East.

Q Mddle East, okay.

A Yeah.

Q ay. Thank you. Okay. If you go to Tab Nunber 7,
there's a trip itinerary listed and the personal staff listed
there shows yourself and the principal whichis M. Mttis.

A And just to confirm ma'am This is the one that says
as of Monday, March 27, 20177

Q Yes, nm’am

A.  (Ckay, great. Go ahead.

Q So, it indicates that you traveled with M. Mattis to
the United Kingdom March 29 through 1 April 2017. Wat was the

purpose for this trip?
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A. So, if I'mlooking to go to the itinerary, it starts in
New York and goes through London and back | believe, yes. Right.
So, nixed objectives | believe. To listen and gain perspective
fromoutsiders which was a | ot of the New York, and to see
Anmbassador Haley in New York was to build a relationship. | think
he had nmet her, but really don't understand her perspective
because the United Nations is a critical player in policy making
and international relations. And to Britain to reconfirmthe
strong alliance, spend sonme time with his counterpart, and do a
press availability, and a neeting with the Prine Mnister, then a
di scussion, and then a dinner to finish off. And then the | ast
part is IISSis areally inportant think tank based in London. It
al so runs two di al ogues around the world both of which Secretary
Mattis had been, was going to one in Manama, Bahrain and the
ot her in Singapore.

Q Do you renenber who requested this trip?

A. | do not.

Q So, inthis itinerary we see that M. Mattis nmet with
Teresa Carl son and Andre Pienaar in London. Please tell us about
this neeting or this dinner. It's listed as a dinner.

A Yes, nma’am | think it’s arguable | guess whether to
call it a meeting because it was a dinner set up by G aham Lanb
whom | think you see there on the list. He's a retired comander
of British special forces, an old friend of Secretary Mattis’,

and | believe when the trip was comng together and in ny
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experience, and as | think you know the Senior Mlitary Assistant
Admiral Faller would be kind of the trip director and woul d
decide along with Kevin Sweeney the Chief of Staff what neetings
woul d take place and who would be in them etcetera, etcetera. So
| believe when the discussion cane up about going to the UK,
Secretary Mattis asked | believe either Adniral Faller or | to
get in touch with Graham Lanb who he knew for a long tinme and to
maybe put a few peopl e together for dinner.

Q So Ms. Carlson and M. Pienaar were not on any of the
official portions of the itinerary. So, can you tell me how they
were included as part of this dinner?

A Well General Lanb was the organi zer and assenbl ed the
group. You can see also Mnister Elwood who is also a friend of
Secretary Mattis’ and knows Ceneral Lanb. So, | don't have deep
insight as to why CGeneral Lanmb chose these people or why they
were there. Cbviously he knows Andre. | know Andre, and | am an
acquai ntance of Teresa because she was at Amazon.

Q What was discussed at this dinner?

A.  So general topics. My nenory is that M nister El wood
©ne.ovne. ...
BEER Sco Yeren and what was going on in Yenen was part of the
conversation. As you know the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Enirates both have deep interest in Yenen and, so it
was a conversation of that. My menory too is that there were sone

wounded warrior issues discussed, and then just general sort of
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geopolitics and security issues. General Richards you see there
al so Secretary Mattis knows, was the former Chief of Defense of
Great Britain. So, people who had worked in the national security
space for a long tine.

Q ay. Also on the itinerary the dinner event shows “off
the record |istening node.” Wat does that nean?

A:  So you can also see that in the Financial Tinmes event
above and also in the second page of I1SS “off the record
listening node.” Frankly, it was just an indicator to the
Secretary that there was no press and this is not for himto be
expected to give a speech or share anything in particular. It was
that he was nostly in |istening node.

Q ay. Thank you. Do you know i f SOCO provi ded any
gui dance or advice about attending this dinner set up by General
Lanb?

A: As with all these trips, in the trip neeting the senior
mlitary assistant would run and discuss options from Policy, or
the Hill, or Public Affairs. | assuned and believed that the SOCO
or ethics lawers would review all of these engagenents and cl ear
on them Certainly the senior military assistant since he was
sort of in charge of trips would square up the list and the Chief
of Staff would also go over the list. Both of all of us inforned
by SOCO or ethics |lawers in general.

Q ay. If you could please turn to Tab nunber 9 and

we're looking for an e-mail dated April 18, 2017 fromyou to M.
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Ant hony DeMartino. The subject is SEDDEF neeting with Jeff. Need
your hel p pl ease.

A:  Just one second. Sorry |’'m cranking through these
pi eces of paper. 4/18/2017?

Q April 18, 2017.

A.  Yes, correct. | amwth you.

Q Inthis e-mail you state to M. Anthony DeMartino who's
referred to as Tony that we should stand back and | et the SECDEF
process work. W should not take action -- we should take no
action to help. Not our place, not proper. \Wat can you tell me
about that?

A So this, going back to the trail it was a neeting
related to Amazon and with all neetings we had a process in the
front office where the Chief of Staff would look at it and if
required get inputs fromvarious parts of the Departnment
including ethics. So, what |'msaying to M. DeMartino here is
| et that process work. Make sure SOCO i s engaged which they
al ways normally were. It’s the Chief of Staff’s decision, and so
not -- don’t take any special action. Let the process work.

Q Asoin that sanme tab there’'s an e-mail dated 21 April
2017, to [DIONUINIENE 2nd Rear Admiral Faller fromyou. Subject,
flaggi ng. Jeff Bezos’' office called on Thursday 27 April. What
can you tell us about that e-nmil exchange?

A So, I'mjust going through it here. So, you can see

BIONEINIEN 2os the PVMA to the SECDEF, and routinely they woul d
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sort of send these around. You can see the |list of people who are
on the CC, [DISHEINIE®] s the head of the read ahead, what we
call ed the machine. They did read aheads. They scrubbed |ists.
They came up with ideas, etcetera, etcetera. So, this is R
I scending to ne yes, then, yeah, all these others. And so
part of ny role |I think they saw it was outside engagenent. |f
they are a think tanker coning to town or if the head of I1SS, or
a reporter or colummists, they would sort of run it by nme
someti mes knowi ng that the Chief is the decider of who gets in
neeti ngs, and who goes to neetings, etcetera, do we take
neetings. So, this is nme sonmewhat flippantly | believe sending it
back to the Chief of Staff. So that nmay be a shorthanded way of
j ust sayi ng.

Q Oay. Also in the e-mail you wote | think he’'s a
geni us of our age, so why not? What can you tell me about that
st at enent ?

A Well, that was probably flippant | anguage for an
official e-mail. So, my m stake probably, but I'’msending it back
to the Chief basically to say you know, | think he had a good
sense of who Bezos, just like Tim Cook, and just like Eric
Schmi dt, who these people were. So, | was just sort of flippantly
sending it back to the Chief.

Q ay. In another e-nmail dated 23 April 2017, sane tab,
the subject, why Bezos? And this is an e-nmil that you prepared.

Do you see that e-mail, ma’ anf?
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A Yes, nma’am 4/23 to Adnmiral Faller. Yep.

Q Yes, and it states he asks via Teresa Carlson at the
di nner in London. Can you please identify who you're referring to
when you say he asks?

A.  Yeah, so ny nmenory isn't perfect of the detail, but |
believe | was told that M. Bezos asked via, when Teresa was at
the dinner, to see Secretary Mattis. So, that’'s why the he refers
to M. Bezos.

Q Do you know what M. Bezos wanted to discuss with M.

Mattis?
A | had no insight, so | was basically |aying out sone
thoughts. | nmean ny role was to try to be kind of outside eyes

and ears, and to help the Departnment and the Secretary be aware
of technol ogi cal change that would be inportant for the
warfighter, and particularly inportant for Secretary Mttis’
third line of effort which was to bring real reformto the
Departnent of Defense. So, just like Eric Schmidt, and Satya
Nadel | a, and others Anazon has a pretty good track record with
t echnol ogy and i nnovati on.

Q Oay. So I'd like for you to go back to Tab nunber 8,
and this is the travel in August of 2017 fromthe 9th through the
12t h of August 2017.

A Yes, ma’am

Q To Palo Alto, California and Seattle, Washington.

A Yes, nm’ am
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Q It shows you listed on the itinerary as well. D d you
attend this trip?

A: | did not.

Q Do you know what the purpose of this trip was?

A Well just going through the itinerary it was a m xed
bag as many of these trips were. He obviously went to the sub
base in Washington State, Kitsap, and that’'s obviously to touch
with the troops, get a sense fromthe commanders their views of
things and, you know Secretary Mattis really enphasized the
i mportance of the Indo Pacific as a focus area. So, going out
there was part of that. He also just given their role in the

gl obal strike I think he wanted to see them Then he went to

22

Seattle. Again, | think w t hiSSHSIEIESNE » the machine, and the

Kevin Sweeney the Chief, and Admiral Faller, there had been a

di scussion, if you' re going out to Washington State should you
take sone advantage and see places |like Mcrosoft, and Amazon,
and ot her technol ogy conpani es out there? My nenory is we tried
to get Mcrosoft on the schedule but the CEO wasn’t there at the
time. So, you can see he ended up neeting with M. Bezos then he
went down to Washington, sorry, to Palo Alto area to see DI U X
I"msure you all are familiar with DIU-X. It's one of the

i nnovative hubs for the Departnent of Defense, and then you know
that he was a fell ow when he was retired, Secretary Mattis, at
the Hoover Institution. So, he got to know former Secretary

Schultz very well there, built a good relationship with him |
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don’t know if that was a one-on-one dinner with the former
Secretary of State, forner Secretary of the Treasury Schultz, and
| as noted didn’t go on the trip so | apol ogi ze.

Q Do you know if there was a DoD cl oud discussion during
his neeting with M. Bezos on August 10, 2017?

A: | do not know. I was not there. | don’t recall. Can
just make one other point, sorry?

A.  Sure.

A. | stopped before the end of this itinerary. He went
al so to see Google and then ny nenory, but it nay be faulty, is
that there's a private coffee there after the tech roundtabl e at
the Four Seasons on Friday at 1515. | believe that was Ti m Cook
of Apple. So, just again trying to have the Secretary neet and
under st and the perspectives of these technol ogy | eaders and
(i naudi bl e).

Q ay. And what pages that on that you said that you
believe there was another neeting with industry?

A So, it’s on Page 5 of 7, and starts at the top Friday,
9: 50. Motorcade to Googl e headquarters.

Q Cay.

A. That's way down at the bottom It says 1515 to 1615
private coffee Four Seasons. | believe that was M. Cook, and
then you see he went to a funeral | believe of, | think it was a
former Marine | believe.

Q ay. Also there’s an e-mail dated 10 August 2017 that
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EIONOIE® scnds you an e-mail that stated, boss did say that he
is 99.9 percent there in ternms of going to the cloud. Can you
expl ain what this neant?
A: Yes, na’am Could you point ne to where that is?

Yes, that’'s also in Tab nunber 9.

Ni ne?

Ten as you were.

Oh, 10. Ckay. Sorry, just one second.

Q

A

Q

A

Q Should be the third page --
A.  Ckay, yeah.

Q ~--in.

A:  Yeah. August 10, 2017, yeah. So, and you know il
I 'os the head of the again, what we called the machine. It
was prepared read aheads, he gave options on trips. [BISHDINIESI

DS EIONES R o 2 whi e,

so he also provided |I'd say a sense of, kind of things that woul d
nake sense for the Secretary and not. So, that e-mail | think
it’s himjust giving back briefs to, because |I did not go on the
trip. So | think he's just sending nme an update.

Q Do you know how |l ong M. Bezos was present during this
visit?

A. |I'msorry, | do not.

Q And do you know what [DISHEIEES neant when he said
they seemto click, and that would be M. Mttis and M. Bezos?

A: | don’t know. Yeah, | don't know.
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Q And, do you know if they had any di scussi ons about
cl oud conpani es or other cloud conpani es?

A |I'msorry, ma’am | don't.

Q Also, the neeting with Google you'd began di scussing it
early. This was the e-mail dated 11 August. The trip was 11
August 2017, and that’'s also in Tab 10.

BERRR: Rght, just before that.

A Sally, | apologize if you received an update. No. Yes,
na’am Are you tal king about an e-nmil on 8 -- August 11, 2017
you which starts, “Sally, apologize if you ve receive an update?”

Q Yes.

A.  Yes. Ckay. Go ahead.

Q Yes, can you tell nme about that e-mail?

A: | think that, again, [DISHESIEES ) ust giving me a back
brief, and that’'s actually where you see the Tim Cook neeting.
You said there was a Tim Cook neeting. So, | think he's just
giving ne a back brief as we tried to share, you know, because if
one group of people would travel they just tried to keep the back
guys up to date.

Q Do you know if there’'s any discussions during this
peri od about a DoD cl oud?

A Well it says, if you read the e-mail, also talk through
conversion process to cloud, and that's from Google, and Googl e
as you know is one of the significant cloud players. So, | think

this is jjjjf j ust capturing that. | don’t see anything else there
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in the piece, inthis e-mail.
Q Oay. Also in that sane tab there’'s an e-nmail dated

August 14, 2017. Subject is SD Action report from M. DeMartino

to you.
A: Just one minute, ma’am It’s in that same tab?
Q VYes. It should be next to the last two pages.
A.  Ch, 10 al pha. Okay. Sorry. August 14, 2017.

Q And it reads, between us to the Mcrosoft versus Amazon
di scussi on. \Wat does Amazon with the Mcrosoft versus Amazon
mean?

A. M. DeMartino wote that, so | think he woul d be a
better position to answer that. He is, if you | ook down in the
e-mai |, M. Shanahan then the Deputy Secretary of Defense asked a
question how do the Mcrosofts of the world fit in the equation.

Q Do you renenber what the outconme was regarding his
question?

A Vvell, BIDIRI answers it there. Mcrosoft trying to
enter the gane especially on M., but still a gen, which I think
generation, behind Anmazon and Google in ny estimation, and then
he says one area | think Mcrosoft is ahead is augnented reality,
and virtual reality.

Q ay. Can you tell nme what the inpotence was for the
def ense cl oud, now known as the JEDI C oud acquisition?

A | don’t know in any sort of technical detail. | only

know sort of froma non-substantive | ayperson perspective what
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the experts would say about it, the Dana Deasys, CI O and that
sort of thing.

Q And do you know why the Departnment needs an enterprise
cl oud?

A Only what they say publicly, and | think actually M.
Deasy and Li eutenant General Shanahan just did a round table 10
days ago or sonething to try to explain noving data at speed is
advant ageous for the warfighter. But, | apologize |I'mnot a
techni cal expert so | don't have the depth of know edge probably
to answer the question at all.

Q ay. So, how do you respond to the assertions that you
pl ayed a key role in the JEDI O oud acquisition and had a
conflict of interest?

A | reject that.

2d"> ©. ©) ()C)

Q M am can you explain why you reject that?

A Sure. So, DIGOHUIEE can you restate exactly and |11
tell you specifically?

BY NSNS

Q How do you respond to assertions that you played a key
role in the JEDI Coud acquisition and had a conflict of
interest?

A Right.

BEREER: Do you want to answer the two separate the first

and second question?
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A.  The two separate. Yeah the first is key role in the
acquisition. O course | played no key role in any acquisition. |
pl ayed no role in any acquisition, contract, or procurenent, or
requi rement witing. So, that sort of stands alone. | had none of
the expertise, the background, it wasn't ny job. Frankly |’ m not
-- | don't understand the process. |I'mnot a contracting,
procurenment, or requirenents expert. So, that assertion on its
face is conpletely inaccurate. And | think if you | ook at ny
background in what | did in nmy role, all of that would be obvious
to whonmever nmade that assertion. And, the second part is | had a
conflict of interest?

Q Yes.

A Ma anf

Q VYes, that was the second part.

A. Yeah, so | reject that as well. The Ofice of Standards
of Conduct registered and wote in black and white routinely that
| filed all required docunments. | did everything by the rules and
regul ati ons, and not only the letter of the law, but know ng
Secretary Mattis for as long as | have, and naintaining his
commander’s intent of staying in the ethical mdfield, is how
I"ve lived ny entire life, but certainly particularly in this job
| understood that my role was narrow in a way had nothing to do
wi th acquisition, procurenent, or requirenents. If there were
out si de perspectives that | thought the team should know about |

certainly didn't hesitate in trying to bring that to their
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attention. Even as you show on that note

sent to Admira

Fal | er,

and part of that on the technology front to respond to

his third line of effort in particular,

was to get

hi m access,

hi mand the | eadership team Secretary Shanahan as wel |,

to the

broad range of capabilities in the technol ogy space.

That’ s why

pushed for himto see Mcrosoft and across Googl e,

and Appl e,

29

etcetera. It was to try to get full exposure to the best of

technology to try to help solve the problens.

DICHDINE® BIEEEE. do you have a question?
BY RSO
Q Maam in your role as the Senior Advisor to the

SECDEF, can you give us a perspective on what M. Mttis' intent

and objective was with the cloud initiative?

A Well, again, you' ve got three lines of effort,

lethality, allies and partners, and reform And, | think he
want ed, and he gave this direction to Secretary Shanahan to bring

the best of the best to the Departnent of Defense. In terns of

capabilities. Whether that be hypersonic mssiles or technol ogy.

And | think over time, and with help from Secretary Shanahan who
you also know is very faniliar with the Seattle and Washi ngton
area, and West Coast technol ogy. Over a series of discussions
with them and others in the Departnent, Ellen Lord, etcetera,
think he cane to realize that there were opportunities on the
reformline of effort that he could hel p Secretary Shanahan, who

really had the | ead on the business operations side of the
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Departnent to advance it in a fair and free manner, and in a way
that would help the warfighter. So, that’'s |I think what he was
aimng for, but back to the ethical midfield and back to the fact
that he never talked, in ny experience he never tal ked a
contract, or a program or an acquisition in ny entire time with
hi m

BY NSNS

Q On the matrix you indicated an asteri sk where the d oud
Executive Steering Goup was. Can you pl ease share with us what
your role was with the CESG?

A: Yes, ma’am | had no formal role with them Wat | was
trying to indicate to you all there and be conpl etely transparent
is there was a di scussion of having Secretary Shanahan wite kind
of OPED on laying out the reasons for the cloud, and | hel ped
edit, it’'d already been witten and drafted, by subject matter
experts and technical experts. | just tried to help edit it into
| ayman’ s | anguage, nake it a little bit nore approachable, and I
al so renenber asking repeatedly | think why we had to have what |
thought was a silly nane for it but | didn't really win that
ar gunent .

Q And, what docunent are you referring to that you
assisted in the --

A Well, they were tal ki ng about putting an op-ed in, and
so | think it ended up in Defense ONE i n maybe the late sumrer. |

can’t really renmenber. | don’t have it here at ny hand.
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apol ogi ze, but it was for Secretary Shanahan, again who is
techni cally capabl e and understands these things to try to lay
out the reasoning for it | believe, but | acted is kind of a |ay
person, non-substantive editor type.

Q ay. Also in the packet in Tab nunber 7A we provi ded
you with the C oud Conbi ned Congressional Report. And those are
the responses back to the Menbers of Congress regarding the
SECDEF' s responsibility as well as the DEPSEC s responsibility to
provide a report on the cloud. In the last two of three pages
there’'s a determ nation and findings for authority. Do you have
that docunent in there, na’an? And it’'s by Ellen Lord. Signed by
Ell en Lord.

A. | apologize, | do not.

BERRER: Al we have, just all we have are three
congressional report summary sheets in that tab.

Q Okay. No worries. My question was did you have any role
in the single award strategy?

A: | did not.

Q Thank you. Do you know who nade the decision that a
single award strategy was the best strategy for the JED d oud
acqui sition?

A. | do not.

Q Do you know who the deci sion-naking authority
responsi bl e for maki ng the deci sion about single versus

nul ti source strategy, who was that individual?
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I"msorry, | do not.

kay. Thank you. Are you okay for tine, na' an?

> Q0 >

Yes.
Q Al right. W can go to Tab nunmber 11. This is a
nmeeting with Mcrosoft.
A.  Ckay.
BRRNE B con | just ask about how nuch
| onger you think this is going to run? I'mjust trying to
determ ne whether or not | need to have a confort break.
BIONOIN®: Understood. W' re |ooking at about an hour.

BRI Okay. So, would you mind if I take a confort

break right now? We'll just put you on nute --
DIONOINS: Sure. W'll take a pause.
BERERER: And 1’1l pick back up again?

DIONODIS: \Ve'!ll take a pause.
BRI Al right. Thank you very much.

DIONOI®: Ckay. The tinme is now 10:10 a.m W're

pausi ng the recorders.

[ The interview paused at 10:10 a.m, August 15, 2019.]

[ The interview resuned at 10:13 a.m, August 15, 2019.]
DIONOI®: The tine is 10:13. W are back online. During

our break | asked you to turn to Tab nunber 11 where there’s an

e-nmai | dated Novenber 30, 2017 from M. DeMartino. Part of that

e-mail chain is an e-mail fromyourself to M. Kevin Sweeney. And

it talks about a January 8 neeting with Mcrosoft CEQ
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BRRER: ! think this is Tab 12.
A No, | think it’s Tab 11, but it’'s Novenber 7th.

BRRR: No, no, no. There is a Novenber 30, 2017 from

Tony DeMartino to Patrick Shanahan, [BISHEINIESIEEEEEE

I
A.  Ch, yes. Ckay.

BRRR: 't's forwarded January 8 nmeeting with M crosoft
CEOQ Satya Nadella. | think that's under our -- that’'s the first
docunent in our Tab 11, or tab 12, right.

A. Tab 12, 12, 12, 12.

BRRER: 's that the document?

BDIONOINS: Yes, that is the docunent.

BY NSNS

Q Wat can you tell us about this neeting? Did M. Mattis
ever neet with the Mcrosoft CEO? It appears that there was a
neeting schedul ed for 8 January that woul d take place for 2018.

A.  Absolutely he nmet with him

Q Do you know what was di scussed? Was this an office call
or?

A: This was an office call and the Deputy Secretary
joined. | was there, and |I believe Kevin Sweeney, and obviously
the Secretary asked Secretary Shanahan to join in part back to
t he DEPSECDEF as you know is essentially the COO of the
Departnent of Defense, particularly on business operations, new

technol ogy, etcetera, and the Secretary, sorry, Mttis knew t hat
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Secretary Shanahan nmay be nore confortable in the discussions.
So, yes. It took place. It was in the Secretary’'s office at that
little table to the left of his desk.

Q Can you share with ne what was discussed during this
neeti ng?

A | think it was broadly about technology wit large. It
was al so about how M. Nadella was changing the culture of
M crosoft, and kind of where he wanted to take the conpany in
terns of services. And, | think -- he has an interesting personal
story, M. Nadella so he talked a little bit about that. But, as
| put in ny e-mail here the Secretary does not talk specifically
about contracts, acquisitions, or progranms. So, | think that was
correct that we didn't discuss any specific programor contract,
or particular matter.

Q ay. Thank you. So, given everything that we've
di scussed, what conments have you made about Amazon in public, in
neetings, or privately that could have given thema conpetitive
advant age?

A | don't believe |I had any.

Q Have you ever said in public, in neetings, or in a
private event discussions about other vendors conpeting for the
JEDI C oud contract?

A: | have no nenory of doing so. | don't recall

Q D d anyone attenpt to influence you to favor Amazon

over other vendors conpeting for the JEDI C oud contract?
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A Since | had nothing to do with contracts, or the
acqui sition, requirenent, or procurenment | don't see why they
woul d but certainly no one did.

Q How do you respond to the assertion that you favored
Amazon over other vendors for the JED C oud contract?

A Well, as a former reporter | always like to know the
source of assertions but let’'s table that one for now. | did not
have anything to do with the contracting requirenent,
procurenment, or acquisition of the cloud. I was -- | had no
substantive role on those issues. | have no technical expertise
on those issues. What | tried to do was give a broad view of new
technol ogies to the | eadership team froma range of conpanies.

Q Oay. So nowl'd like to nove over and start to talk
about all the other DoD officials beginning with M. Janes
Mattis. What was M. Mattis' involvenment in the JED C oud
acqui sition?

A. So, | don't want to be cute here but when you say the
acqui sition, can you be nore specific?

Q Such as the request for nmenorandum the JROC
nmenor andum the statenent of objectives, anything that deals with
the acquisition itself.

A: | have no idea. | believe he woul d have nothi ng of that
specificity or detail.

Q And what were your interactions with M. Mattis as they

related to the JEDI d oud acquisition?
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A.  Zero. Nothing.

Q And how do you respond to the assertions that M.
Mattis played a key role in the JEDI O oud acquisition?

A | don't think he played any specific substantive role
in acquisitions.

Q How do you respond to the assertion that he had a
conflict of interest?

A | guess I'd find that odd and without basis in fact.

Q Wy?

A. Because he had no, to ny know edge, he had no
relati onship with Anazon. O any of the others ones. Cearly he
was on the board of General Dynami cs, but he had no business
relati onship with Google or Apple or any of those guys.

Q Wat have you ever heard M. Mattis say about Amazon?

A It's a broad topic. | think he found the | eaders of all
of these conpanies, M. Nadella, again particularly because of
his really remarkabl e personal story, M. Schnidt, M. Cook, M.
Bezos. These people have built |arge, successful, Anerican
busi nesses who help the country and, in nany cases hire a | ot of
veterans. And support the intelligence conmunity, the Departnent
of Defense. | think in general he was very favorable to conpanies
that would help the national security of the United States.

Q And what has M. Mattis done or ever said that woul d
cause you to question his inpartiality or ethics concerning

Amazon?
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A:  Absol utely nothing.

Q Has anyone ever told you that M. Mattis said or did
anyt hing that would cause themto question his inpartiality
concerni ng Anazon?

A No, ma'am

Q Concerning the JEDI C oud acquisition?

A No, ma'am

Q M. DehMartino, please tell ne about your business
relationship with M. DeMarti no.

A.  Yeah, he was an enpl oyee of SBD when he | eft government
| believe, 1'lIl have to check the nunber, but I think in 2014
believe and he cane to SBD, and |'ve known hi mwhen he was still
an officer in the United States Arny working for Admiral Millen
in the Ofice of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs. | knew him
when he was in the mlitary and | thought he was a snart,
ethical, results-oriented officer and person. So he cane to work
for me there, and then when Secretary Mattis got our help in
terns of preparing for confirmation, M. DeMartino hel ped there,
and he had run conmander's actions groups, sort of think tanks
for commanders. So, he was very confortable doing that. And then
Secretary Mattis asked himto come in the Departnent where he was
the Deputy Chief of Staff to Kevin Sweeney, and then to Secretary
Shanahan he was Chief of Staff, Acting Chief of Staff, and then
when he decided to | eave the Department | thought again, he had a

| ot of experience, and ethical bearing, and smart. So | talked to
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hi m about coming to Pallas. So, he works with nme at Pall as.

Q Did anyone express concerns to you about his post
government enpl oynment with your conpany?

A No, ma'am

Q And, did you have any type of understandi ng about M.
DeMartino’ s ethics agreenent?

A | do not. | expressed and | know he lives up to the
ethical obligations required of him

Q And, what is your understanding of M. DeMartino’s
duties and responsibilities as the Chief of Staff to the Deputy
Secretary of Defense?

A Well, like all Chiefs of Staff they have to quote
unquote keep the trains running on tinme. They have to bal ance the
priorities of their principal, nmake judgnent calls every day, and
under stand the objectives and goals of their principals, and help
them achi eve that, and always doing so with a sense of protecting
the integrity of the office and of the people.

Q And did M. DeMartino have a relationship with or
interest in SBD Advi sors?

A:  He was an enpl oyee of SBD.

Q Do you know what period he served as an enpl oyee?

A: | don't have the exact details. |'msorry. | think I
tried to give you the ballpark dates there. Sorry.

Q And do you know if M. DeMartino has a relationship

with C5 Capital ?
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A Not to the best of ny know edge, absolutely not.

Q What about Anazon?

A No.

Q Have you ever heard M. DeMartino say anythi ng about
Amazon?

A Well, when they were a client of SBD obviously, but
nothing in specific that | can recall.

Q Wat has M. DelMartino ever said or done that woul d
cause you to question his inpartiality or ethics concerning
Amazon?

A:  Absol utely nothing.

Q Has anyone ever told you that M. DeMartino said or did
anyt hing that would cause themto question his inpartiality
concer ni ng Anazon?

A No, ma'am

Q Wat about the JEDI C oud acquisition?

A No, ma'am

Q And do you know M. Robert Daigle?

A Yes.

Q And what was your professional relationship with M.
Dai gl e?

A So | didn’'t know himbefore he canme into the
governnment. | got to know himkind of as an acquai ntance. W
woul d both attend the | arge group neetings on Tuesdays and

Thursdays with the Secretary and the DEPSECDEF. | know he played
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an inportant role in assessing the, matching of budgets to
strategy and resources, etcetera. And then once he left the
government we asked himto cone as a sort of, we call it a 1099.
A contract enployee at Pallas. So, he's not really a full up
enpl oyee. He works kind of at his own tinme. So, he works at
Pal | as sonetines with us now.

Q And when did you ask himto join your teamthere at
Pal | as?

A:  \When he decided to | eave the governnent. | didn't -- |
don't know himwell enough to know his thinking when he deci ded,
and why he decided, et cetera, but, | thought he was a snart and
experienced person. He al so has worked on the H Il for
Congr essnan Thornberry beforehand, and just a really bal anced and
et hi cal person.

Q Do you know if M. Daigle had any relationship with C5
Capital or Anazon?

A | do not know, but | would be surprised if he did.

Q And do you know if M. Daigle needed to disqualify
hinsel f fromparticipating in the JED Coud acquisition because
of any of those rel ationships or interests?

A. | do not know.

Q And, what was M. Daigle's involvenent in the JEDI
Cl oud acqui sition?

A. |I'msorry, ma'am | don't know.

Q Wat have you heard M. Daigle say about Anazon?
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A: No particular nenory.

Q D d you ever hear himsay anything about any of the
ot her vendors conpeting for the JEDI contract?

A No, ma'am

Q Has anyone ever told you that M. Daigle said or did
anyt hing that would cause themto question his inpartiality
concerni ng Anazon?

A:  Absolutely not.

Q ay. Do you know who M. Victor Gavin is?

A: No, | do not.

Q ay. How do you respond to the assertion that M.
Gavin played a role in the JEDI doud acquisition and had a
conflict of interest?

A: | have no idea.

Q How do you respond to the assertion that M. Daigle
pl ayed a role in the JEDI Cdoud acquisition and had a conflict of
interest?

A: | have no facts to support that or to contest it. |
don't know.

Q So, do you know who M. Deap Ubhi is?

A: Only by public reports.

Q And, how do you respond to the assertion that M. Ubhi
pl ayed a key role in the JEDI O oud acquisition and had a
conflict of interest?

A: |I'msorry, | have no idea.

41
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Q ay. So, how do you respond to reports that you may
have viol ated ethics rules by having a prior commerci al
relati onship with Anazon and its commercial partner C5 Capital?

A | reject those entirely. | abided by everything that
the Standards of Conduct O fice instructed me to. | consulted
with them | worked in consultation with the Chief of Staff for
the Secretary of Defense, the Senior MIlitary Assistant. | think
that's just unsubstantiated assertion perhaps for reasons | can't
real |y understand, and as you know and has been confirnmed, | had
not hing to do with any acquisition, contracting, requirenent, or
procur enent .

Q ay. Wat about the other officials we di scussed?

A. | apologize, can you state the assertion?

Q That they nmay have violated ethics rules by having a
prior conmercial relationship with Arazon and its comrerci al
partner C5 Capital ?

A: Certainly not to the best of my know edge.

Q ay. How do you respond to reports that you received
substantial, undisclosed paynents for the sale of your consulting
firm SBD Advi sors?

A: | absolutely reject that.

Q Wy?

A. Because everything | got, and everything |I did was
disclosed to DoD ethics |awers. They confirmthe veracity of

that, and no significant person has ever chall enge that.
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checked with SOCO and it's in witing.

Q ay. How do you respond to reports that you may have
failed to disclose the SBD sale paynents after you left the
Pent agon?

A. | reject that as well. As indicated on the form 278
form the corrected one the conpany was sold before |I wal ked into
the Pentagon. That's a legal sale. The paynents were expected in
the agreenent over tinme, and it was expected. So | think that's a
fal se accusation

Q How do you respond to reports that Amazon nay have
facilitated paynents to you related to the sale of SBD Advisors?

A: |'ve actually never heard that before and | conpletely
reject it. Again, on the ethics fornms confirnmed by DoD ethics
| awyers, everything | did was reported and accounted for. So, |
reject that claimor fantasy assertion.

Q ay. So, how do you respond to reports that you had a
prior conmercial relationship with Amazon while you were with C5
Capital pronoting Amazon's cloud service in the Mddl e East?

A Well, one | would like to check the tinelines of all of
these things. |I've tried to recall as best | can to give you the
date, etcetera, but clearly as ny ethics formstates and DoD
ethics lawers confirmed, and the Chief of Staff supervised and
signed off on, | clearly had a client relationship with Armazon
like | had with many other clients, and with C5. | don't

understand the assertion that there was sone nixi ng and mat chi ng.
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Everything | did was reported on the form confirmed by the
ethics | awers, supervised by Kevin Sweeney, and it’'s there in
bl ack and white.
Q How do you respond to reports that you violated ethics

rul es by not recusing yourself fromthe JED C oud acquisition?

A | reject that. | had nothing to do with contracti ng,
requi rements, procurenent, acquisition. It wasn't ny job. | had
no technical expertise. | had no substantive role in any

procurenment or requirement witing, and I had conversations with
BIONOIES | n SOCO that confirmthat.

Q And how do you respond to many coments and assertions
in the media that DoD officials took steps to steer the JEDI
Cl oud acquisition towards Anazon?

A And do | assune by your question that | am supposed to
be one of those DoD officials?

Q Yes, nm'am

A Well, | reject it. | tried to steer anything, because
as | said | had nothing to do with requirenments, acquisitions, or
procurenment. It wasn't ny role. | have worked for the Secretary
in coordination with the Chief of Staff, and the Senior Mlitary
Assistant. So | had no role, no possibility to do that nor would
| 2

(b) (6), (D) (NC) |

I

Q M am Have you been following the media reports on the
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JEDI acqui sition?

A | don't believe all of them DISNESIE but |I’'ve seen
sonme | guess.

Q ay. A question for you then, it's a final question
that | have. As a former reporter what is your opinion on how the
DoD s acquisition of a cloud is being reported by nedia outlets?

A That's a pretty broad question, I'Il just take a slice
of it if I could.

Q That would be great.

A. | think in this environment if you don't get out early
and often with expl aining why you' re doi ng sonethi ng peopl e can
nisperceive it, or accentuate nisperceptions or
ni sunder st andi ngs. So, | don't think the best job was done there
at the beginning to explain not only the need for technol ogy
i nnovation, but the really detailed ethical and |egal process
that is applied to these exanples. So, | guess I'ma little
di sappoi nted that nisperceptions and nisinformation could be so
wi dely spread.

Q Thank you.

BY NSNS

Q Is there any additional information that you would |ike
to provide?

A Not at this tinme, but I"'malways willing to answer your
questions, and | appreciate your desire to get to the facts of

case.
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Q And do you have any questions?

A No, ma'am not at this tine.

Q Do you have any comrents or concerns about the way we
conducted this interview?

A: No, ma'am

I f you renenber anything else that you

believe nay be relevant to our review please contact ne. Finally,
in order to protect the integrity of this review we ask that you
do not discuss the matter under review or the questions we have
asked you during this interview with anyone other except your
personal attorney. This does not apply to or restrict you of your
right to contact an I nspector General or a Menber of Congress. I|f
anyone asks you about your testinony, or the review, please
informthemthat the DoD O G has asked you not to discuss the
matter. |If anyone persists in asking you about your testinony, or
the review, or if you feel threatened in any nanner because you
provided testinony, please contact nyself, or [DISHEDINISEE
The time is now 10:38. Please stand by while |I turn the recorders
of f.
[The interview termnated at 10:38 a.m, August 15, 2019.]
[ END OF PAGE]
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PROCEEDI NG

BIONOIS: Today is August 14th, 2019. The tine is now
1004 Eastern Standard Time. | am [SISHEDIEIEENE ard wth ne today
s (DIOHDINIEE V¢ are interviewing the witness, M. Janes
N. Mattis, who is located in Richland, Washington. W are
| ocated at the Mark Center in Al exandria, Virginia. W are
revi ewi ng the DoD handi ng of the JEDI C oud acquisition,
i ncludi ng the devel opnent of requirenents and the request for
proposal process. A multidisciplinary team of auditors,
i nvestigators and attorneys are reviewing JED matters referred
to us by Menbers of Congress and through the DoD Hotline. In
addition, we are reviewi ng whether current or former DoD
officials conmmitted nmisconduct relating to the JEDI acquisition,
such as whether any of the conflicts of interest related to their
i nvol verment in the acquisition process. Specifically, our review
pertains to several forner DoD officials involved in the JED
Cl oud acquisition and whether their activities violated any
ethics or conflicts of interest standards. As the 26th Secretary
of Defense, we will also ask you questions about your role in the
JEDI C oud acquisition. These officials include: former Special
Assistant to the Secretary of Defense, Ms. Sally Donnelly; forner
Chief of Staff to the Deputy Secretary of Defense, M. Anthony
DeMartino; former Director of Cost and Assessnment and Program
Eval uati on, CAPE, M. Robert Daigle; forner Deputy Assistant

Secretary of the Navy for Command, Control, Conmunicati ons,
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Computers, Intelligence, Information, Operations, and Space, M.
Victor Gavin; fornmer DDS Product Manager, M. Deap Ubhi. M.
Mattis, at this time | ask that you acknow edge that this
interview is being recorded.

MR MATTIS: Yes, | acknow edge it’'s being recorded.

BIONOIN®: P ease acknow edge that we provided you a
copy of the DoD O G Privacy Act Notice.

MR MATTIS: Yes, | have a copy of that noti ce.

BDIONOI®: Pl ease raise your right hand so that I may
adm ni ster you the oath.
JAMES N. MATTI S

was called as a witness, placed under oath, and provided
the follow ng testinony:

EXAMI NATI ON

BY NSNS
Q Please state your nane spelling your |ast nane.
A: Janes Norman Mattis, MA-T-T-I1-S

Q Sir, I'd like for you to refer to Tab Nunber 1.
A Yes.

Q On 5 January 2017, you assuned the position as the
Secretary of Defense on the 20th of January 2017. The DoD SOCO
briefed you on ethical requirenments on the 25th of January 2017.
What did the SOCO ethics official tell you about conflicts of
interest?

A.  There were to be none basically. That obviously applied
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directly to General Dynam cs because | had been a nenber of the
board, but it was al so about any area where | night benefit there
could be no conflict of interest.

Q \Wat about the appearance of a conflict of interest?

A: No. | was concerned with the essence of it, but also
the appearance had to be that we were staying in the ethical
mdfield to put it in ny terns.

Q Wat concerns did you share with the SOCO official?

A | don't think I had any. | understood, they were very
clear ternms and | also nade certain that the SOCO of ficial had
direct access to nme, just one phone call to nmy Chief of Staff at
any point they had a concern to let me know, and | assured them
that | would talk to all the nmenbers of ny staff about General
Dynanmi c i ssues were not to cone, even on information purposes to
ny desk. They were all to be diverted at that point to Deputy
Secretary of Defense M. Robert Work.

Q Wat is C5 Capital ?

A I'’msorry?

Q The conpany, it's called C5 Capital. Can you tell ne
what the conpany is?

A.  That nmay, |I'’mnot certain. That may be conpany that
Andre Pienarr, P-1-E-N-A-A-R, was part of. He has a nunber of
conpanies. | had met himduring ny tine the -- after | got out of
the Marines and worked with himand the Duke of Westm nster on

hospitals, basically, both U K and the Arabian Gulf.

| SO - Mattis, James - 14 Aug 2019




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q Do you know what tine frane that was, sir?

A | got out of the Marines in 2013 nidyear. | believe it
was 2014 or 2015. Basically, they had no Walter Reed type
institution for the previously wounded British troops and the
Duke's idea was to use private noney for a turnkey operation
where they would provide the building and the site for one as |
understood it with the Dukes noney. Although | was not privy to
these, all of these discussions. It was nore in general ternms,
and it would be linked to a facility in the M deast because they
were taking nore casualties and having to send their boys off to
Italy or Germany for treatnent, and that’s not the best thing for
a young wounded guys to be off in foreign countries, and al so he
want ed, the Duke wanted, a relationship between what he was
going to offer the U K governnment and what they wanted to build
sonmewhere in the M deast Bahrain, United Arab Emrates. So Andre
Pi enarr was the kind of the go to guy for the Duke and there were
times when | was out there talking with him wth both, if |
recall right it was, | know for certain it was United Arab
Emirates with their Mnister of Health. | can get her nanme. She's
a UK trained doctor, but she was the Mnister of Health, but also
I think we had a discussion in Bahrain on this as well that they
weren't sure where they were to the hospital

Q So, the nedia reported that you worked or provided
consulting services for C5 Capital. Wiat can you tell us about

t hat ?
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A Well it was -- | was often in neetings, not often. |
went on several trips, at least two that | think I can recall,
but the focus, we'd neet with the British Anbassador for exanpl e,
the Duke went on one of the trips | was with him He's deceased
now, but at the tinme very gentlenmanly guy and we would talk with
health officials about this idea about these, where to build the
hospital, what would be the nmedical collaboration in terns of the
U K. doctors who, they had good doctors, what they didn't have
was a good facility. They had a basically a Wrld War Il RAF
(Royal Air Force) base that was very renote, hard for the
famlies to come see their wounded sons, or husbands, and it was
awkward. It was an old facility, and as the Duke | ooked at how he
woul d basically with a turnkey operation deliver to the British
government, the U K government this facility it was the |inkage
in the Mddle East that | was there on about what did we try to
do for our troops at Walter Reed Bet hesda that they were not able
to do, and to continue shipping their boys off to Italy or
Germany by their admi ssion they didn't want to continue to do
that. Baracat. | don't how to spell her nanme. That's the M nister
of health, Mnister Baracat. A lady doctor trained in U K and
she is the person that we net with.

Q Wat relationship does C5 Capital have with Amazon?

A | don’t know. |I'mnot aware of any rel ationship, but I
don’t know. That may have one |’ m not aware.

Q And just to clarify when did your association end with
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A Wien did it end did you say?

Q VYes, sir.

A. Well, on ny last trip out there which was probably
gosh, | honestly don’t recall. 1'd say it was in 2016, but late
2016. I'mreally, it may have been 2017. | don’t recall. And the
only relationship | had, | received no noney fromthem They paid
for nmy airfare, and nmy hotels, but | did not accept any noney
fromCs. | considered this to be working for the wounded guys and
| wouldn’t take -- | wouldn't expect noney or accept noney for
sonmething |like that.

BY IS

Q Excuse nme sir. Just a point of clarification. Dd any
of the C5 neetings you attended include the geographic expansion
of Amazon Wb Services?

A | don't recall Amazon or Wb Services ever coming up in
those neetings. I'mnot certain on that. | nean we tal ked about
how you share nedical records or sonmething, but | don’t recal
that ever happeni ng.

Q Thank you.

A:  Uh, huh [affirmative response].

BY NSNS

Q So, based on your response is this the reason why C5
Capital was not listed on your OGE's 278 financial disclosure

report?
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A Well | never had a financial relationship with them |
accepted no noney fromthem | went out to support their efforts
on the hospital, but | didn't see that as a financi al
relationship. | didn't accept noney.

Q Yes, sir. On April 24, 2017, you published a
nmenorandumto the secretaries of the mlitary departnments with
your gui dance on dial ogue with industry. Please tell us about
that docunment, and that is |ocated at Tab Number 6.

A.  Ckay. Oh, yeah. Ckay. Wat happened here | went out and
I nmet, | want to say there were about 40 | eaders of various
i ndustry associations. As | recall they were all American
conpani es and basically | said we needed their help that we were
-- we had adversaries that were no |onger just terrorist. They
were threats, what | called powerful nations, specifically
Russi an and China, and we were going to have to work together
along the lines of what industry and Departnment of Defense,
Departnent of the Arny, Departnent of the Navy, and World War 11
had done, and | was very specific that federal ethics rules and
| egal requirenments had to be maintained with them but | needed
their help, and we needed to get a sense of urgency because |
t hought there was too nuch conpl acency. | then cane back and
wote a note for the Secretary of the mlitary departnents and
the Chiefs of nmilitary services because sone of the industry
peopl e said we don’t know what you need and your people won't

neet with us, and they are concerned that they’'re not allowed to.
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| said, “No, no. That’'s imagined. W can neet. W just have to do
it in accordance with the law and in accordance with ethical |
gui delines.” So, that was the origin for that note.

Q Thank you. Please explain how you initially cane
interested in cloud capabilities?

A.  Yeah, when | cane in the concerns about cyber security
were nmanifold. | was hearing for exanple fromthose people that |
net with at the conpanies that they were | osing data, |osing
intell ectual property inside our own organi zations, not just DoD
but also Ofice of Personnel Managenent that personal data was
being lost. It just seened |ike every nonth there was over the
years that |’'ve been out—eut at Stanford and all, and when | got
to the Pentagon the concerns about cyber, both cyber-attack,
mal i ci ous nessing with the data, coming in and pulling out
classified infornation, it was just a constant refrain and |
said, “I need you to get this under control. W need to be able
to protect our private, our classified, our nonpublic informtion
that we're tal king about the security of our country.” So, what |
was doing at that point was | was basically conming to grips with
the problem statenent of what our problemwas, and strategically
it was we were unable, we were proving ourselves unable to
protect sensitive infornmation of all types. As | was talking with
people nostly in the governnent and here, | don't want to give
nanes of people over this phone Iine fromC A That's when |

becane aware that they had noved to the cloud to address these
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very concerns that they had too nmany systens that couldn't talk
to each other. The infornmation they needed couldn’t be shared
qui ckly. It sounded |ike an echo of the refrain | was hearing
fromthe services, the armed services, but also that they noved
tothe cloud. | was initially skeptical. My view was, “Wll, what
happens if they get inside the cloud now everybody's information
is open? In other words, that would give them one big jackpot
instead of a whole lot of little ones they had to break into.”
But after talking to sone people they were very adanant that the
| evel of security in the cloud was very enhanced over the many
systens we had. W had many of which were not nmintained with
proper security protocols and so that’'s when | began focusing on
the cloud but, I was not sold on it even then. | stayed skepti cal
because | didn't consider nyself an expert on it. | was just
insistent that we had to conme up with a way to secure our
i nf ormati on.

Q Thank you. Do you recall what tine frane that occurred?
These neetings with the Cl A?

A. | was concerned about it on the day -- | was concerned
about it due to ny prep work outside, prep work. Starting
Sept enber Decenber 28 of 2017, no ‘16. Yeah, ‘17. | was in D.C
preparing for confirmation hearings, and during ny prep tines
was first briefed on the problens of securing information and
what our adversaries were doing fromthe intelligence briefs,

and, as | cane into the job it becane even nore pronounced as |
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10
was briefed up and getting the daily briefs that you nornally get
as the Secretary of Defense. The daily intelligence briefs. From
day one basically, or even before | was in the job.

Q Wy does the Departnent of Defense need an enterprise
cl oud?

A: | don’t know. | wanted to secure the information. |
didn't get into an enterprise cloud at the beginning. Later as
the -- basically as ny staff matured it and we got in people like
Deputy Secretary Shanahan coming fromindustry which was keen
and he was keenly aware of this issue and Dana Deasy was fromthe
financial markets, also very attentive to the issue. As they
noved nore deeply into it as they | ooked at ny probl em statenent,
frankly | didn't care howthey did it. W had to secure this
i nformation, but we had to be able to share it quickly because if
we couldn’t do that then the very reason of value how you use
information on the battlefield was going to fail at the point of
contact, and the concern | had was that we just had to be able to
neet the needs of the warfighter’s and it was very clear none of
the warfighter’'s were happy with the IT structure that we had at
the time. W had to nove the data faster or it was just going to
be basically irrelevant to the fight. And | would just say not
havi ng connect ed dat abases was a significant part of the problem
In other words you had the information, but if you were using one
dat abase you’' d have to go outside of that to get the information

you need. That was kooky, the idea that people in the nmidst of a
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fight or running operations were going to have to have multiple
dat abases that were not integrated neant that we were putting a
burden on the warfighters, not enabling the warfighters. And
frankly we had an awful ot of people who didn't know how to
mai ntain the systens they had. In other words we had so many
systens it was clear that we did not have a, what would you cal
it? Not each systemwas serviced, protected, firewalls kept
current, as well as others. In other words you had very
vul nerabl e systens too and you woul d occasionally read about
those in the press when we found that we didn't have sonething
called failover in a system W didn't have sufficient obstacles
and so the eneny could get inside it. So, | think if we -- one
thing that becane clear was we had to have a way to integrate al
of the databases and how to do that eventually people said you' ve
got to put it in the cloud especially if you wanted to protect
it. So, that's kind of the -- again | was concerned w th defining
the problem Once | had the problemdefined all | | ooked at was
did | have the right teamdealing with it? Did | have peopl e who
really knew this esoteric area? There is no way | was going to
solve this on ny own. So, ny job was to nmake certain that the
probl emwas well defined in strategic terms. They woul d break the
probl em set down into technical ternms, but | wanted to define it
in strategic terms and | was not willing to back off. They had to
secure the information. That was a requirenent.

Q Wat kind of guidance or direction did you provide to
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former Deputy Secretary of Defense Patrick Shanahan for the
Defense Cloud initiative?

A | don't think | defined it for the cloud. | defined
that he had to find a way and do it fast to protect the
information. | don't think I ever told himthat the cloud was the
requirement, or the -- | stayed on the strategic problemthat we
were losing information, and our contractors were | osing
information, and he had to work these on the contractors because
obviously we don’t own themin the U S. governnent. That was a
separate approach. It basically eventually translated into that
when we did contracts with contractors they had to find a way to
protect the information. Again, howthey did it I left it to
them just as with Patrick Shanahan | said. “You will find a way

to protect this information.” The sane, by the way, the sane
direction | gave to M. Dana Deasy when we hired himand brought
himinto OSD

Q And what action did M. Shanahan take follow ng your
gui dance?

A.  Yeah, he put the teamtogether and basically began
runni ng the processes that would mature the problem statenent in
technical terns and the potential solutions. He designated the
team He was the one superintending it.

Q On the 5th of Cctober 2017, in that sane tab you

publ i shed gui dance to all defense personnel identifying three

lines of efforts. One, to restore nilitary readiness as we build
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a nore lethal force. Two, to strengthen alliances and attract new
partners. Three, to bring business reformto the DoD. How did the
JEDI Cloud fit into your three lines of effort?

A. It fit into all three eventually. And again, | was
setting the strategic direction, and everything people did down
bel ow, personnel, policy, equipnent buying, training, education,
all of this | expected the Departnent to be aligned with these
three lines of effort. Because military readi ness and building a
nore |lethal force would require information sharing at the speed
of rel evance, and we obviously had to protect our networks even
as we attack the enenies networks that certainly required
di fferent approach to nmanagi ng data, nanagi ng information, than
havi ng hundreds of systens that couldn’t be -- you couldn’t data
nmi ne each other’'s systens. There were enornous problens with that
all brought to me by the service chiefs through various
di scussi ons, exercises, after action reports | would hear about.
On the alliance part, the second |line of effort whatever we did
ny goal was to build stronger and nore alliances. So, you had to
be able to share sone of the information, not all of it, but if
we were going to be fighting in a coalition you had to have the
information available to share, or you are going to neuter or
nmargi nalize the Allied forces. And, if you want to build a
coalition you had to have the ability to share infornmation with
them This is known throughout history as a problem Churchil

put it “the only thing harder than fighting with allies is
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fighting without them” and a big part of it is this effort to
share information. And then on the business reforns there was no
way, | becane very nmuch aware, there was no way to justify
information systens that would fail at the point of contact with
the eneny. They had to be protected, they had to be resistant,
and resilient. Resistant to attack and resilient to cone back up
quickly if they were taken down by the eneny. They had to be
resistant in a sense of firewalls. W had to be able to adapt it
qui ckly where at the speed of inmediate attack by the adversary
we had to be on the block it. That sort of thing. So, it kind of
cut across all three of the lines of effort since we live in the
information age and strategically we had to be able to do this.

Q ay. So, on the matrix we provided to you indicated
that you participated in the problem statenment for the
acqui sition. Can you tell us about that?

A.  Yeah, | would just say that | gave gui dance on the
probl emthat probably guided it. Nunmber one it had to be that
they could talk to each other. The systens. | couldn’'t have the
Arnmy with one systemand the Navy with a different system and
when | send them both off to fight under a COCOM they coul dn’t
talk to each other. So, they had to work that way it had to be
swiftly available. The information swiftly avail abl e but
protected fromthose who should not have it, and it had to work
inawar. So, that was, it’'s the strategic guidance that probably

woul d then translate down. | didn't give any gui dance on the
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actual acquisition problemstatenent, but it was strategic
direction that | have no doubt inpacted a |l evel or two down bel ow
that as the teamtook it on and said, “Wat does that guidance
nmean about working with allies for exanple? Or lethality? How you
get the sensor to shooter information there fast enough for what
the sensor sees the shooter can hit?” For exanple, if it’s a ship
it does you no good if the infornmation on the ships novenent, the
eneny shi ps novenent cons down 24 hours later that it's a long
ways away. It’'s got to be i mediate. So, that was the kind of
probl em statenment | gave them it was nore of a strategic
gui dance of lethality, of alliance building, and obviously we
needed sonet hing that wasn’'t wasting noney at the sane tine.

Q D d you have any other additional conversations with
M. Shanahan regarding the acquisition itself?

A: No. No I never got into the acquisition. | was
uninterested init. | wanted the problemsolved. How he did it,
he was very capabl e. Dana Deasy was inpressive in every talk
had with him with his grasp of the situation and the depth of
his know edge. Clearly he was the right person to be working
this, and | thought that the oversight of the Congress, the
questions we were getting, the responses we were providing |
woul d see those obviously when they went out and it was clear |
had the right teamworking it.

Q In addition, | provided you at tab 7 it is the

Consol i dated Appropriations Act of 2018, the response to the

| SO - Mattis, James - 14 Aug 2019




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

16
Menbers of Congress regardi ng your requirenment to provide to them
no later than 60 days the framework

A. Yeah, | see it here. This is the May 2nd letter that
comes to ne but it's really answering the Congressional mail. |
believe it was for two different reports needed about the sane
tinme if | recall.

Q That is correct, sir.

A.  Yeah. Yeah. kay. Yeah, | kind of sped through this
part since | was famliar with it, |l But yeah, | recall
this, seeing this. | think | sawit in its final draft form which
didn't get changed fromwhen it went in. Mst of it |ooked
exactly the sane.

Q ay. And M. John G bson who was the Chief Managenent
Oficer at the tine --

A Right.

Q -- and M. Robert Daigle provided this report. Did they
provi de you any briefing other than providing you the docunents
for your review?

A No specific briefing that | recall, | Let ne
thi nk. Two nornings a week, Tuesdays and Thursdays if | was in
town | would neet with all of the staff, the OSD staff, and a
coupl e others, nmenber of the Joint Staff just the routine
managenent stuff, and | remenber Congressional report response
due, Congressional inquiries, and all of that, and I'msure this

came up there, not the details at all, just that we were going to
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neet the date. | was adamant that we neet Congressional reporting
requirements by the date and if not we tell them ahead of tine
why we woul dn’t and when we would neet it. So, |I'msure this got
briefed up to ne, and renenber at this time we are al so dealing
with just constant reports of what was it? That all of these
services had to do certain things in order to be certified to
keep one of their systens online. In other words, if we went in
at S -- at DoD level and found the Marines had not protected
their personnel data or their targeting mechanismthen we could
actually turn themoff, we would turn themoff if they weren't
certified thru a certain level. In other words we had a nunber of
things going on. Again, | was focused on the strategic
requi rement to secure data, to share data with the right people,
protect it fromthe wong people, and nake certain what we were
doi ng al so brought allies on board, that the allies would see
this as us working with them Not bl ocking them There's always
concern anong our allies that we're not sharing information they
need to be part of the coalition. Just the normal it goes back
1,000 years in history about allies. But, | think that there was
nothing that | recall about the specifics in the report that |
didn't really learn fromreading it. I'ma pretty voracious
reader. If | know sonmething’s out there I'lIl get it and read it.

Q Wat was your involvenent in the single award strategy,
and that is also in Tab 7 and it is |ocated about two pages

before you get to Tab 8?
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A:  Okay. Let nme just look at that here.

Q The title of that is “Determ nation and findings for
authority to award as task order contract to a single source.”

A: And where -- can you say where that is again, HEEEE 's
it before Tab A?

Q Yes, sir. It's in Tab D

A. In Tab D?

Q Yes, sir.

A: Hold on a second. In ny Tab B shows coordi nati on sheet
si gned by [N

BY IS

Q vyes, sir. That's going to be 7 Delta, and it's going to
be the last two pages in 7 Delta.

A. Ch, 7 Delta. Is there -- |1’ve got pages up to 12, 13,
and then there’s a whole ot of charts of services here. I'min
the wong place? Page 14 of the |last page on the report, right?

Q VYes, sir. That’'s going to be Tab Bravo. The next tab
will be Charlie, and then the tab we’re referring to is Delta.

A Okay. |I've only got Tabs A and B. The last thing | have
in Tab 7, you all are in Tab 7, right?

Q Yes, sir.

The last thing that there that you sent me with il --
signed by [DISNOIEMIE a coordination sheet, and that is Tab B. So,

can you read for nme what Tab D says?

BY NN
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Q Yes, sir. WII do.

A. There’s no Tab C or D here.

Q ay. So, I'mreferencing a nmenorandum si gned by
Honorabl e Ell en Lord who was the Under Secretary of Defense for
Acqui sition and Sustai nment dated July 19, 2018. And, it’'s a
three page docunent. So I'll paraphrase what's inside of it if
that’s okay with you.

A. Onh, sure.

Q According to Ms. Lord, she nade the deternination and
finding concerning the award of an indefinite delivery,
indefinite quantity contract to a single source to acquire a
nodern commercial enterprise services solution for infrastructure
as a service and platformas a service that can support all
classified levels for the U S. Departnent of Defense. This
contracting action is known as the Joint Enterprise Defense
Infrastructure C oud Acquisition. The contracts order period wll
consi st of a two-year base ordering period, a three-year option
ordering period, a three-year option ordering period, and a final
two-year option ordering period. The contracts naxi mum ordering
period if all options are exercised will be 10 years with a
maxi mum dol | ar anount val ue of $10 billion. The contract wll be
awar ded pursuant to full and open conpetition.

A: Uh, huh [affirmative response] okay. | know what you're
referring to. | don't recall that specific paper, but | recall

those words, and | will just tell you that | did not get into any

| SO - Mattis, James - 14 Aug 2019




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20
aspects of how they were going to solve this problem M purpose
was to define the problem and expect a solution, and ny, perhaps
ny nore tactical role was to make nore certain that we had people
like the former CEO of Textron who obviously knew what she was
doi ng, the forner Financial Services Fell ow Dana Deasy who was
known as one of the best in the business when we checked on his
background, and to get those people to solve this problem |
pl ayed no role. | didn't know enough about how to actually
technically do it. To presune that | was going to get into that
plus | never engaged in contracting activities as Secretary of
Def ense.

Q So, I'dlike to ask a foll ow up question

A:  Uh, huh [affirmative response].

Q W was the decision-naking authority responsible for
nmaki ng the deci sion about the single versus nulti-sourced
strategy?

A. | wouldn’t -- | just knew that the process was goi ng
right and the reason | say that is | knew that the Congress was
keeping a very close eye, oversight eye, appropriate eye, | night
add, and so | was getting feedback, [SISHEINIEESNE o~ wat was
happening. Oten tines that feedback even cane in the form of
news articles with various people’ s opinions about what was
happening. Sonetinme, they had their fact wong about what was
happening, but | did not, | just didn't get into the contracting

piece of it to include | assuned it would be under acquisition
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and sustai nment, which of course is Ms. Lord, but |I didn't get
into any nore detail than that. | just wanted to probl em sol ved.

Q You nentioned that you received information or feedback
fromthe nedia, which was often tines inaccurate. Wio provided
you feedback or updates about it?

A Well, it would depend. If we ran one of those twice a
week neetings and it was brought up in their either by me or by
one of them whoever initiated it. If there was sonething
incorrect they would note that there has not been a decision on
somet hi ng, or whatever, but it was really nore of a in the event
that | was asked about it by the President, by the Congress,
something like this that I would have the answer that the process
was being followed. It was inmune to, | would just say inmune to
any kind of manipulation, and we were going to solve the problem
but I couldn’t even tell themhow it was going to be sol ved.
wasn't engaged enough. | just knew that | expected themto solve
it to protect our information and nake certain that the
warfighters could use it inreal time to win wars.

Q ay. And in those biweekly neetings was M. Shanahan
present as well?

A: If he was in town which was nost of the tinme he was, he
was probably in the neeting. He was in the neetings nore than ne
due to ny international travel. | was often out in NATO or the
Pacific, or something. So, in those natters he obviously had nore

time in the Pentagon then | did in order to keep the Pentagon on
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track. | wanted it aligned to solving problens and transparent
between the various elenents, Army, Navy, OSD. Al of the
servi ces had to be working together and that was his job to nake
sure that happened while | was out running around the world.

Q And during those biweekly neetings, did anyone el se
nmention any of the potential conpetitors for the JEDI d oud
acqui sition?

A: | don't recall. | don't recall any discussion about who
woul d be conpeting for the cloud. The nore | tal ked to peopl e,
you know, even in social settings and talking to -- people were
trying to protect for exanple the election infrastructure
sonmet hi ng that came under DHS. | just remenber sone fol ks tal ki ng
about it, tal king about how they had to find better ways to
protect the voter information in our country. | was sitting there
and just listening to themkind of idling, but | remnmenber
thi nki ng they’ ve got the sanme problem|’'ve got. | didn't bring up
how we were dealing with it, but defining the problem again
remai ned my concern and | would even find the issues when | went
to Brussels and tal ked to other NATO nations. So, this was
clearly a problemthat needed to be addressed, but, who woul d
address it and how it woul d be addressed | was very agnostic on.
| just wanted the problemsolved. |I didn't get into who was going
to doit. | didn't have the expertise, and | was prohibited by
law fromgetting involved in the DoD part of it, but |I would be

very insistent when I was at NATO that they had to figure out how
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to protect their infornmation too, because we wouldn’'t be able to
share ours with themif we weren't confident that they could
conceal it fromthe adversaries.

Q Oay. I'dlike to direct your attention and Tab nunber
8. There are two travel itineraries enclosed in Tab nunmber 8. One
is travel.

A.  Yes. Cot them Yeah.

Q Oay. So, I'dlike to start with your trip to the
Uni ted Ki ngdom Whi ch Took place March 29, 2017 to 1 April 2017.

Al Yes. Cot it.

Q If you could turn to Page nunber 5 of 7 on the travel
itinerary.

A Ckay. Oh, yeah at 18307

Q VYes, Sir. Can you tell us what the purpose for this

A.  For the trip?

Q Yes, sir.

A.  Let nme | ook what happened before 1830 here. That's when
| went to dinner. Gkay, | was seeing [DISHEIGIEE ™hat was on
a specific issue. Having to do with how we deal with certain

other countries. Don't need to go into that | think here.

A. And we went to -- talked on foreign relations. | just
wanted to hear other people’ s ideas on what they thought we faced

as far as strategic challenges. The Bl oonberg Di nner was a
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dinner, | would call it a broadening dinner. | needed to hear
fromothers what they saw as strategic challenges. | didn't want
to just stay inside of military situation approach. It had to be
a whol e governnent effort, whole of country. | nmet with
Anbassador Hal ey to nake certain that we were tied tightly
together with our diplomats, and there were sonme specific issues
there | believe about Mirocco and sone other things but it was
not -- it was nore just finding out where she was at so that |
could be tied together. W flew to London, or flew to Engl and,
noved to London. Met with the country teamin order to get
brought up to date on the issues between us, and the basically
the Mnistry of Defense Sir Mchael, and then on that day | went
to neet with Prime Mnister Theresa May, and this was about, was
principally about how we keep our nilitaries working together
their aircraft carrier, putting the aircraft on. | nmet with
Financial Tinmes. | consider them one of the best newspapers in
terns of the analysis, and then at the dinner, Sir, Gaene Lanb
he’s an old friend. W had fought together, and one of the
keenest observers of the M ddl e East and where it was goi ng.
CGeneral Sir David Richards, old friend. These are both I’ m al nost
certain were retired at this point. I'’mnot positive on that, but
they are two very, very David Ri chards conmanded | SAF back in the
ni d- 2000 i n Af ghani stan. Graene Lanb was the one who never got
credit for it, but he was the guy who helped us in Iraq to define

the eneny and change the approach, that eventually won it after
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the surge shows well, and | believe that he has got a PhD in
M deast Affairs. I'mnot sure on that, but he is very, very
studi ed on the M deast. Tobias Ellwod, again another old friend.
A Menmber of Parliament. His brother was nurdered by the
terrorists in the Bali bonbing. | had taken himinto Afghanistan
when | was a three star | believe. He’'s a Reserve officer the
British Arny Infantrynman, and he was in charge of their M deast |
think he was |i ke a Shadow Mnister. I'"mnot quite sure about al
of the type ternms, but he's a Menber of Parlianment who was turned
to often by his party for defense matters. Cheryl Plunbridge. Ad
friend. She was the Deputy Commander, or Deputy Director of the
British devel opnent effort in southern Afghanistan where | al so
shared sone of the provinces, and she had been an enornous hel p
intrying to get the nilitary and civilian effort there. Teresa
Carlson | did not know her, but she was an Anazon person, but |
guess in London at the times, or stationed, | don't know which,
and Andre Pienarr, | think there was -- | thought there was
sonmeone el se there because | renenber the tal k about the Hospital
came up here, and | think there was sonmeone el se doi ng sone of
the talking on that, but | don't think it was the Duke. | think I
would -- but it might have been the Duke, it obviously didn't
show up. This is the itinerary and if there was a change and
sonmebody fell off or sonmebody was added because it was very
casual, it was in a pub. W just sat in a roomkind of off from

the main roomall of us, nost of us just tal king about old tines
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and | aughi ng about things. W did talk about the hospital. Teresa
Carlson | see there. | do not recall a single nention of the
cloud or of Amazon at all at that dinner. | don’t think it ever
came up. It was nostly just recalling old tinmes anongst people
who fought together in various places, and served together, about
the Mddle East in general and what was happeni ng, and about the
hospital. That’'s all | recall of it.

Q So, what discussions were brought up during that
neeting, and | have another follow up. Andre Pienarr, howis he
involved or invited to participate in this dinner? As you say an
old times dinner with friends when he was not |isted anywhere in
the official itinerary for this travel?

A Well, this is the official itinerary. Isn't it?

Q Well, yes. | meant as far as any official events on
this travel on the itinerary other than the dinner that shows off
of the record.

A Well, nunber one, he is an old friend working on the
hospital issue, the Dukes Hospital in UK, and the one in --
that they were trying to figure out howto do in either UAE or
Bahrain. This is the official itinerary. This is just a bunch of
friends getting together. | would have to say, |I'mnot certain

why Teresa Carl son was included, although Sally Donnelly was

there and Sally knew Teresa. | doubt ny Vice Admiral or Rear
Admiral Craig Faller knew her. If he may, | shouldn’t say that,
don't know if he knew. | did not, but Andre Pienarr was there
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sinmply kind of along the same lines as a Menber of Parlianent.
Tobi as El |l wood or Cheryl Plunbridge just soneone | knew, and it
was a dinner off the record and we were just going to sit around
and shoot the breeze. There was no agenda for the dinner.

Q Dd you consult with DoD OGC SOCO about having this
dinner with old friends?

A: | have no idea. | generally did not consult with SOCO
unless it had to do with a potential conflict of interest, and I
didn't see one in this. | nmean, it’'s the sane when | went to
di nner or lunch or whatever with Financial Tinmes, or neet with
them So, | probably did not, No. But |I can't tell you if there
was a SOCO preview of this.

Q Onthis sane itinerary it shows off the record
listening node. Can you tell me what that neans?

A It neans | listened to what they were tal king about. |
woul d guess if | wanted to just go and have an off the record
di scussion with the press it neans they can’t quote anything I
say. If | ask them about something or they can't go out and say,
“Ckay. Mattis is asking about this.” If the Bl oonberg D nner,
you' || see where there was all sorts of people there fromthe
former Secretary of Treasury to the Anchor Anerica Vice Chairnman,
and all of us which is where | collect information.

Q Yes, sir. Thank you for that.

A: Sure. |I'd say one just fromthe | ooks of the people

there in London was nore just old friends. Ad friends. Teresa
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Carl son being the outlier because | just didn't know her, but
that wasn’t that was unusual either. For exanple, | knew N
BEEBER of Financial Times. | had net him | didn't know him well
but 1'd never net [DIGHOIGIEGN The idea that on off the record
saying it was | would say the normthat people that | didn't know
woul d be there. | mean like | didn't keep it just the people |
knew. This was nore just friends getting together.

Q Sir, also in Tab nunber 8 there’'s an e-nmail and it
shoul d be towards the mddle, and it’s after the second
itinerary, sir.

A Oh.

Q Dated 27 April 2017. And it’'s a tentative neeting --

A 27 April?

Q Yes, sir. 27 April 2017.

A:  Can you hold on just a minute? Let ne find this. |’'ve
got a whol e bunch on the 17th, 18th, 21. |’'ve got 21.

Q | believe the --

A: \What is the subject?

Q The subject is Sec Def neeting with Jeff. The date
actually starts the 10th of April. The e-mail starts fromthe
10th of April and goes up to 27th of April 2017, and it reads
f 1 om |

A Ckay. | found it. Ckay. Go ahead.

Q And it reads, “jjjjljf Secretary Mattis has recently

requested to neet with Jeff. W have received confirmation from
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his staff that Secretary Mattis could be available for a neeting
with Jeff, or when Jeff is in town for the AFCEA event on 27
April.”

A:  Uh, huh [affirmative response].

Q Wat can you tell us about this e-nmail, sir?

A. Probably | had said I'd like to nmeet with this guy. |
don’t recall nmeeting with himon 27 April frankly, but | think I
first met with Jeff in Seattle. | think that’s where we net, but
I may be wong on that. It was a couple years ago now. But yeah,
as you can see as you go through hundreds of schedul es you'll see
nme doing this routinely, yeah.

Q Do you recall why you wanted to neet with M. Bezos?

A.  West Coast conpanies just seenmed to nme to be the ones
that were doing the freshest thinking. It wasn't Bezos. This is
obviously from Bezos’ guy. |I'mnot sure who [[BISHEINIEN s but
he’s Amazon. So, |'msure that you could probably go out and find
anot her hundred peopl e and say hey, Secretary Defense is
interested in nmeeting with ny boss. And | would be. | just, | net
wi th news peopl e, CECs, acadenicians, think tankers, just the
normal routine reaching out talking to people. He also had very
i nteresting ways of running a conpany, and that conmes up to when
I met with himin Seattle is when | remenber we just said it was
a wonderful discussion about that. For exanple, when | went out
to, where did | go? | headed out to the Wst Coast and | tried to

see as many CEGCs as their schedule and ny schedule pernmitted in
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order to get through as many as possible. | think that was out in
Sept ember. So August.

Q W can nove to that particular trip, and that woul d be
| ocated --

A | found, yeah. |I've got it here. It mght be August 7
version 2017, yeah

Q Yes, and this was your travel fromPalo Alto
California to Seattle, Washington.

A Right. Yeah. | got to see the subnarine group up at
Bangor
(0)(©). () (7)(C). ©) () | went down on board the submarine, talked
to the submarine crew, and the next nmorning in Seattle we went to
Amazon. | don’t recall Ms. Donnelly being with us. | know she's
on the schedule, but | don’t think she was there. I'mpretty sure
she was not. So, we went there and met with Jeff Bezos. It was
nost interesting in our discussion | recall it clearly to this
day was he was trying to figure out how you would scale up a
startup conpany, but keep the start up. It's what he called it
the day one nentality. | was -- and he wanted to scale it up to a
Fortune 100 conpany obviously without |osing what he had. And as
a CEO | was asking himabout it because | needed to take like a
Fortune 100 conpany and bring in kind of startup nentality, the
aggressi veness, the initiatives, the risk-taking that allowed the
Pent agon basically retake the high ground in our conpetition with

adversari es where our conpetitive edge was clearly eroding. W
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needed to find ways to run the Pentagon that rewarded that kind
of fresh thinking. That's what we tal ked about during that day. |
don’t recall a single tine that he and | even nentioned the cl oud
or that sort of stuff. It was nmuch nore about how you sel ect the
ri ght people, how you reward the right behavior in the
organi zation. And then we flew down to California.

Q ay. Wo else --

A But | think he was there nmuch | onger just to be clear
here. 1’ m al nost certain he was there for nore than 30 m nutes.
It was a very invigorating neeting about how you | ead an
organi zation, in order to get this kind of what | would call West
Coast initiative ingrained, inculcated into the corporate
culture. But schedul es are just suggestions. That wasn’t anything
unusual but | was quite happy with it. And then we flew down to
BINIEN to see the DI UX because | wanted to renove the X,
experinmental fromit. | thought what Ash Carter had done was
good, but | needed to get current with them and | eventually was
able to get rid of the X and say nope. This is a pernanent part
of DoD. So I wanted to neet with IR there.

Q Was a DoD cloud a topic of your discussion with M.
Bezos?

A | don't recall the cloud ever being brought up his
Bezos that day. It nay have been. By this point it’'s beconi ng
very clear that we're going to have to have a way of exchanging

information in real tinme and | talked to Cl A about it, and about
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ny concerns about security which was ny biggest concern. Again,
I"’mnot going to tell people howto do it, but I'"mgoing to be
adanmant that it’'s got to be secure. And, after talking to sone
folks from Cl A because they had gone to a cloud and they were
adamant that it was nuch nore secure. And so when CI A which knows
how to keep a secret and plus they value that capability. By this
point I'mstarting to think this my be the way we’ve got to go,
but I'mstill just talking to people about a whol e host of
i ssues.

Q Oay. In an e-mail there's another e-mail located in
that sane file, sir. It’'s dated 10 August 2017, where one of the
nmenbers, and I'’msorry. | want to go back. It's the e-mail from
Wl liam Bushman to Ms. Sally Donnelly, and the subject is --

A (Okay. Hold on a nminute. Let ne find this. That is in
this --

Q VYes, sir. The subject is RE, reference FYI. And he
nmentions that the boss did say he's 99.9 percent there in terns
of going to the cloud.

A.  Yeah. Yeah. Yeah, probably by then, because | know
net with the CIA folks. | don’t recall who they were right now,
al though there’s sonebody who might be able to find that person.
But that was the one. This is in Nunber 8? Tab 87

Q No, sir. It should be in Tab 9

A.  Ch, okay. Excuse nme. Oh, yeah. Okay. | found it. Yeah

99 -- yeah, okay. That’'s probably accurate. | know it wasn’'t
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recent either. Like weeks or even nonths before |'d basically
deci ded that yeah, this is probably right. Mutter of fact you'll
see the same thing | say at Google. |I'mlooking at the kind of
who's got this kind of cloud stuff and all, and my concern is
agai n that whoever it is has got to be able to protect our
information. So now | ' mgetting focused on getting educated on
this thing. But whether it’s one cloud or multiple clouds inside
a cloud, | don’'t know what that's going to be. | know now that’'s
probably the way industry thinks, CIA are all going that way,
that DoD had better get with the programand figure out how to do
it. And I neet with some Congressnmen and shared that information
and they were very, very supportive. They were very attentive to
nme wat ching over this issue, and they’'d been inpressed by the
teans that had cone up there from DoD briefed them on the problem
and what we were doing about it.

Q ay. Also located in Tab nunber 9 is an e-nail dated
11 August 2017, from a nenber of your staff and the subject is,
FYlI. That reads from M. Bushman to Ms. Donnelly, Sundar Pichai ?

A.  Yeah, he's the CEO. He was very strong on why we should
nove to the cloud. | renenber he was just adamant saying there’'s
no way to do what you want to do. He said, “l’ve heard what you
want as far as protecting information and sharing, and
technologically there’s no way around going to the cloud, going
through the cloud.” And I think that IR roi nt was very

strong about it. It wasn't about the cloud, was all over
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about protecting information in general of what was happening and

that sort of thing. But | don't recall, | just don't recall there
the clouds com ng up, but it may have. | just can’t recall it.
But, | was trying to plug in a whole | ot of people on one trip

out there as many CEGCs fromdifferent organi zations as | coul d.
So | may have sone of it mixed up in ny nind here.

Q So M. Mttis, just for clarity during this neeting in
Silicon Valley were you presenting the problem statenent to
Googl e and Anazon officiasl? Regarding --

A Not the -- maybe on a strategic level. Not technically,
just that we were losing information through contractors, |osing
-- we weren’'t able to share infornmation. W had systens that were
vul nerable. W also -- | also wanted to know how they ran their
conmpani es in a manner that created initiative that rewarded
peopl e who took risks with new projects, and just how to bring
some of the West Coast corporate culture into Departnent that was
large and at tines cunbersone to create change. My goal while
was talking to these strategies was to talk to people who al so
| ed organi zations like I led one. The cloud m ght have cone up,
but it was nostly just how do we protect our information at the
sane tine not so much so that we can’t share the information with
those who need it in order to nake change that we need to nmke
sense the eneny is gaining on us.

Q And did you have any --

A.  That point the cloud woul d al ways conme up because
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it up, but to nme it was nore of the problemand getting a sense
like | did with CIA, with bankers. | would talk to bankers at
soci al events how do you make sure that you' re not |osing your
noney? And many of them would tal ked about the cloud that they
were turning to.

Q D d you have any additional follow ng discussions
either publicly or in a neeting about potential conpetitors for
cloud for the Defense?

A:  Never spoke about it. Never. That wasn't ny problem |
needed to have the right team working the problem | needed
everyone aligned and agreei ng on what the problemwas. Once | got
the right people in | was very confident in Ellen Lord, David
Deasy, Pat Shanahan, Daigle and his independent oversight, and
Congress gave a lot of attention to this and it was the right --
if you want to see Congress in action in doing things right take
a |l ook at our conmunities and the questions they were asking
about how we were going to solve this problem They were as
adanmant as | was. | was very happy with the Congressional
attention to this.

Q Oay. I'dlike to refer you to Tab nunber 10.

A Ckay. [affirmative response.]

Q The e-nmil is dated Cctober 18, 2017, and the subject

is proposed neeting with Jeff Bezos from [DESHEINEE to Sec Def

Confidential Assistant, [BISHDINIESEN

35
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A:  Uh, huh [affirmative response].

Q And Kevin Sweeney is also CCed on the I|ine.

A.  Yeah, |I've got it right here.

Q It reads, “I want to follow up with you on the Sec

Def's questions about neeting with M. Bezos of Amazon.” So was
there a separate neeting tentatively schedul ed for 30 Novenber
2017 with M. Bezos?

A.  Yes, he was -- yeah, we'd agreed in Seattle. | had to
rush off to get down to, | think to California and | said |I'd
l'i ke to continue this discussion. That was the di scussion about
how do you sel ect the right people, and how you reward the right
behavi or? And when we net the next tinme | believe we did run that
by because it was going to be just this neeting himal one.
Whereas on the previous trip | had done Seattle, | had done
Silicon Valley. | nmet with |ike four or five people because | was
neeting with himalone this time |'’msure that’s why it was run
by the Standards of Conduct, or by the ethics people. Standards
of Conduct O fice.

Q So when you say how to select the right people, are you
tal ki ng about the right people to run a contract? O the right
peopl e to? Pl ease expl ai n.

A.  Yeah, the right people to nake the Departnent nore
agile which it would be everything fromthe right generals to
command units, to the right people who can take science a step

further. For exanple at DARPA or sonmething |ike that. DARPA or
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Strategic Capabilities Ofice, what's called SCO The R&D peopl e.
How do you | ook holistically at an organi zation and figure out
how you' re going to shift it to a nore agile stance?

Q ay. Thank you. If you can refer to Tab nunber 11
there’'s a neeting with Mcrosoft.

A.  Yeah. They wanted to tal k about, actually if | recall
right their idea was to push us to the cloud. | said, “I don't
get into the solutions. I'minterested in anything they had to
say.” But let ne find it here. They were very high on the cloud,
when | net with them Mcrosoft. And | had been seeing all these
guys. Ckay. So what -- that's the one that Sally Donnelly or
DeMartino to the Deputy Sally Donnelly to the Chief of Staff,
Kevi n Sweeney?

Q VYes, and its dated January 8, 2018.

A:  January 8? No. |’'ve got 1130 on those two e-mails. Oh,
| see, per our previous conversation we need to get Mcrosoft CEO
on Sec Def’'s schedule. January 8 is the only day in the near
future available. | ‘mseeing Bezos, Schm dt, Pinchai, yeah, so.
They're trying to keep all of these guys coning in.

Q Dd you ever neet with M. Nadell a?

A: No, | don’t think so. | think, gosh dangit. | think we
tal ked on the phone. | think it was just a scheduling issue. |
was rather busy as Sec Def, and sonetinmes we weren't able to do
things we wanted to do. | thought I net with him but maybe not.

| honestly don't renenber now.
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Q You nentioned earlier that they were very interested in
the cloud. What can you share with me about what you recall from
their conversations?
A.  Yeah, it was -- they, how did they put it? They just
saw t hensel ves as our helpers on this. Again, it was nore and
nore -- | nmean | was still going around tal king to bankers and

ot her peopl e about how do you secure information? How do you do

-- I"’mnot -- | knowthe CIAis sold onit. |I know banks are sold
onit, but I"'mstill |ooking are there other ways, in the back in
nmy mind, it’'s still this concern, we’'d all go to one cloud. Wat

i f sonmebody gets inside there with sonme technol ogy we’re not

aware of yet, not devel oped yet. So, | always like to have a Pl an
B. So, I'mstill out looking around. | still want to talk to
people. | want to pick up very quickly if anyone’s got a new

idea, if anyone’'s got a concern, but frankly |I’'ve got a | ot of
other things on ny mind right then with Syria going wong, Turkey
goi ng wong, and stuff. A lot of the neetings |I was planned to
have were dropping off at this point in tine just due to other
things going on in the world.

Q Aso in that same Tab there is an e-nmmil dated February
14, 2018, and it's a request from Oracle CEQO Safra Catz.

A Hold on. Let nme find this. February 14 you sai d?

Q VYes, sir. Tab 12, as you were.

A |'ve got February 15 from Sally Donnelly. February 15

from BISHEINISE 2nd the CEO of Oracle will be in town.
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Q Yes, Sir.

A: And |I’'ve got the 21st. | don’t have a --

Q Right. And that one starts the 14th of February,
meeting request for Safra Catz, CEO of Oracle from [SISHDINESI
who' s {1 om [ NEEIGSE i th O acl e.

A. Okay. Mne -- | think you |l may have it here but it
starts with Sally Donnelly on the 15th.

Q Yes.

kay, yeah. Ckay. |’'ve got it here.

Q Right. Soin that initial e-mail traffic from i
BRRR '/l read it to you in case you can't locate it. And
it’s ccing M. Kevin Sweeney and Sally Donnelly. It says, “Dear
BIRNRI Next week Safra Catz CEO of Oracle will be in D.C. and
woul d i ke an opportunity to speak with Secretary Mattis to
di scuss hi s nodernization agenda, share sone insights from her
experience at Oracle, and explore having himout to visit Oacle
team and neet with sonme of the veterans, reservists, guardsmen
working at Oracle. W recognize that he has had the chance to
neet with fellow tech CEGs from Amazon and Googl e, but given
Safra’ s uni que experience we think it would be a good use of his
time.” And they give sone dates that she will be in town, 21, 22,

23 February.

A.  Yeah.
Q ©Ddyou --
A | see it, yeah. Sonehow t he header did not get included
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hersel f avail able. Secretary Mattis is unavailable. Honored to
neet with Deputy Secretary Shanahan. Yeah, | don’t recall this.
You know, we get dozens of these every day, and then | see one

signed by NN Schedul er setting up a

neeting with M. Shanahan. |Is that right, the next one?

A.  Yeah. So what probably happened if | wasn’t there, ny
frequent trips overseas or wherever, nostly overseas then the
Deputy woul d pick up sonething like this. Very conmon. So, yes.
Ckay, |1’'ve got it.

Q So, did M. Shanahan neet with Oracle, Ms. Catz?

A. | can't tell you. | noticed they offered three
different tines on two different days there. So clearly they
tried to neet with her, but | don't know if they did or not.
Yeah, there it is. Back on the last -- the next page.
“Unfortunately Secretary Mattis will be out of the D.C. area.”
So, that’s what happened. It's SOP. If I'’mnot there the Deputy

picks it up even if it involves a foreign ninisters of defense,

40

or CEQ, or Secretary of Honeland Security. Then if | wasn't there

he just picked it up.
Q ay. So, given the tinme frame of this e-mail which is
February 2018, we were well into the devel opnent of the cloud for

the Defense, and your teamwas put together in place to run that

initiative. Do you renenber if there were any additional neetings
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Pat ri ck Shanahan had with Oracle? Did they ever get an
opportunity to voice or present information to you in the sane
capacity as the other two maj or conpani es?

A Well we certainly nade every effort to talk to
everybody we could. | don't recall -- | don’t know if Shanahan
net with Oracle or not because | saw recently in the federal
court decision Oracle apparently had decided that they could not

neet the requirenments, but | don’'t know anythi ng nore about that.

41

I was not involved enough in the selection of who was going to do

what .

Q So, M. Mttis, given everything that we’ve di scussed
what conments have you made about Amazon in public, in neeting,
or privately that could give thema conpetitive advantage?

A: None.

Q Wat have you said in public or in private neetings
about ot her vendors conpeting for the JEDI O oud contract that
coul d give thema conpetitive advant age?

A. | never tal ked about the JEDI contract in nmeetings in
terns of who m ght have an advantage or be out in front, that
sort of thing.

What about di sadvant age?
No. No. | don't talk about those things.

Di d anybody attenpt --

> O 2 O

But number one | wouldn’'t know. | nean | wouldn’t have
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known who had an advantage or di sadvantage. It just woul dn’t have
cone to ne.

Q Did anyone attenpt to influence you to favor Amazon
over other vendors conpeting for the JEDI Coud contract?

A No.

Q After you net with other various officials or vendors
conpeting for the JED contract did you express to anyone your
personal preference of which vendor the DoD should sel ect?

A: No. In fact, | wasn't conpletely sold on the cloud. |
was still looking if there were any concerns or other options.

So, that is not what | saw ny job as being.

Q How do you respond to the assertion that you favored
Amazon over other vendors for the JEDI C oud contract?

A: It’s an unfortunate fabrication.

Q How you respond to the assertions that your neetings
wi th Amazon personnel showed favoritismtowards thenf

A No, that's refuted by ny neeting with a nunber, a | arge
nunber of other conpanies, and the CIA, and others. | was just in
and i nformati on gat hering, how do we protect our infornation?

Q So, nowl'd like to discuss sone of the other
individuals identified, and 1'd like to start with Ms. Sally
Donnel ly. Can you tell ne we first nmet her?

A.  Sonetine back in the -- sonetinme back in the m d-2000.
She was, at the time she was | believe the Chairman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff Special Assistant, Admiral Millen. But, I'ma
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little hazy on this. But | know | knew her when she was Adniral
Mul I en’ s Speci al Assistant.

Q And what is your understanding of Ms. Donnelly’s
relationship with or interest in SBD Advisors?

A. Sally B. Donnelly Advisors was her, | think, | don’t
know if this is a right term but consulting conpany, but her
conpany anyway.

Q Pallas advisors as well?

A.  Yes. That's just Pallas | think is her new conpany that
she has today. But, SBD | think is the conpany she had when |
asked her to conme in as an assistant and, when | was nmade Sec
Def .

Q And what is Ms. Donnelly's relationship with C5
Capital ?

A: | know she works worked with Andre Pienarr at one tine.
| don't know the status of that rel ationship. Cbviously she had
to get out of SBD and, | think that’'s what when she was wor ki ng
with Andre. Because she was out there when we’'re working the
hospital issues. And, at the dinner in London where we were
tal king about the fighting in Yenen and how they needed to get --
they needed to get on with this hospital. They couldn’t continue
to have their guys get, being nmade casualties, and they had no
way to take care of them

Q And did Ms. Donnelly need to disqualify herself from

participating in the JEDI O oud acquisition because of any of
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those rel ationships or interest?

A: | have no idea because | was not involved in the JEDI
Cl oud acqui sition.

Q And, what was your understanding of Ms. Donnelly’s
et hi cs agreenent?

A:  Can you say that again, DISHOINES -

Q Wat was your understanding of Ms. Donnelly’s ethics
agreenent ?

A Well everybody -- all of us had to sign one. | can’t
tell you what her specific. Cbviously she had the sanme kind of
restrictions that nmy Chief of Staff, that ny Deputy Secretary.
|”mnot sure. | assune that since we’'re all under the federal
ethics rules it’s the same for all of us.

Q Wat have you ever heard Ms. Donnelly say about Anazon?

A:  She would tal k about Amazon but she’ d al so tal k about
M crosoft. You know, it was she just -- she was the one who
initially said well, you keep bringing up the Wst Coast
conmpani es. Way don’t we go out and talk to then? Because | was
readi ng about them | was trying to figure out how you do you
change DoD s corporate culture fromrisk-adverse to risk-taking
in terns of research and devel opnent. And so, when | went out to
see Tim Cook | renenber she was the one who set that up down in
Silicon Valley, and when | went to see DI UX because | was
interested in getting rid of the experinental. | nmean she -- her

vi ew of the high-tech stuff was they have a lot to offer, but it
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was not just about Amazon. It was about all of them Google,
M crosoft. As a matter of fact we were supposed to see Starbucks
too. How did Starbucks run to just explode across the country,
across the world, but I don't think we ever got to them |'msure
we didn't.

Q How do you respond to the assertions that Ms. Donnelly
pl ayed a key role in the JEDI O oud acquisition and had a
conflict of interest?

A Well | didn't. | can’t tell you that | kept track of
Ms. Donnelly. She worked for ne. | didn't work for her, so she
coul d be doing things | suppose, but | never saw any indication
of it, nor did she have any authority to work on the contract.

So, you' d have to talk to those who did to find out if in fact
she did anything like that. But, | can't imagine that | woul d not
have heard about it if | had one of ny personal staff involved in
it. So, | think it’s highly unlikely, but you'll have to talk to
those who actually dealt with the contract to see if she was

i nvol ved.

Q Has anyone ever told you that Ms. Donnelly said or did
somet hi ng that woul d cause themto question her inpartiality
concerni ng Anazon?

A | don't think so. | nean |’ve obviously read about it
inthis Oracle effort to see it got underway, the same one where
they say | have an undisclosed financial relationship with

Amazon. |t nust be undiscl osed because | never received a penny
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fromthem but, no. Oher than the allegations in the press that

|"ve read since leaving office |I’ve got no reason to suspect

t hat .

Q Wat about concerning the JEDI O oud acquisition?

A:  Her involvenent with that you nean, R

Q Yes, sir.

A.  Yeah, you'll have to talk with people involved. | had
no know edge of the acquisition process. Well | knew the process

that they would collect, you know, they'd put out there

46

requi rements and coll ect contract bids. But, |I'’mnot aware of any

of the inner workings of that effort because | was prohibited
from being involved and | never asked.

Q Tell us about Ms. Donnelly’s enpl oynent after |eaving
t he DoD?

A.  Yeah, she started a conpany | know Pallas | think you
mentioned, and she's | believe involved wth [DISHDINE o |eft
the White House probably, | don't know. He left the Wite House
quite some time ago. He was | think he was the head of the
BDICHEINISE for the President, but I'’mnot really aware of
what she does with the conpany. | have no idea of what

particul ars, you know, what she’'s doing. |’ve been in touch with

her occasionally but nore on a social basis. You know, am | going

to be in New York at a certain time or sonething? But | haven't
linked up with her. Ch no, | have. She came out to Stanford. She

was out at Silicon Valley and I'mworking at Stanford and she
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came by nmy office for sone coffee one tinme. But | don’'t have any
busi ness knowl edge of what she's doing. | think it’s again sone
ki nd of consulting but that’'s nore an assunption. W haven't
really -- we haven't tal ked about specifics.

Q ay. Did anyone express concerns to you about her post
gover nnent enpl oynent ?

A: No, but |’ve been rather strongly staying out of
political nmatters, not naking statenents. The news nedia all want

nme to tal k about one issue or the other and | just stay

conpletely out of that. |I hadn’t been back to Washington D.C. in
six nmonths until last week when | was in Tysons corner for a few
hours.

DIONOIE®: Ckay. Thank you. DIGHEIMIER do you have any
questions?

BIDNRI: No questions.

BY NSNS

Q Sonowl'dlike to nove over to M. DeMartino.

A Ckay. R how nmuch nore tine? | put aside two hours.
| do have another conference call in about 10 minutes. Do you
think we can conplete this in 10 minutes or do | need to put off
some peopl e?

Q | think we can get it done in 10 minutes, sir.

A.  (Ckay. Pl ease go ahead.

Q Wat is your understanding of M. DeMartino's

relationship with or interest in SBD Advisors as well as Pallas
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advi sors?
A | think he was working. |I'mnot sure if this, but |
t hought he was either working with or in sone way associated with

SBD and Pallas | don’t know what it is, if he's involved. He

nm ght very well be but I'mnot aware of that. | just don't know
to much, | don’'t know basically anything about Pallas other than
it Sally’s new conpany, but they were always -- | think they

wor ked together before. It wouldn't surprise ne if it back
toget her again, but | don't know.

Q D d he have a relationship with C5 Capital as well?

A: | have no idea.

Q And, what about conflicts of interest that M.
DeMartino should have been required to recuse himfromfor
particular matters as it relates to the JEDI acquisition?

A: | have no idea. | don't know what he was doing. | don't
know any specifics about what natters he was dealing with before
he came to work at Sec Def's Office. So, | can’t tell you other
than standard if he had been involved in sonething before then
you had to recuse yourself.

Q And how do you respond to the assertions that M.
DeMartino played a key role in the JEDI O oud acquisition and had
a conflict of interest?

A I'mnot aware of any role he played, or conflict of
interest. Again, you d have to talk, [BISHEIEES to the team

that were actually doing the cloud contract. The IT Contracting
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to find out if in fact he inserted hinself. |I'’mnot aware of any
such thing.

Q ay. Has anyone told you that M. DeMartino said or
did sonmething that would cause themto question his inpartiality
concer ni ng Anazon?

A The Oracle chart that | just referred to when we
started | noticed he too was on there, but in |ight of what
Oracl e said about ne having an undi scl osed financial relationship
with Amazon | give themno credibility at all. You need to | ook
into it of course but as proven liars already | have a hard tine
crediting their integrity, their nanagerial integrity as | deal
with the outfall of everything that's going on including this
i nquiry here.

Q And sonowl’'d like to talk about the CAPE Director
M. Robert Daigle. What was M. Daigle' s involvenent in the JED
Cloud acquisition for the single award strategy?

A I'mnot aware of. Again, | did not get involved in that
so | have no know edge of it. M. Daigle | ed CAPE. CAPE was the
Secretary of Defense’s independent analysis group that woul d | ook
at everything fromwhat m x of airplanes should the Marine Corps
have, to whether or not the Ford carriers was properly
progressing towards comri ssioning and availability for that. He
wor ked t hose issues for ne. H ghly capable. Very ethical. |I'm not
aware of any role on the cloud, but you would have to, other than

just reviewi hg what was goi hg on, you d have to ask the people
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Q ay. Has anyone ever told you that M. Daigle said or
did sonmething that would cause themto question his inpartiality
concerning the JED C oud acquisition?

A: No. In fact fromseveral different quarters one of the
Armed Forces | believe it was the Navy, even when people
di sagreed with them| heard from nunerous people that he did his
honewor k. He was very data-driven. So, no. | heard just the
opposite that his ethical stance and his integrity were absol ute
even when it was on topic.

Q Thank you. Also, M. Victor Gavin. Do you know M.
Victor Gavinis, sir?

A: No. No. If | walked into a room| wouldn't recognize

him | saw the nane. | don’'t know anything about him

Q How about M. Deap Ubhi?

A. Say the name agai n.

Q Deap Ubhi?

A No. Oh, no. I've never met him Never heard his name or
read his name until | saw it in the newspaper.

Q ay. How do you respond to the reports that you may
have viol ated ethics rules by having a prior commerci al
relati onship with Anmazon comrercial cloud partner, C5 Capital ?

A. Wll, it’s a total falsehood. |I’'ve never had one penny

50

or any understanding with Amazon. |If | had any respect for Oracle

I"d sue themfor lying, but frankly, on the banks of the Col unbia
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frankly I don’t give a dam.

Q And how you respond to reports that you nay have fail ed
to disclose a commercial prior relationship with Arazon despite
your work with C5 Capital pronoting Anrazon's cloud service in the
M ddl e East?

A.  Yeah, its total fabrication.

Q And how do you respond to reports that you have
violated ethics rules by not recusing yourself fromthe JEDI
Cl oud acqui sition?

A | was never involved with the JEDI C oud acquisition.

Q And how do you respond to the many coments and
assertions in the nedia that DoD officials took steps to steer
the JEDI C oud acquisition towards Amazon?

A: | was not involved in the selection but because once |
define the strategic problem of protecting infornmation and
enabling the warfighter to win wars. | put the right people in
place. I'mconfident they would not do that because they had
everything to gain by finding a way to solve this problemwth
the best solution, not preferential treatnent, and | think that
in light of the people nmaking the allegation are clearly
fabricating informati on. They're going to have to show nme how
thi s happened because the systemis actually set up to not permt
this to happen, and furthernore the Congress did not take a
hands- of f approach to this. The staffers and several of the

menbers, several, both on the Senate and the House side were
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wat chi ng over this, and they gave appropriate and thorough
oversight. So, that was outside agency, obviously different
branch of governnent that was watching over it as well.

Q Do you have any other comments you would like to nmake
regarding this matter that we have not al ready addressed?

A No, | think you ve covered it. Sorry | was a little
slow on finding sone of the e-mails, but since | had to go

through themrather rapidly last night, but no, | think you

covered it all. | hope | didn't slow you down too nuch this
nor ni ng.

Q No, sir. | appreciate your tine.

A:  Yeah, no problem No problem And I'mgoing -- I'm

shifting down to Stanford tonorrow where | work nost of the tine,
so | won't be available tonorrow if you have a follow up
question, but |I'mavailable then for the next 10 days before
nove back up. |'Il be out of touch for one day so, other than
tomorrow for the next 10 days |’'m avail abl e.

Q ay. Thank you for that. So, sir, we'll go ahead and
begi n your read out.

A.  Ckay.

Q Is there any additional information that you would |ike
to provide to us?

A No.

Q Do you have any comrents or concerns about the way we

conducted this interview?
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A:  No, none at all.

Q ay. If you anything else that you believe may be
relevant to this review please let nme know

A:  Sure.

Finally, in order to protect the integrity of
this review we ask that you do not discuss this matter under
review, or the questions we've asked you during this review with
anyone other than your personal attorney should you choose to
consult with one. This does not apply to or restrict you of your
right to contact an 1 G or a Menber of Congress. |f anyone asks
you about your testinony or the review, please informthemthat
the DoD O G |Inspector Ceneral has asked you not to discuss this
matter. |If anyone persists in asking you about your testinony, or
the review, or if you feel threatened in any nanner because you
provi ded testinony, please contact ne. The tinme is now 11:55
Eastern Standard Tinme. This concludes our interview
[The interview termnated at 11:55 a.m, August 14, 2019.]

[ The interview resuned at 11:55 a.m, August 14, 2019.]

The recorders are back on. It’s 11:55 a. m
M. Mattis, you have an additional coment?

MR MATTIS: Yes. Well first, thanks for the way you
conducted this, but if Oracle continues to defanme ny nanme without
referring to your inquiry, | do want you to know that | wll take
steps, legal steps advised by ny attorney if they continue to
fabricate things that are proven, can be proven to be fal se. So,
| just want to say that on the record.

:  Yes, sir. Understood.

MR, MATTIS: So, that would be where | would be talking
about this, but not about your inquiry, okay?

Yes, sir.
Ckay. Al right. Very good.

"Il stop the recorders now.

[ The interview ended at 11:56 a.m, August 14, 2019.]
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PROCEEDI NG
BIONOIS: Today is November 4, 2019, and the tinme is
now 1005 Eastern Standard Tirme. | am [[SISHEOINIEENE v th the

Departnent of Defense, O fice of the Inspector General. Wth ne

are ny col | eagues DNENBIISI
EIENDI . 2nd the Wi tness former

Secretary of Defense Janes Mattis. W are continuing by tel ephone
an interview we conducted on August 14, 2019. W’'re continuing
the interview for the purpose of clarifying certain details in
nedi a that we read about JEDI C oud procurenent. W are at the
Mark Center located in Alexandria, Virginia, and M. Mattis is in
Ri chl and, Washington. At this tinme | ask you to acknow edge that
this interview is being recorded.

MR MATTIS: Yes. Uh, huh [affirnmative response].

BIONOI®: Thank you. Do you understand that you remain
under oath to provide truthful testinony?

MR. MATTIS: Yes.
JAMES MATTI S
was recalled as a witness, remi nded of her previous oath, and
provided the follow ng testinony:
EXAMI NATI ON

BY NSNS

Q Sir, nowl’'d like to tal k about a published book that
was in the news and it recently said -- by M. Quy Snodgrass who

wote, and | quote, “In the sumrer of 2018 Trunp called and
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directed Mattis to screw Amazon by | ocking them out of a chance
to bid on called --“ I'"'msorry. | apologize. “By |ocking them
out of a chance to bid on JEDI.” Snodgrass then wote that,

“Rel aying the story to us during small group Mattis said we're
not going to do that. This will be done by the book both legally
and ethically.” Can you please tell nme who is GQuy Snodgrass and
what is his job?

A.  Yeah, he was one of ny three speechwiters. He was a
commander in the Navy, recommended to ny Chief of Staff, hired
for that job. During his time with ne he was selected to command
an aircraft carrier. He chose not to take that job and chose to
resign fromthe Navy and we kept himon in a civilian capacity as
a speechwiter. He would be in sone neetings based on if there
were things that | had to be able to put into Iike Congressional
statenents or speeches | was giving then often tinmes one of the
three speechwiters would be there. They were probably in no nore
than about a quarter of all the neetings | was -- | would be
hol di ng. Maybe even 15 to 20 percent. In other words, many of the
neetings had nothing to do with public statenents or
Congressional statenents. So, that was his role. He did shift
frommnlitary to civilian during his time with ne, and then he
left the office | would say [BISHDINIESEEE Y the tine he
| eft, though | never understood sone of the reasons for that. |
can’t speak to that. I'mjust not -- he and | never spoke about

t hat .
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Q Do you recall the tinmefrane he worked for you, sir?

A | don't. | was -- | knew you were going to ask that.
don’t recall it. He was not in the initial right away early on
group, when | wal ked through the door and | just had a handful of
people and it grew over the nonths, and | know he wasn't there at
the end, but | don't renenber the dates not well enough. He was a
rather lowlevel -- he was a |ow1level function although he had
direct access to nme on some occasions, mnority of times | had
neetings in the office or sonething.

Q Was he still there before you left DoD, sir?

A | don’t think so. | think he had |left nonths before --
a couple of nonths before, but again, | -- please check. |I'msure
that the personnel people there for OSD can give you the specific
date. That would be a lot nore authoritative. | just can’t
renenber it. He was not -- | nmean, | could tell you the dates the
people | was working closely with but | can't renenber him

Q And what is your reaction to M. Snodgrass’ statenent?

A: | heard nore about the President’s disgruntle -- well,
one -- let nme ask you a procedural question here. If | talk about
| have never reveal ed the President’s comruni cations with anyone
with ne. I've always felt |ike that was private. | maintained
confidentiality on that. If | talk on this, does this becone
public? Does this then go out and reveal that |I'mnow tal king for
the first time about the President’s -- ny discussions with the

President in private?
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RIS B you want to answer that?

A Are you still there?

DIONEIGS:  Yes.

BY QICHOIGCN

Q Let ne try on that one, sir. This is [[DISHEINES

speaking. At this point | can say that the intent is to address
in our report these -- this matter of whether or not President
Trunp influenced or tried to influence the JEDI d oud
procurenment. In order to get at that we' re asking you about these
statenents that M. Snodgrass attributed to M. Trunp and to you,
and we will -- we anticipate putting the information about that
inthe report. At this tine | can also say that it is M. Fine's
intent that this report be made public, and so with that | would
say that if there is an answer or answers that you feel that you
cannot answer that we shoul d pause and nove on and then we can
consult with counsel and/or others regarding the answers that you
provi ded or did not provide in response to our questions --

A.  Yeah, that’'s hel pful. Thank you. Well let me put it
this way and | think this will answer what you need. | knew nore
about the President’s disgruntlenent and that |’ m characteri zing
it that way based on what | read in the newspaper, | didn't watch
very nmuch TV. | never have, but in the news | would read about
hi s unhappi ness with Amazon and its connection to the Washi ngton
Post, but | don't -- he may very well have said sonething |like

that to nme, but one conversation years ago | just don't recal
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it. It may well have happened the way that M. Snodgrass is

relating it, but I was aware regardl ess of whether or not | heard
it on that phone call. | was aware of the President’s unhappi ness
wi th Amazon, and to include he did not |ike the contract going to

them | was aware of that. Does that get at what you're sayi ng?

A:  Asking?

Q Well, we may have sonme direct questions for you, sir,
about your comunications with President Trunp if you are --

A.  Sure.

Q if you feel you are unable to answer that question
directly woul d you please | et us know?

A.  Yeah, yeah. No problem | understand, but the President
at no time, that nay have happened. That woul d have been ny
response because it was probably ny response if ever asked or if
| read it, for exanple you get the Early Bird every norning with
news articles, and if | saw sonething like that in there | would
have circled it and | probably woul d have said, “The process
continues in accordance with the I egal and ethical standards.”
And just | would not go into any nore detail, would not ask who

we had working on the contract, never spoke to anybody working on

the contract, | just made sure that everyone knew mnmy expectations
were | egal and ethical process. So, it could -- it sounds |ike
what | would have said. | can't tell you if that's what | said
for certain at that nonent, or if | even got that call, but |

[11/4/2019] 1SO - Mattis Recall Interview - 4 Nov 2019




wouldn’t say | didn't either. That’'s the best | can give you on
this fol ks.

Q Sir, are you referring at least in part to the -- what
M. Snodgrass wote about what you said at small group neeting?

A.  Yeah, yeah. That it would be a | egal and ethical
process. Yeah, that's -- | nean that’s ny guidance to the
Departnent went far beyond just Amazon contract. It was about the
running the ethical mdfield on everything we did.

BY NSNS

Q ay. So, renenber that this is an unclassified
i nterview, what besides JEDI did you talk about, and that would
be with the President?

A. Besides JEDI? Everything. | nean --

BY NS

Q I think jjl§i neans during the alleged phone call where
he allegedly said to screw Amazon?

A: Ladies and gentlenen, | had dozens and dozens of phone
calls with the President. | honestly cannot confirmthat that
came up on a phone call. It sounds |ike sonmething that m ght have
happened, | just over those years | just don’t recall the
specifics there.

5Y (DIONEIGIS

Q D d you by chance nmention this conversation with anyone
outside of this small group as M. Snodgrass refers to, and these

woul d be the comments about Amazon?

[11/4/2019] 1SO - Mattis Recall Interview - 4 Nov 2019




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A: | probably wouldn’t. | wouldn't be inclined to just
because 1'd want to contain that sort of influence. My
i nclination would have been that the small group was sufficient.
As long as they knew ny intent, and they were there to nmake sure
nmy intent was carried out, and that ny intent was understood. So,
no, | probably woul d have avoi ded tal ki ng about it frankly just
to avoid inadvertently giving that idea and the inpetus, but
again | don't recall the President’s words on this. So, | don't
want to give it too nmuch credence here that | can’t in good
conscious say | recall.

Q ay. M. Snodgrass reportedly stated that President
Trunp, “Personally got involved in who would win” the JED d oud
computing contract, also known as the JEDI

A.  Yeah, | don’t know how he woul d have known sonet hi ng
like that, although, | nean this guy was a speechwiter. | would
-- 1 mean, the book fromwhat I'’mtold has a fair nunber of
i naccuracies in it just so you're aware of that. | nean, he has
nme apparently on the -- in the book he's actually got ne being
sworn in by President Trunp at the White House. | was sworn in by
the Vice President at the old EOB. | nean, fromthe very
begi nning the book is full of inaccuracies even on things that
are relatively easily checked. So, I"'mnot going to give it
credibility. I"mnot saying it didn't happen but | certainly
can’t say that it did either.

Q Well, can you share with us if there were anything el se
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that President Trunmp may have invol ved hinsel f surrounding the
JEDI procurenment. Were there request for information fromyou or

anyone el se?

A.  Yeah, he never asked nme for any infornmation. | told him
we had to follow regulatory -- we were talking | renenber about
sone contract. | think it was an aircraft contract but |’ m not

certain early on, and | explained the way the process is set up,
and but | don't recall any details about how the JEDI contract
was going to be |l ed by DoD between nme and the President. | just
don't recall that at all. | think | would recall that if that had
come up in a discussion. In other words some substantive, you
know, who does it, and howis it done, and what's the tinme? |1'd
renenber a | onger conversation like that | think.

Q Can you tell us if you know about any involvenent in
the JEDI procurenment by President Trump’'s staff?

A No. Certainly, the Chief of Staff had nothing to do
with it. I"'mcertain of that. It never cane up. OVB never cane
up. Just going through here, no, | don't recall it. | mean | knew
nore fromthe newspaper that the President didn't |ike Amazon
That’s where | was aware of it, and that’s about the extent of
it. It wasn’'t fromdiscussions in the Wite House. | tal ked about
a lot of things in the Wite House having to do with Syria, or
China, or Russia, and stuff but never this.

Q Has anyone ever told you that menbers of President

Trunp’'s staff were involved in the JED procurenent?
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A: No. No. | used to be rather attentive to people from
outside of the Departnment trying to get into what | consider to
be the areas of ny responsibilities. So that would have -- that
woul d not have gone over well with nme. | would ve taken i medi ate
action if 1'd heard it and | would renmenber that.

Q kay. What ot her conmunications --

A That's not to say they didn't do now, it is just it
never cane to mnd attention if they did.

Q Thank you for clarifying

A:  Uh, huh [affirmative response].

Q Wat ot her communi cations did you have with President
Trunp about JEDI, Amazon, or other conpetitors for the contract?

A | don't recall the President and | having a
conversation about JEDI. It may have been, once in a while he
call me in the norning about sonething he read in the newspaper
and had been thinking about, and sonetines he didn't have all the
details yet so I'd go back to himwith details, but that | know
t hat we never discussed the JEDI contract, the President and |
with any kind of substance or procedural way or how it could be
i nfluenced, just never happened.

Q D d you have any other conmunications from Presi dent
Trunp’'s staff about JEDI, Amazon, or other conpetitors?

A. No. If I didit had to be in passing but |I think I'd
renenber that because that would have been so odd, and | just --

| just doubt that | did, although I can't say for certain. | just
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don’t remenber it com ng up.

Q \Wat else have you personally heard President Trunp say
that was about or related to JEDI C oud procurenent?

A.  Yeah, nothing that | can recall. It was in the news
enough that it was probably always in the back of ny mind what
his views were of Anmazon, but it just -- | just did ny duty. |
wasn't -- my duty was to maintain the managerial integrity of the
Departnent, and | wasn’'t going to |let anything get in a way of
that frankly.

Q \Wat else have you heard President Trunp say about Jeff
Bezos?

A | don't recall anytine himbringing up Jeff Bezos’
nane. It was always Anmazon is what | recall fromthe news
reports, and | think Bezos cane up there but | cannot recall a
single time he brought up Jeff Bezos personally with nme like on a
phone call or a -- we used to have lunch like once a week if we
were both in town, and that’s where we often times tal ked about
just various issues. Mdst of themwere foreign policy, nilitary
policy. Overwhelm ngly they were, once in a while they would be
somet hi ng nore here at home, the parade for exanple he wanted,
that sort of thing, but nost of it was for -- alnost all of it
was foreign policy or nmilitary policy.

Q ay. So now, | am going and you a question and sone of
the follow ng questions pertain to after you depart ed.

A.  Ckay.
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Q But certainly, you nay be able to share a little bit
nore insight about sone of our questions here.

Q So in July 2019 in the nedia reported that President
Trunp said and | quote, “Conpani es conpl ai ned about the planned
JEDI contract, and that he was or would be | ooking at the
contract.” The nmedia al so reported that President Trunp said
quote, “We'll take a very strong |ook at JEDI, and had asked

aides to investigate the JEDI contract.” What can you tell us
about those statements in the nedia that are attributed to
Presi dent Trunp?

A.  Yeah, | never m nded whether it be the President, or
the Congress, or the press |ooking at what we were doing. As |
used to tell our guys and gals if what we were doing couldn’t
stand outside reviews then maybe we ought to change what we're
doi ng which is why we had to naintain the ethical and | ega
standards, and even better than that run the ethical mdfield.
Don't even get close to the sidelines. So, | never worried about
that. That to nme, | nean they could catch us every tinme that we
were doing sonething right as well far as | was concerned and if
we were doing sonmething wong then we’'d admt it, correct it, and
nove out. That doesn’'t bother nme. | was that proud of the
Departnent and its internal processes and its internal controls
and oversight, and | didn't deny that the Congress had an

oversight role, the press had a role, the Wite House had a role,

we had very close relationship with State Departnent, and if they
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didn't like sonething we were doing in the mlitary field because

it was inpacting our diplomats, that to ne is a healthy

organi zation. So, | did not have any reservati ons about any
oversight. It didn't bother me at all. Have at it as far as | was
concer ned.

Q ay. And you nentioned oversight, what other concerns
did you get from Congress regarding the JEDI contract during your
tenure?

A. | don't recall any. | know that the committees, the
House Arned Service Committee was very interested. Their staffers
were tal king to our people about how we were going to manage, and
it wasn't just JEDI. It was the whole information technol ogy
structure. It had to do a security of it, heavy enphasis on
security. These kinds of questions were routine not just about
that, it was about the FORD carrier, it was about the F-35, and
the -- this oversight by the Congress | thought was attentive. It
was inforned. | didn't have -- they knew what they were talking
about. It was, | would say it was routine and appropri ate.

Q ay. Do you have any else -- any other things you'd
like to share with us?

A.  You nean about the oversight?

Q O any other request from Congress that they may have
asked about .

A OCh, okay. | see. No. | know that | got -- | was

informed that they' d been inpressed by M. Dana, | forget. |

[11/4/2019] 1SO - Mattis Recall Interview - 4 Nov 2019




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

13
think it was soneone on the House Arnmed Services Conmittee told
me how i nformed and hel pful M. Dana Deasy was, a new guy was
brought in to oversee the information technol ogy adaptati ons we
were doing. | remenber getting either a phone call or heard it up
on Capitol H Il fromone of the nmenbers of the comittee as to
how he been very inpressive, very know edgeabl e, answered al
their questions, and he was all on board. | forget who it was. It
was up on the Hill. It was up on the HIl, and it was before ny
-- | think it was sonetine in the fall of 2018 |ike Septenber,

Cct ober tineframe. | renenber that that he had been very hel pful,
and then that was the only specific thing |I remenber about
Congress bringing up the information technol ogy aspect of what we
were doing and the infornati on we were providing to the Congress.

Q Thank you for that. So, |I'd like to ask you a question
and this is just your opinion, sir. How did President Trump’'s or
President Trunp’'s staff communications with you about JEDI
procurenent influence your actions related to the procurenent,
during your tenure there as the SECDEF?

A: It had no influence on nmy actions. | did probably on
nore than one occasion because of what | read in the news, |
probably on nore than one occasion said that we maintain strictly

by the book | egal, and ethical nanagenent of this project, and |

would go into no nore details. | did not want to be updated on
it. | never asked for the names of the people who were actually
adm ni stering the contract. | never got into discussions with the
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Under Secretary that who woul d be wat ching over this, although
Dana Deasy was the person | knew making certain all of the
equities fromthe nilitary departnent’s and OSD, and the
techni cal aspects were being integrated into the requirenents,
but I did not get into those. | specifically only nade it clear
that we woul d do things by the book.

Q ay. And what pressure did President Trunp or anyone
fromhis staff exert on you regarding the JEDI contract?

A It's probably the way |'mbuilt, na’am but | didn't
feel one ounce of pressure fromanyone. | don’t recall any
direction fromthe President, or any nenber fromthe staff, or
fromanyone. I'lIl even broaden it, no Congressman, no menber of
the Executive Branch, no Senator, | don't recall anyone trying to
direct ne what to do with the JEDI contract, and that includes
the President. | knew he probably wouldn’t like it nmuch if Amazon
won, but that’'s frankly wasn't my concern as long as we did it
right.

Q And what is your response to the assertion that
President Trunp influenced the JEDI C oud procurenment in a way
that di sadvant aged Amazon?

A | can’t comment on that because |'ve been gone. As you
know the contract was put on hold after | left, and then the
process was revi ewed. That one | would be very reluctant to
answer because | just don't know.

Q And do you know who won the award for the JED
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contract?

A. | think its Mcrosoft if what |'’mreading the papers is
correct. Oracle’ s chall enge probably bought tine for Mcrosoft.
In other words, | think there was a delay as it went through the
court proceedings and this sonme sort of thing. The federal judge
said the Departnment had done things right. There were sone things
that needed to be | ooked at, but |I'’mgetting way outside of the
area. | mean what |'mstarting to repeat things in the press,
this is one of ny frustrations that I'mstill have an answer
these questions because an awful | ot of people seemto be saying
things or like in Oracle’s case, manufacturing things that they

know to be, or should know to be |ibelous frankly.

Q Gkay. Thank you for that. BISHEDINESI"
BY NSNS
Q Sir, did President Trunp tell you that he did not want

Amazon to win the contract?

A | don't recall that. It could have happened but | just
don’t recall those words. Again, | knew his dissatisfaction with
Amazon. | nean | knew that loud and clear. | knew that before he,

you know if he and | spoke on the phone about it |I was al ready
aware fromearly on his views of Amazon, Washi ngton Post, and
Jeff Bezos but | don't recall us having a discussion about it.
Q Were you aware of his dissatisfaction with Amazon or
with M. Bezos fromdiscussions with him or from sone other

sources?
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A: No. | don’t think so. | think it -- | think ny
awar eness was initially what | read in the news and reinforced at
| east several times even possibly nmany tinmes of what by what |
read in the news.

Q Do you recall that specific small group neeting that
M. Snodgrass wote about in his book?

A | don’t. | don’t recall that.

Q Were you surprised by the fact that Amazon won the

award, |I'msorry that Mcrosoft won the award?
A Not really. | mean they were -- | think they were one
of the conpetitors. | did not know their technical ability to

carry out the contract, but | didn't know Amazon’'s either. So,
remai ned in a spectator role of the actual contract while

nmai nt ai ni ng what | thought was the appropriate direction for ne
whi ch was keep it by the book, legal, and ethical. | thought that
was ny role so that it was unassail able when it was done. It had
to be able to hold because we had done it right. So, | don’t
think I was surprised. O course that was just recently and |’ ve
been | ong gone. Frankly, nothing would surprise ne com ng out of
Washi ngton D.C. these days.

Q ay. Sir, I'mgoing to do a -- it’s a bit of a
scripted read out at this tine. | ask you to remain on the phone
for just a mnute after we turn the recorders off.

A.  Sure.

Q So, I'll ask you, do you have any questions of us?

16
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A: No. | think the only one | had was that one right at
the beginning just | nmean |’ meven being very careful not to talk
to old friends or anything just because this subject mght cone
up. People |I've worked with, people who are no longer in
governnment. So that’'s kind of why |I'm asking why this keeps
goi ng, but no, that was the only question. | have no probl ens
with the questions you' re asking or the direction you have to
t ake because you have to explore the veracity of what you're
sayi ng on the news.

Q ay. If you remenber, anything else that you think
woul d be relevant to the line of inquiry that we're tal ki ng about
today pl ease contact us and we be happy to take that infornmation
from you.

A.  Yeah. Wll | got back in Saturday night to ny honme and
I went through what notes | have here, and there aren’t nmany. |
left all of ny black books because they had cl assified
information. Little notebooks |I had each day there at the
Pentagon to be retained there because of the classification
thing, but I went through other notes | have just witten
docunents and that sort of thing. There’'s a gray notebook. You
know it m ght be hel pful for you all to find this. Let ne just --
|"ve got into ny library here. Let nme just walk in there. 1’11
tell you what it is because | know that OSD could find this for
you because it was printed and handed out to everybody. If you

don’t already have it. Let nme look at it here. Here we go. It's
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called, “Secretary Mattis’ |eadership phil osophy and gui dance
2018,” and that is nmy -- the guidance | gave to all of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and the senior civilian | eadership over at Fort
McNair. My staff had put it together wi thout my awareness and
it’s a great guide. They just pulled out a Iot of things about ny
gui dance, and in there you'll see guidance on how we do busi ness,
and that m ght be hel pful to you. That's the only think I can
think of that | have here that night be helpful to you there.
found nothing el se about contracts of any kind. There were kind
of big contracts like the F-35 biggest programin DoD history in
terns of dollars and all, and I don’t have anything on any
contracts or guidance, or letters or anything about that.

Q Oay. | would imagine the Secretary’s Chief, the
current Secretary’s Chief of Staff would have that, copy of that?

A:  He probably does.

Q That would be the place to start?

A: | know that Secretary Esper got a copy of it because he
was the Secretary of the Arny, but it was printed and it was, you
know who might be able to help you? Wuld be the Public Affairs
folks or, gosh I think everyone el se has been rotated out of
there. My speechwiters are gone. They were part of putting it
toget her, the other two besi des Snodgrass who you don’'t want to
go to by the way.

Let me think.

Q | think we can track it down.

A | knowyou find it. It’'s a panphlet. Eight and hal f by
11, it’'s probably about 40 pages long and that’s the only thing |
can think of that nmight tangentially or indirectly be helpful to
you. | just didn't find anything else here in ny stack. There
were ethics things put out under the standards. 1’1l bet the
St andards of Conduct O fice might have it. SOCO in OSD Genera
Counsel

Q ay. And sir, we ask you to continue to refrain from
speaki ng with others or answering questions about our inquiry or
any of the questions that we’ ve asked you. OF course this is not
restrict your right to contact an I nspector General or Menber of
Congr ess.

A:  Yeah. One thing on that would you |l et nme know when
you' re done because | really have interrupted, since our first
tal k, stopped even talking with sone of ny former staff, and |
want to get back to talking with them and see how they’ re doing

and all. So, would you |l et nme know when you’'re done?
Well, that’s one of the reasons | ask you to
remain on the line after we turn the recorders off. I'Il try to

provi de you and answer questions for you.
MR MATTIS: Ckay.
The tinme is 10:40 a.m and this interviewis
concl uded.
[The interview termnated at 10:40 a.m, Novenber 4, 2019.]
[ END OF PAGE]

[11/4/2019] 1SO - Mattis Recall Interview - 4 Nov 2019




Sent Thursday, November 14, 2019 2:21 PM

To: LE.Ome
DoD

Subject: FW: [Non-DoD Source] Re: DoDIG Matter

Attachments: Snodgrass MFR 11-1-19 ads.pdf; Snodgrass Book pp 80-81.pdf; Snodgrass Book
JEDI.pdf

Team,

Attached is my telephonic interview with Mr. Snodgrass from Nov. 1st. The below info is follow-up information from
Mr. Snodgrass via his attorney. Also attached is the pages from the book mentioned/referenced below.

v/r,

Investigations of Senior Officials
Department of Defense Office of Inspector General

4800 Mark Center Drive, [[E S EISESI - cxandria, VA 22350-1500

)

WARNING: INSPECTOR GENERAL SENSITIVE INFORMATION - FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

The information contaimed-in-this e-mail and any accompanying attachments-nvay contain sensitive information which is
protected from mandatory disclosure underthe-Freedom-efinformation Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552. This e-mail message,
including any attachments, is for the sole-use of the intended recipien and should not be released to unauthorized
persons. If you are-netthe intended recipient please contact the sender by e-mail anddestroy all copies of the original
message and attachments. '

From: (N

Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2019 12:59 PM
To: (NN
o DIONEN

Subject: Re: [Non-DoD Source] Re: DoDIG Matter

please find answers below from Mr. Snodgrass to assist you with your
investigation. His answers are below your text.

Let me know if you need anything else.

I would like to clarify this information, when and how events transpired

1




>>
>> Exactly as depicted in the book (location, time frame, group)

, and whether there is any additional related the incident that is not

>> recorded in the book.

>>

>> This issue (President Trump telling Mattis he wanted to block Amazon) was
a topic of discussion within the inner/core staff on numerous occasions

from spring to summer 2018.

President Trump also discussed his dislike of Bezos, fixating on the
Washington Post and a recent article he did not like (for 10 minutes),
during his first visit to the Pentagon on July 20, 2017. (Book p.80)

Jeff Bezos was also blocked by the White House from joining the Defense
Innovation Board in summer of 2017. Mattis proceeded on a trip to Seattle
(during a West Coast technology-focused visit) with the intention of
swearing in Bezos to the role. We were directed to “stand down.” Bezos was
dropped at the last minute. (Not in book)

In other words, what day did this occur,
>>
>> First specifically raised in March of 2018, then again in June/July. No
exact date for book’s scene.

was Mr. Snodgrass present when Secretary Mattis spoke to President Trump,
>> etc. :

>>

>>No

| would like for Mr. Snodgrass to define or identify "Small Group," (who
>> else was there) and provide more details of how Secretary Mattis "demurred"
>> (what did he say?).
>>
>> | was present in Small Group meeting when Mattis relayed that POTUS
directed him to “screw Amazon.” Mattis specifically relayed that he was
told by POTUS to block Amazon from the JEDI cloud contract.

Small group consists of the chief of staff (Kevin Sweeney), senior military
assistant (then-Rear Admiral Craig Faller), public affairs (almost always
BRI (egislative affairs (Rob Hood), OGC (SIS
B the time), and DepSecDef Pat Shanahan, plus special assistant

, and typically 1-2 DepSecDef
staffers (e.g., Brigadier General Matt McFarlane and then-DepSecDef CoS
Ralph Cacci)

On Wed, Nov 13, 2019 at 9:43 AM [ IS
S .

> .

>



> Good Morning. |1 wanted to follow up with you regarding the written

> response from Mr. Snodgrass. He and | spoke over the telephone on November
> 1st, and he agreed to prepare a written response based on our discussion.

> He said he would provide his response to you and let you provide it to me.

>

> | just wanted to follow-up on the status of his written response.

>

Vv
<
.
-

’

> Investigations of Senior Officials
> Department of Defense Office of Inspector General

> 4800 Mark Center Drive, [l EIEIIESI ~ < x:ndria, VA 22350-1500

@) 6). ) (MC) |
]
]
-
>

MARNING: INSPECTOR GENERAL SENSITIVE INFORMATION - FOR OFFICIA

tofi Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552. This

> disclosure under the Freedom 0
G or the sole use of the

>e- ma|I message, including a

> From: (NN

> Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2019 4:40 PM

>To:

> Subject: Re: [Non-DoD Source] Re: DoDIG Matter
>

> - checking on this!

>-

>On Thu, Oct 31, 2019 at 4:33 PM (SIS
N ot

>

> > -

>>

>>

>>

> > Good afternoon and thank you for your e-mail.

>>

>>

>>

> > My office is currently conducting an investigation that involves the JEDI
> > Cloud procurement. Mr. Snodgrass is not a subject in this matter. |

> > reached out to Mr. Snodgrass based on the following information contained

3



> > in his book, "Holding the Line," on page 309:

>>

>>

>>

> > "[Secretary] Mattis provided a valuable service to the nation, our

> > international allies and partners, and the members of the department he
>> led. Just as important, Mattis effectively translated the president's

> > desires into ethical, well-executed outcomes. In the summer of 2018,

> > [President] Trump called and directed Mattis to 'screw Amazon' by locking
> > them out of a chance to bid for the $10 billion networking contract known
> > as 'JEDI.' Mattis demurred. Relaying the story to us during Small Group,

> > Mattis said, 'We're not going to do that. This will be done by the book,

> > both legally and ethically."

>>

>>

>> _

> > | would like to clarify this information, when and how events transpired,
>> and whether there is any additional related the incident that is not

> > recorded in the book. In other words, what day did this occur, was Mr.

> > Snodgrass present when Secretary Mattis spoke to President Trump, etc. |
> > would like for Mr. Snodgrass to define or identify "Small Group," (who

> else

>> was there) and provide more details of how Secretary Mattis "demurred"
> > (what did he say?). :

> > | ask that neither you nor Mr. Snodgrass share this e-mail or its
> contents
> > with anyone else.

> > | will be in my office until about 5:00pm today if you and Mr. Snodgrass
> > would like to give me a call. Otherwise | will be in the office tomorrow
> > morning after 8:30am.

> > Again, thanks for responding to my e-mail and | look forward to hearing
> > from you.

>>
> > Investigations of Senior Officials
>>



> > Department of Defense Office of Inspector General
> >

> > 4800 Mark Center Drive, (Sl ESSI ~'<xandria, VA 22350-1500

>>

R0 6). ) ()C)

> This
> > e-mail message, incl

> > -----Original Message----
>> From:
> > Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2019 1:28 PM

> > To: [N

> > Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Re: DoDIG Matter

>>

>>

>>

- RIS

> >

>>

>>

> > | represent Mr. Snodgrass and he forwarded me your e-mail below. Can you
>>

> > provide some additional information on the scope of the investigation? |
>>

> > trust by your assurance that he is not a subject (or target or interested
>>

> > person) that he is nothing more than a witness and this is a voluntary
>>

>>interview?



>>
>>

>>

> > Thanks.

>>

>>

>>

> >

>>

> >

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>>

>>

>>>

>>

>>> *From:* N

>>

>> > *Date:* October 30, 2019 at 2:41:19 PM EDT

>>

>> '

>>

>>> *Subject:* *DoDIG Matter*

>>

>>>

>>

> >> Mr. Snodgrass,

>>

>>>

>>

> > > Good afternoon. Your name has come up as a potential witness in an
>> :

> > > investigation our office is conducting and we would like to speak with
>>you

>>

> > >at your earliest convenience. Please be assure you are not the subject
> > of

>>

> > > our investigation.

>>

>>>

>>

> > > Please call me at my number below or reply to this e-mail and provide a
>> :

> > > number where | may reach you. Because of the sensitivity of our

6



>>

>> > investigations, | ask that you not discuss this request with anyone at
> > this

>>

>>> time.

>>

>>>

>>

>>> | look forward to hearing from you.
>>

>>>

>>

>>>v/r,

>>

R0 6. (5)()C) ]
-
I
>>

> > > Investigations of Senior Officials

>>

>>> Department of Defense Office of Inspector General
>>

>>> 4800 Mark Center Drive, [} SIS < xandria, VA

>22350-1500

>>
>>
>>>
>>

> WARNING: INSPECTOR GENERAL SENSITIVE INFORMATION - FOR OFFICIAL U
>> Y.
>>
>>> The information contained in this e-mail and any accompanyi
> attachments

>>
> > > may contain sensitive infgrmation which is protected from mandatory
>>

>>> disclosure under the Freedom o ation Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552.
> > This

> >

7



> > > This e-mail is from the Qffice of the InspeCtor General, Department of
S>>
> > > Defense, and may contain info
> Sensitive"
>>
> > > {LES} or "For Offiei

> > Privacy

tion that is "Law Enforcement

| Use Only" {FOUQ} or otherwise subject to the

> > appropriate legal authority.
>>
>>>
>>
>>>
>>
>>
>>
> > -
>>
>>
>>
>>

>>

>> v
> > distribution of the contents

> >




> > 1250 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
>>

>>
> _ Please note new suite number ***
>>

>>
> > Washington, D.C. 20036
>>

>>

>>

;> ©). b) (1)C)
>>

>>

>>

>>(202) 330-5610 fax

>>

>>

>>

> > Website: ww NN

>>

>>

>>

> > Twitter: (NSNS

>>

>>

>>

> > Facebook:

>>

- OO
>>

>>This il is from the Office of the Inspector General, Departmen
> > Defense, and ma in information that is "Law Enf ent Sensitive"
> > {LES} or "For Official Use On ise subject to the

> Privacy
>> Act and/or legal an er privileges that restrict re
> > appropri gal authority.

>>



A\

VVVVVVYV
!

ctronic mail (e-mail) transmission is meant solely for

> the person whom it is addressed. It contains confid information
> that may also be lega ivileged. Any copying,disSemination or
> distribution of the contents of this-e-mait By anyone other than the

> addressee or hisor hera s is strictly prohibited. If
> you have receiv e-mail in error, please noti immediately by

> 1250 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.

>
> BRI Please note new suite number ***
>

> Washington, D.C. 20036
>

4(b) 6), (b) (7)(C) |
>
> (202) 330-5610 fax

>
gpe.ocno |
>

>

|

rwise subject to the Privacy
adOF other privileges that restrict ref@ase-without

10




to whom it is addressed. It contains confidenti
that may also be rivileged. Any copying, di ination or
distribution of the contents ofthi iHoy anyone other than the
addressee or his or her agen s is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this€-mail in error, please noti immediately by

reof. Thank you.

1250 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
B +* Please note new suite number ***

Washington, D.C. 20036

(202) 330-5610 fax

| |

11



November 1, 2019

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Telephonic Interview with Mr. Guy M. “Bus” Snodgrass, Commander (Retired),
' United States Navy

About 9:25am, November 1, 2019, Mr. Snodgrass returned the undersigned call regarding the
JEDI Cloud procurement investigation (Report of Investigation 20190321-056996-CASE-01).
Mr. Snodgrass agreed to speak with the undersigned outside the present of [

B W ashington, D.C.

The interview centered on information contained in Mr. Snodgrass’ book, “Holding the Line —
Inside Trump’s Pentagon with Secretary Mattis.” Specifically, on page 309 of the book,
Mr, Snodgrass wrote:

[Secretary] Mattis provided a valuable service to the nation, our international allies
and partners, and the members of the department ‘he led. Just as important,
[Secretary] Mattis effectively translated the president’s desire into ethical, well-
executed outcomes. In the summer of 2018, [President] Trump called and directed
[Secretary] Mattis to “screw Amazon” by locking them out of a chance to bid for the
S10 billion networking contract known as “JEDL” [Secretary] Mattis demurred.
Relaying the story to us during Small Group, [Secretary] Mattis said, “We’re not going
to do that. This will be done by the book, both legally and ethically.”

Mr. Snodgrass started the interview by saying he stood behind the content of his book 100%. He
said his book was not to slight Secretary Mattis at all but to highlight some events he felt were
significant during his tenure as Secretary Mattis' speechwriter.

Mr. Snodgrass identified the following individuals as being present when Secretary Mattis made
the comment to the Small Group:

Secretary Mattis

Deputy Secretary of Defense - Honorable Patrick Shanahan

Secretary of Defense’s Chief of Staff - Mr. Kevin Sweeney

Senior Military Assistant to Secretary Mattis - Vice Admiral Craig Faller
Public Affairs -

General Counsel -

Legislative Assistant -

Mr. Snodgrass said these individuals normally participated in the Small Group and they met
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday (if Secretary Mattis was in town) about 6:30am after
Secretary Mattis completed his initial 6:00am morning reading,




November 1, 2019

Mr. Snodgrass said Secretary Mattis walked into the meeting room and told the group of his
conversation with President Trump, who told Secretary Mattis to "screw Amazon," and to make
sure Amazon did not get the JEDI contract. Mr. Snodgrass said Secretary Mattis was very clear
it was the President that he had talked to and who told him to "screw Amazon." Mr. Snodgrass
said Secretary Mattis continued by telling the group that the Department would not do that, and
basically told the General Counsel that everything would be done according to acquisition and
ethics policy. Mr. Snodgrass did not have the exact date of this meeting; however, he said the
meeting was during the late spring/early summer of 2018 and he believed something about JEDI
had surfaced in the media the day before.

Mr. Snodgrass said about 7:00am that same morning, after the Small Group meeting concluded,
he and other staff personnel routinely met with Vice Admiral Faller to discuss topics of interest
for that day. He said often Admiral Faller would quickly mentioned pressure from the White
House (no specific person in the WH mentioned) over the JEDI cloud procurement.

Mr. Snodgrass said the best way to describe it was that there was pressure being relayed from the
White House to the Pentagon. He said this happened almost every time something hit the media
about JEDI - they would feel this pressure - but he could not say it was directly from POTUS or
a specific person; only that it came from the White House. Mr. Snodgrass said the staff never
did a deep dive into the pressure issue during the 7:00am meetings because there was never time;
however Vice Admiral Faller would let the staff know about it along with the big topics of the
day.

Mr. Snodgrass said in the late summer of 2017, Secretary Mattis traveled to Silicon Valley to
meet with quite a few people [industry leaders]. (Note: Mr. Snodgrass addresses this information
in his book.) He said Secretary Mattis first stopped to visit Navy personnel in the state of
Washington, then proceeded on to California. Mr. Snodgrass said during this trip, Secretary
Mattis was scheduled to officiate a ceremony to appoint Mr. Jeff Bezos, Chief Executive Office
of Amazon, as Chairman of the Defense Innovation Board (DIB). Mr. Snodgrass said the
ceremony was "turned-off™ last minute by the White House. Mr. Snodgrass said he was not on
the trip but he recalled the discussion around Secretary's Mattis' front office was that the
ceremony was turned off by the White House because it was "untenable" based on the
relationship between the President and Mr. Bezos.

The telephonic interview concluded about 9:50am, November 1, 2019.
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